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IN THREE VOLUMES. 


When ſhall we three meet again, 


In Thunder, Lightning, or in Rain ? 


When the Hurly-Burly's done. 


SHAKESPEARE, 
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to his ample inheritance from a train of an- 


ceſtors, illuſtrious for their png their 
ted fidelity 
to their King and country. His Lordſhip inhe- 
lited thoſe endowments, and, with the domain 
which devolved to him fro: his birth, like- 
Vor. J. 


honor, their valour, and their untai 


I N a fair, open and extenſive, coun ) nty of 
this kingdom lived the worthy and good 
Earl of Marr. His Lordſhip had ſucceeded 
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on thoſe of maturer manhood, had been fa- 


of Government, the finances, with the fluctu- 
ation of war and peace, the blaſting tongue 


Patriotiſm, in buſy whiſpers funk his fame, | 
the contagion of envy, in illiberal minds, 
| ſpreads like infectious diſeaſes, and at length 


alluſion, ſo foreign to the expectation or 
thought of the King, he graciouſly ſhunned - 
the inſinuation, and, though conſcious to him- 


wiſe were attached thoſe virtues which adorn 
a fortune, and' illuſtrate human' nature: But, 
alas! the ſmiles of Princes are unſtable, the 


voice of popular applauſe periſhable. After 
years of youthful attention, which brought 


crificed in the aſſiduous and watchful cares 


of calumny, under the proſtituted name of 


reached the ear of Majeſty. Struck with an 


ſelf of the rectitude of the good Earl's con- | 


duct in adminiſtration, he did not dare to 
avow a di/belief ſo unfortunately confined is the 


liberal mind .of a Monarch. At firſt. his 


Majeſty affected to appear cool and inatten- 5. ; 


tive to his Miniſter, while his heart yielded 


to 5 merit; this, to minds dn on ruin, ; 


— 


was not cafficient, the King, wiſhing: a be-. 
lieving him faultleſs, was himſelf accuſed of 


favoring peculation, of conniving at a laviſh 
diſtribution of the public monies, of favoring 
our enemies, of protecting thoſe it was the 


intereſt of this country to deſtroy; of all which 
crimes the good Earl was believed guilty. 


Under ſuch a load of Jn detraction, 


the unconſcious heart ſtill made Lord Marr 
inſenſible to the altered behaviour of the 


King, who, ſtimulated by the inceſſant inti- 


mations of his enemies, was at length obliged 


to adopt thoſe meaſures he did not approve, 


and the removal of the Earl from his Ma- 


jeſty's Councils for ever, was talked of, and 


The firſt perſon who Venn to mention 
the diſgrace to the Earl was his brother, Lord 


George Dacre, and though they had for ſome 
years lived on very inimical terms, that it 
was natural to ſuppoſe, from the eee 


of Lo George 8 pas bh * muſt , 
13 B 2 | | win 
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| almoſt determined on, before Lord Marr 5 
knew either the cauſe. or the 1 intention. 15 NA +) 
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| wiſh to have his brother removed * ever © 
from the King's Council, and all other ſoci- 
eck.ᷓtp (as the Earl had no male heir, and he was 
be next in ſucceſſion) yet, reflecting that, 
| \ ſhould an attainder be admiſſible, and his - 
brother found worthy decapitation, the family 
| eſtates would devolve to the Crown, and 
therefore remove his expectations of inheri- 
tance, beyond the ability of poſſeſſion ; with 
theſe thoughts, ſo derogatory to aten 8 
honor or deſerts, he ſet his emiſſaries to pre- 
voail on him to quit the kingdom for his 
| own perſonal ſafety, and inſinuating what 
had never been intended (an attainder) for 
his Lordſhip had already been told the King 
had no farther occaſion for his ſervices, and 
he had been ſtruck out f the liſt of Privy 
Counſellors. 

The good Earl, already depreſſed with de- 
gradations he did not merit, in being diſcarded 
5 the confidence of his King, whom he loved 
F with a loyal enthuſiaſm, and muſing over 
3 | tus undeſerved reproaches, and che inſtability 


of-- 


WEIRD e19TERD © 3% 
of popular 3 or fame, was rouſed fo 
his lethargy of diſappointment and regret, by 
the brotherly rumour of the attainder. Not 
for himſelf did his Lordſhip fear, his mind, 
conſcious of its own rectitude of conduct, 
would not even ſhrink within itſelf, at the 

ſight of the axe or the executioner, . or felt 
the leaſt appalled, though every action of 
his paſt life were to be examined by the 
biaſed judgment of his enemies and accuſers, 
never fearful of facing the foes of his King, 
he was equally fearleſs of meeting his own ; 
but his Lordſhip had ties, ties of the 

moſt tender kind, ties that ſtationed him to 
this world, and made it impiety to think of 
quitting, but compelled him to the arduous 
neceſſity of facing mankind in all his various 
and developed mazes. of diffimulation; fraud, 
perfidy and ingratitude, with more and nu- 
| merous vices, while his own -virtues - had 
ſcreened him from one, his rectitude had not- 
been able to ſecure him from the other. : 
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I WEIRD SISTERS. 
FT hoſe ties were this daughters left him 


by his Lady, at a very early period; at the 
time we are now writing the eldeſt, Lady 


Gertrude, was only four years of age, the 


other two, Lady Emily and Lady Mary, 
twins, had juſt attained the age of two years, 


| at whoſe births their mother gave her life; 


a Lady, whoſe endowments. of perſon and 
mind made her the happineſs ſolely of her 
Lord, as her death left him no conſolation ; 
but in thoſe tender pledges of conjugal love | 
ſhe had, on her dying bed, bequeathed to 
his protection and care.—During his admi- 
niſtration the duties of his office led his mind 
from this his prior engagement, but every 


vacation brought him back to the centre of 


his care and his ſolicitude, his tender and 


dear infants. Theſe now (diveſted of all 
other employments) were his unremitting 
attention, and when an attainder was "artfully 
inſinuated by his deſigning brother, the awful 


dying mandate of their mother roſe forcibly 
to his mind, and told him he muſt live for 


them. Unſolicitous for his own life, his honor 


and 


— 
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a fame were but of ſmall conſideration, 1 


when he reflected that, ſhould he ſtay the 
event of ſuch a proceeding, and in the end 
forfeit his life, who would protect their ten- 
der infancy ? His brother was undeſerving 
of the truſt, . and to him they muſt pals 


e idea of ſuch a A left ais no 3 
alternative, therefore reſolving in his mind 
to abſent himſelf with his helpleſs offspring; 
he turned all his plate into caſh, collected 
what ſums he could from his eſtates, which, 
together with other unexpended monies he had 
in his poſſeſſion, making in all a very conſide- 


rable ſtipend, the great, the liberal, the wiſe, 


Earl of Marr, once the idol of the people, 
the friend, the confidant of his Royal Maſter, 

the aſſiſtant to the diſtreſſed, in whatever 
ſhape the calamity ſtood, ſuddenly diſap- 

| peared. 3g 


No more was the noble Earl an inmate in 


is hoſpitable manſions, no more did the 


poo: bleſs his 1 when he traverſed the 
5 . bound | 
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boundaries of his extenſive manors in \ York« 
ſhire; no longer did adulation attend the 
levee of favor, or ſmiled the ſycophant and 
flatterer on power and greatneſs, where virtue 
was hid under the influence of benefit, and 
the man of merit, and the man of power, 
were ſynonymous terms, the neceſſitous 
courted the protection of thoſe, while they 
equally neglected be bright ornamengs c of the 
J | 9 


CHAP, 
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LL grandeur, all adulation, was no 

more; a ſmall neat cottage contained 
now what once had made nations tremble ! 
The menace of miniſterial thunder was filen- 


ced, the enemies of his country laughed at 


his degradation, as did the enemies of his 


worth, Had he known that the enemies of 
his country rejoiced, what an exultation, even 


in baniſhment, but three hundred miles diſ- 
tance from the capital, with no ſolicitude in 


his mind for inveſtigation, his Lordſhip re- 
mained totally ignorant of all that paſſed in 
the buſy world of men, having totally given 
that world away, finding ſolace only in the 
— are. 
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gare and innocent ny of his darling chil- 
. dren. 


1 
e 


il His en on his departure took with 
aiim his library, and a faithful black ſervant, - 


bt who had attended on him from his infancy, 
1 and grown up with him to the age of forty; 
og allo a French Lady, who had attended on 
[# the late Counteſs of Marr, and was governeſs 
* to the children; theſe ¶ Auguſtin and Madame 
Ia Fey) beſides their attachment from love 
and reſpect to their late departed Lady and 


preſent Lord, had mutually ſworn to their 
noble maſter never to divulge to any, par- 
ticularly; nor to the children (without his 
permiſſion) who they were, nor who he had 
been, and when they arrived at the rural 
humble cottage, which was to afford ſuch 
content to oppreſſed virtue, and ſtigmatized 
honor; the humble name of Capel was an- 
"nounced, and Mr. Capel, with Miſs Cape}, 
Wi. and Miſs Emily and Miſs Mary Capel, were 
It the firſt leſſons of advantagous humility they 
| were taught; indeed the two youngeſt, Miſs 
{i $7.80 5 1 Emily 
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Emily and Miss Mary, were ductile E bells = 
for they were at too early an age to difcrimi- 
nate the advantages which always attends on 
titled merit, and Lady Gertrude, though four 

= years old, was ſoon habituated to Miſs Capel, 

_ notwithſtanding, for the firſt month, ſhe would, 
while ſtanding at her father's knee, or fitting | 
by him, frequently aſk when ſhe ſhould ride in 
the coach, and why her ſiſters were not called 

Lady, ſeemingly unwilling they ſhould loſe 
their right of birth, though ſhe rejected her 
own; on thoſe occaſions Madame, who was 
always preſent, uſed to chide her, and by a 
diſregard being always paid to her queſtions, 
ſhe quickly loſt all curioſity, and quietly ſat 
down content with her loſt dignity, and hum- 

bled to the plain appellation of Miſs. 


With ſome choſen books (the ſolace for a - 
diſturbed mind) Lord Marr added a recrea- 
tion likewiſe, which were ſeveral muſical i i 
ſtruments, an entertainment he greatly delight. : 
ed in, and.in which art he himſelf excelled. , 


Madame La Fey too Was a proficient: 
; B. 6 | The F 
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The houſe had a contiguous farm-yard, 
which ſoon furniſhed the table with poultry. 


The cow gave cream for the morning and 


evening beverages, as well as butter. A 
ſmall garden yieldedthe ſummer and autumnal. 
fruits, with various vegetables, and two inno- 


cent handmaids, daughters to a peaſant in the 
neighbourhood, with an old man, who clean- 
fed the garden from weeds, ſowed the annual 
ſeeds, to produce vegitation in due ſeaſon, 
and drove the cow to the glen, conſtituted 


the whole houſhold of the Earl of Marr. 

| - Put the ſituation of this deſired, this envied 
ſpot, deſerves our notice ; it was (as before 
obſerved) three hundred miles from the 


capital, at the foot of a hill,” tower'd with 
| lofty trees. By the fide of the garden ran 
aà beautiful cryſtal river, or ftream, which 


abounded with fiſh, where his Lordſhip en- 


joyed many hours angling, and watching the 


rolling flood. No habitation of note could 
the eye reach for miles, and when you aſ- 
cended to the oP of the bill, through tha 

wood, 
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won, Madame would ſtrain her ſight, and, | 
perhaps, diſcover a ſteeple, or the tower of 
ſome caſtle; and if, on ſeeing the cloud cap'd 
_ edifice, ſhe would attempt to point it out to 
his Lordſhip, he would turn away with diſ- 
ouſt, exclaiming, Aye, the habitation of 
the luxurious and diſſipated!ꝰ Then wrapping 
his arms round himſelf, as if to encloſe his 
cn unrewarded virtues, would ſay, © How 


happy am Te to be excluded from ſuch ſocie- . 
ties !”? 


Whether theſe remarks. were the reſult of 
diſappointment, or a ſelf-convicted attach- 
ment, we will not pretend to ſearch into the 
hidden receſſes of the heart to diſcover, know- 

ing our labour would be in vain ; but that 
his Lordſhip ſeemed to enjoy his ſolitude with 


a truly philoſophic mind is certain, and the v7 


Inſtruction and education of his children were 
his firſt and chief ſtudy. | 


— . 
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HEN we ſay that the cottage was 
truly recluſe, the reader is not to 
fuppoſe but that a few habitable, as well as 
habited, cottages were here and there ſcat- 
tered about, at a mile, or a mile and a half 


diſtant, and to theſe Madame, with her pu- 


pils, would occaſionally ſtroll, and ſome- # 
times his Lordſhip (or Mr. Capel) would 
accompany them. A market town, at four- 
teen miles diſtance, was viſited weekly by 


the old gardener, to purchaſe thoſe articles 


which the farm could not ſupply. In theſe 


excurſions of neceſſity the old man's years 


did 
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did not encourage him to be communicative, 
and his mean appearance led to no inquiry, 
ſo that he paſſed unobſerved without any 
notice, when an old grey horſe, with a 
baſket, or panniers, returned him ſafe to the 
cottage, his noble maſter, as unknown to the 
world he then lived in, as if he had never 
been, and equally as unſuſpected by his ſer⸗ 
vants (his two confidanta excepted.) e 


. though Th Lordſhip had axial 4 
world which he knew was full of folly, de- 
ceit and fallacy, and on which he now looked, 
or rather thought on, with contempt, believing 
himſelf an object of envy in his happy ſe- 
cluſion, rather than of proſecution, and had | 
that world judged right they would have 
coincided with his opinion z but being com- 
| pounded of fallacy and fraud, his enemies, 
who compoſed a part in the buſy ſcene, no 
ſooner found his Lordſhip out of their reach, 
or, as they termed it, fled, made his abſence 
a confirmation of the truth of their aſſer- 
tions; even his friends, who were numerous, 
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did not, nor could they, now juſtify his con- 
duct, white his innocent children, who were 
partakers of his flight, were not thought on, 
it being ſuppoſed he had croſſed the ocean 
for ſafety, as dreading a juſt de g of 
his paſt conduct. N 


Thus ſituated, his Majeſty was addreſſed 
by his faithful Commons, in the name of 
the nation at large, to prefer a bill of at- 
tainder againſt the delinquent Earl of Marr 
for peculation, and favouring the enemies 
of his. country, his abſenting himſelf being 
a ſtrong confirmation of his guilt, lament- 
ing, at the fame time, that their love of 
Juſtice, and their country, had forced them 
to a ſcrutinization they wiſhed to avoid ; but 
the good Earl did not hear them make this 
declaration. He (wrapped up in his own 
integrity) was in perfect ſerenity at the time, 

nurſing his infant offspring with care and 
tenderneſs, purpoſing, when age ſhould have 

given maturity to their underſtanding, to 
1 inſtruct them how to face with confidence 

'' _ that world, which, however, he wiſhed and 
| hoped they would never encounter. * 
| is 


rg 
A Do I CK . — 
< . — * — . 9 a 
4 xo . p 
1 — OI — —ͤ—) 3's 2 > 029 wah a 
14 2 — — 0 — * „ 1 2 Pg A 
& v- writs © vas. 0. _— 9 > 7 
* — 2 — 1 4 « 
* 1 


1 WEIRD SISTERS. 17 


His Majeſty, upon the addreſs, had no © 
alternative, but was obliged to comply with 
their requeſt, though hoping, at the fame 
time, that the number of friends the Earl 
had, who reſpected and loved him for his 
numerous virtues, would be able to filence 
the malignant tongue of ſlander, and that he 
ſhould ſee his friend and ſervant return juſti- 
fied, rather than condemned. With this hope 
his Majeſty rather cheerfully complied with 
the petition, and for which he had the thanks 
ol the Houſe voted to him. 


But his Majeſty's hopes were 4 the 
friends of the Earl had ſome of them become 


doubtful from his diſappearing, and by that 


means leſſened their ſtrength, ſo that in fact the 


. 1 Farl was tried, and found guilty of the erimes 


he was accuſed of. He was declared an outlaw, 


his large eſtates were confiſcated and devolved 
to the Crown, while his perfidious brother, 
Lord Dacre, ſaw with extreme mortification 
thoſe eſtates (which he expected ſoon to en- 
Joy himſelf by his brother's natural death, as 
he ſuppoſed the aden, and his baniſh- 


ment, 
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ment, W kill him) loſt. Thus Liffering 
a juſt reward for his treachery, and not only 
a deprivation of the fortune, but many ſur- 


miſed that he was equally an aggreſſor with 


his brother, notwithſtanding he was the firſt { 
to loudly exclaim againſt the Earl's conduct, 


and known to be at enmity with him from 


his own profligate life ; but all this was 


looked on as chicanery and deception, and 


the more he reprobated his brother, the more 
he was ſuſpected himſelf, O world, world, 
ſuch thou art; in every ſtage we court thee, 
and are deceived ! 


* 


This unjuſt and cruel ſentence, which de- 


prived his Lordſhip of his lineal inheritance; 
branded his honor with the opprobrious ap- 


pellation of traitor, made him an outlaw, by 


which his being aſſaſſinated and killed, would : 
not be deemed a murder, he himſelf remained 


totally ignorant of; for, as diſappointments | 


in life generally ſour and contract an other- 


wiſe open. and liberal mind, his Lordſhip put 
every 


1. 
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| every bar in the way, of any information he 
might chance to hear, of the tranſactions he 
for ever left, and for that reaſon had ſtrictly 
prohibited Auguſtin, his valet, and Madame 
La Fey, who jointly ſuperintended his houſe- 
hold, never to ſuffer any news- paper, or 
periodical publication, ſuch as Magazines, 
&c. to be any ways introduced into the family, 
as well for his own peace, as to prevent. any 
knowledge of the world obtruding on the 
minds of his children, being determined to 
keep them totally ignorant of its allurements, 
till che hour came whieh deprived them of 
his protection, not wiſhing by any means to 
leave the leaſt ſhadow of their former events 
in life, an excentricity in his amiable domeſtic _ 
character, which, from his own diſappoint- 
ment, many will be apt to condemn him for, 
and many to approve; for, though his Lord- 
ſhip had quitted the faſhionable and gay life, 
it was not poſſible for them to be excluded 
from it in future, and who ſo fit as a father 
to be their guide 1 the inextricable 
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mazes, but then it muſt have been in a fo- 
reign country.. This his Lordſhip did not 

know, and whether ſecluſion, under ſuch 

circumſtances, was not- to be prefered, ve. 
are not left to determine, as his Lordſhip 
had already made his election, for a life of 
retirement and caſe, 


* 
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EVEN years had now paſſed ſince Lord 
Marr was tried and condemned, himſelf 
during that time entirely ignorant of the 
tranſaction. Lady Gertrude (i. e. Miſs Ca- 
pel) was eleven years of age, and the com- 
fort and delight of her father, inheriting all 
his orci? his philanthropy (though con- 
fined within ſo narrow a circle) his wiſdom, 
and his perſonal ornaments. The younger 
daughters, Miſs Emily and Mary, equally 
ſhared their father's love, but from different 
motives. In Gertrude he faw himſelf re- 
flected, and at the age of nine years (to which 
2 : : they 
p. 
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they were now arrived) and when the mind 
begins to expand itſelf, and ſhew its bent, he 


thought he traced a levity in his younger 


children, to which he was himſelf a ſtranger. 
Lady Gertrude, at fix years of age, if ſhe, 
had been guilty of a fault, would not have 
endeavoured to conceal it by a falſhood, or 


any the leaſt prevarication, o had ſhe ſup- 


poſed it had been hid by the 5 ame being laid 
on any domeſtic, even to a dog, it muff! have 
been diſcovered by her; but Emily and 
Mary would foſter their juvenile indiſcretions 
on any that accident gave an opportunity to 
bear it, and Pompey or Flurry always ſcreened 
them from many corrections; theſe different 
biaſes of mind the father early ſaw; the tri- 
vial levity of the one he laughed at, but de- 


lighted with rapture at the e of his 


eldeſt daughter. 


However, to give the juſtice due to his 
Lordſhip's progeny, we muſt obſerve that 


the youngeſt Ladies were not equally fortu- 
nate in a e Miſs Capel, from her 


innocent 7 


4 


J 
\ 
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mnocent prattle, was early made "tHe com- 
panion of her father, as well to chace + away 
his melancholy and reflection, as that ſhe 
had a right to the precedence as the firſt born; 
the others were conſequently under the care 
and protection of Madame La Fey; ſhe was 
governeſs in French, Italian and dancing, 
while Auguſtin, who was maſter of muſic on 
every inſtrument, was preceptor in that ſcience. 
Lady Gertrude, when her taſks were done, 
flew to her father, while the others remained 
with Madame till dinner, or any recreation, 
called them all to meet together. | 


7 Madame La Fey had been carly taken into 
= Lord Marr's family by the late Counteſs : 
E She was a gay, lively, French woman, rather 
handſome, volatile, and (agreeably to the 
nation which gave her birth) fond of intrigue; 
when therefore ſne conſented to abandon the 
world, with her Lord's diſappointed fame, 
ſhe looked not farther than the moment, not 
having an idea it was to laſt for years, much. 
leſs that it was not to terminate but with 
, po „ . 
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life, and the promiſes their Lord 4 to her 3 
and Avguſtin, that, if they would be faithful 


to him, and not diſcover who he was, not | 


even to his children, he would leave them 


an independent proviſion for their lives, bound 


them at the time more than their integrity, 


ſo that when five years, and then ſix, had 


elapſed, Madame began to ſigh for the gay 
world ſhe had quitted, and thought that a 
woman of thirty could find a more profitable 
employment than to ſigh out her life in ſoli- 
tude, and in the ſociety of a man who looked 
not for charms in a woman, and who ſeemed 
only deſirous that his children ſhould be ac- 


compliſhed for their own benefit alone, and 


not for the allurement or advancement of 
any one elſc. | 


With a mind thus diſpoſed, it was im- 


poſſible for à French woman to keep the 
ſecret long in her own breaſt, though tied to 
ir by the ſacred power of intereſt ; but at 


this moment Madame La Fey thought that 
ſhe had faenkiced too much already, even if 


Lord 
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; Land Marr was then to die, and ome: ber 
his whole poſſeſſions. Auguſtin half agreed 
with her in the mutual ſacrifice they had 
made, and therefore, to alleviate it in ſome. 
meaſure, the old gardener was directed to 
find a bookſeller at the market town, and, 
having at different times wrote down their 
wants and their demands, the parcels came, 
ſealed up, every week, and, as Auguſtin al- 
ways had the rummage of the panniers aſ- 
ſigned to him as his taſk,” he found it no 
hard buſineſs to ſearch the ſealed· up treaſure, 
the produce of which were news- papers and 
magazines (the contraband goods which had 
been ſo ſtrictly prohibited by their Lord; ) but 
as they mutually agreed that they would 
never diſcover to the daughters, nor any one 
elſe, that he was the degraded, the diſgraced 
Miniſter, they thought the treſpaſs they-now! - 
committed was of trivial or no conſequence, & 
- and therefore 3 the ſecret to minen bo. 


7 988 
N 14 


iBut wal chi emit ben to — in 
rectitude, and can (which it always does) 
Vox. I. CCF find 
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find an excuſe for a deviation, it equally leſſens 
inattention to the other duties; thus Ma- 
dame, when poſſeſſed of the fund, which told 
her how the world went, while her mind 
being engroſſed by. the acquiſition to her own 
happineſs, ſhe-thought not on the happineſs of 
others, and would fit up hours reading after 
the family were all wrapped in the embraces 
of ſleep. The two younger Ladies, Miſs 
Emily and Miſs Mary (as has been before 
obſerved) were twins, and as the ſtrong re- 
ſemblance they bore to each other in their 
perſons was ſo ſtrikingly alike, as for the 
niceſt obſerver not to diſcover a difference, 
nor even by thoſe with whom they conſtantly 
reſided, but with the moſt minute ſcrutiny, 
ſo did their minds accord in ſympathy ; Lord 
Marr therefore choſe that they ſhould not be 
ſeparated. In conſequence of his order they 
ſlept together in Madame La Fey's bed- 
Ake and, being of an age when the 
mind begins to be attentive to trifles, they 
frequently expreſſed their wonder to each 

15 ü | other 


F 
1 


WEIRD SISTERS. l 27 


öcher wh could induce. Madame to read h 


after oy were in bed. 


„ My Papa's b ben Gid Nis Emily, 
* may be read at any time of the day, FF 
why therefore read at night „ 


« But,” ſaid Miſs Mary, bo Wo do not 2 
look like papa's books: I peeped through the 


curtain laſt night and ſaw them.” Thus 


rouſing each other's curioſity, they deter- 


mined to waylay the vigilance of their Duenna, 


and ſucceeded, by her negligently leaving her 
keys, and among the number, that which 


ſecreted this treaſure (for they had obſerved 


where ſhe put them in the morning) which was 
eagerly ſearched into, and the accounts of 
births, marriages and deaths, ſoon convinced 
them there was a larger world than that f 
wihin the boundaries of the cottage. 


Pleaſed with the acquiſition _ the know- 
| ledge, they regarded not the time, nor how 


quickly it paſſed, till they were ſuddenly 
„„ alarmed 
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þ | armed by the appearance of M aloe, 3 , 
1 they did not, by their own calculation, expect 
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for an hour at leaſt; but that hour (as all 
others) was paſt recall. When Madame 


6 ſaw the books, which they | had ſcattered about 

17 0 the table, her colour fled her cheeks, and it 
was ſome minutes before ſhe recovered her 
ſpeech, and when ſhe did, her firſt prayer 
was to thank Providence it was herſelf that 
had made the firſt diſcovery, and not Miſs 
Capel ; © for had your ſiſter ſeen you reading, 
theſe books, ſaid ſhe to Emily and Mary, I. 
ſhould have been turned out of the houſe. 
Pray how did you come by them! F: 


Foes Madame,” ſaid Miſs s Emily, « you os 
Foun e 1 | 
And where,” retorted Miſs Mary, 
* la you go if papa was to turn you 
away, as you did Judith, the houſe- maid, laſt 
week ? She had a father to go to we know, : 
becauſe he. lives only a little way off: But 
you, Madam, would go into the great world 
this book talks of (taking up a Magazine. 9 
Come wh Madame, tell us all about Ke. "2 
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MADAME, though exceedingly angry 
with herſelf for her negligence, was 
more ſo with them for their i impertinent cu- 


rioſity, as ſhe called it, and in her imprudent 
paſſion threatened to tell their papa; but 


Lady Emily wiſely obſerving, if ſhe did that, | 


ſhe muſt ſhew him the book which had oc 


caſioned her anger, ſhe was eaſily prevailed 


on to reje& that mode of puniſhment, and 
giving her mind up a few minutes to reflec- 
tion (though that reflection was not of the 


moſt prudent kind) and ſeeing the children 


feel ſuch ſatisfaction in the view of a world 


beyond that they now knew, began to 


£2 3: think 
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think they were equally intitled as eel to 


the future enjoyment of it, and that, inſtead 
of obeying her Lord in his injunctions, ſhe 
ought, in juſtice to them, now they were 
young, inſtruct them how they were to en- 
counter that world when their father was no 


more; nor indeed was it to be wiſhed he 


ſhould live for ever, while he kept them thus 
confined. With this reſolution which Ma- 
dame adopted, ſhe told them, * if they pro- 


miſed not to tell their ſiſter, or any body 


elſe, ſhe would tell them all about it.“ How 
far Madame La Fey was qualified for the 
introduction, the following ſheets will ſhew. 


Madame La Fey, thus aa ber con- 
ſcience, by making ber duty ſubſervient to 
her inclination, was fqon prevailed on by her 
pupils to rummage the ſtore of information. 


which had been fome years accumulating, 
and when they met with any paſſage or anec- 


dote that required explanation, ſuch as, * On 


Monday laft Miſs A—— eloped with .the 
. youngeſt ſon of Lord B— 
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Con abſconded with Captain D——,” 


Madame would, laughing, ſay, O, that 


was the common events of the Great World, - 


and when they were acquainted with it, ſuch 


ſtories as theſe would be familiar to them; 


for, as amidſt all the intelligence her clan- 


deſtine parts had furniſhed her with, it may 


be remembered that her virtue did not in- 


tirely yield to the temptation till ſhe had been 


ſix years in her folitude ; they. had therefore 


given her no information reſpecting Lord 


Marr's attainder,. which had happened five 
years before, and he was now as totally for- 


gotten, as if he had never been in exiſtence.” 


Madame therefore looked to the day when 
he might be reſtored to his loſt honors 3 if 
however ſhe did not look to his, ſhe was 
determined in her own mind, that as ſoon as 
he was dead (the prohibition not extending 
beyond his life) to inform his daughters who 


they were (if he did not do it by will) and 
as ſhe ſhould then have an independent for- 


tune herſelf, as her Lord had promiſed to 
TP O00 
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thy man, and only ſeven or eight and forty 


meaſure, recovered his natural cheerfulneſs, 
Which conduces much to longevity.” 1 SH; 


there were no ſecrets, all was known to all) 
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r with them, the pleaſures Gow which 31 F 
ſhe had been ſo long excluded, and to make 
up for the years already loſt, and many that : 


ſtill remained behind, my Lord being a heal- 


years of age; and beſides, he had, in a great 


Thus u | initiated Hi cen (for at 
the cottage, and in the rural neighbourhood, 


the firſt information Miſs Emily and Miſs _ 
Mary wanted intelligence about, and of which 
the prohibited books did not lead to any diſ- 5 + | 
covery, was, © Why, and for what eauſe, 
their papa choſe ſuch a retired. ſituation, and 
why he buried them and himſelf in ſolitude?ꝰ? 
Madame had already determined, for her own 85 
intereſt, not to divulge this ſecret, and there- | 
fore told them,'that the death of their mother Mi 
made him tired of ſociety.” This they con- 
-cluded might be ſufficient for him, but not 


for oe: and — to wiſh for a birth-day 
3: ſuit, a 
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ſait, as they had read about, and to know 
what a ball or a play was; all which Ma- | 
dame faithfully deſcribed, adding, as an ab- 


ſolvent to their impatience, that they were 


yet too young to be introduced, even if they 


were in the polite circles, and that they muſt. 


endeavour all in their power to improve 
themſelves in their French and Italian, and 


particularly in their dancing, as a graceful 


motion, and a genteel carriage, would obtain | 
them many adinirers. 


Encouraged with the proſpect of the future, 
Miſs Emily and Mary were very diligent | 
to apply the preſent minutes, and while their 
father beheld their rapid improvements, both 
in perſon and accompliſhments, was entirely 
ignorant of the cauſe that ſtimulated them to 


ſuch attention, while Lady Gertrude was 
equally accompliſhed, with this addition, that, 


receiving all her private inſtruction from her 
father, her mind became more embelliſhed ; 
that her perſon, being fortified with every 
virtue, andenriched by precept, though kept 

LR . _ gnorant 
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ignorant how much her father had adorned 
them by his example. Docile by nature, and 
too prompt to ſuffer any inſtruction to paſs. 
unnoticed, Miſs Emily and Mary became 
adepts in the faſhionable ornaments of grace 


and dreſs, and would frequently apply to the | | | 


glaſs, and then to Madame, to decide which. 
were the handſomeſt of the two, each in turn 
lamenting in that ſhe was not ſo beautiful as 


her ſiſter. When Madame was applied to. 


for her deciſion, i in this ſhe gave a juſt de- 
termination, that they were fo much alike a 
preference could not be given; when they 


would alternately aſk, if the flaxen hair of 
one was as long and as flowing as the 


other, or the bluſhing roſe on. the cheek 
equally obvious ? But no partial deciſion could 


be made. In theſe alternate ſtruggles for Aa 
preference in the beauty of perſon, Lady 


Gertrude was never preſent, nor ever thought 
on, though equally deſerving approbation z 


but as ſhe aſſociated with her father almoſt 


continually, excepting when her leſſons re- 


quired her abſence from him, fo they looked 


; 


2 
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on her as a bar to their pleaſures, and jointly 
with their fond and tender parent had doomed 
them to that ſolitude. Madame La Fey) was 
fo often lamenting to be her face. Ly 
While Madame was thus infirodtiog har 
young and beautiful charges in that path ſhe 
| aught, and was bound to have taught them | 
to ſhun, Lord Marr, delighted with the pro- 
greſs they made in the. languages, and how 
much their perſonal beauties daily improved, 
truſting too to the confidence: he: thought he 
might and had in. Madame's integrity, did 
not fail to acknowledge his obligations to her 
for her attention to their improvement, and 
her diligence in the taſk, while the young 
Ladies, taught too a ſilent ſubmiſſion to their 
father's opinions by their inſtructor, uſed to 
ſit with him, and Lady Gertrude, when, for 
their future happineſs (as be. ſeemed to think 
himſelf on the decline of life) he would warn 
them to beware of the deceitfulneſs of riches, 
and the flattery of men, together with their 
dece ption, and how their education ſhould: 
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teach them to hun the one, and place no 
confidence in the poſſeſſion of the other; but 


as it conduced to the benefit of ſome or the 


private happineſs of themſelves, theſe good 
and ſalutary admonitions Miſs Emily and 
Mary thought quite obſolete, and once, when 
his Lordſhip was declaiming againſt volatile 
and diſſipated enjoyments, Lady Emily aſked” 
him, with much promptitude, * If he always 


thought fo himſelf??? Struck with the queſ- 


tion, his Lordſhip at firſt heſitated a reply; 
but, not doubting the rectitude of Madame, 


he, ſmiling, anſwered, © That he boped ſhe 


would always think ſo ; at the ſame time he 
could not but refle& on ſuch an: obſervation: 
coming from the lips of an uninformed girl 


of fourteen; and this reflection brought him 


farther to obſerve, - which a life of adtiviry | : 


had made him acquainted with, that the roots 
of evil. are originally implanted in us, and 
that the innocence of the cottage. would not 5 
check the culture; but Lord Marr did not 


know what a ſkilful huſbandman manured, * 
and tilled the vegetative ſoil. 


5 einn 
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IN proportion as Miſs Emily's and Mary's 
inquiries, reſpecting the pleaſures they were 
excluded from, by the moroſe temper of 
what (they now thought) an unkind father, 
and Madame's, as fruitful and ſatisfactory re- : 
lations, they began to neglect all thoſe inno- 
cent recreations which were allotted for their 
amuſements in their leiſure hours; Miſs | 
Emily had an elegant taſte in the cultivation 
of lowers ; ; her carnations and auriculas were 
the firſt in the county for beauty and culture. 
Miſs Mary's mind led her to birds; her 
aviary produced bullfinches, linnets and larks, 


which 
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cient excuſe for the Ladies to accompany: 
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which made the echoing hills reſound with: 
their harmony. The fond and delighted fa- 
ther ſaw their induſtry, and admired their: 
proficiency. He would walk round the fields 
with them and Lady Gertrude, inſtructing, 
and at the ſame time entertaining them with 
the different progreſs the farmer made in the 


cultivation of his ground, which the huſband-. | 
man ſowed and tilled, the ſheep, the cows, . 


and the poultry-yard, were ſources of enter- 


tainment and inſtruftion, and they uſed to 


vie with each other which ſhould produce the 
firſt and the fineſt Turkey poult or green 
gooſe to the table of their parent; but this 
emulation was ſoon undermined by. faſhion 
and folly. A walk, to inquire how ſuch a 


one did, viſit a cottage within half a mile, 
who had laid- in, or an infirm old man or 


woman, on the verge of eternity, were 
thought too. fatiguing an exerciſe. for the 
body, and too oppreſſive for the mind. Ma- 
dame was. obliged to attend when. her Lord 
commanded her, or the weather was a ſuffi- 


her, 
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her, when ſhe always returned overcome with 1 
| languor, but no ways affected by the afflicted | 
ſhe had viſited. Pity and compaſſion were. 
allowed by Madame to be virtues, but in 
her eſtimation virtues of a ſecond or inferior 
claſs, and her pupils were taught the ſame. 
A French woman ſeldom: gives her mind to 
reflection, and in the prefent ſituation of her- 
ſelf and charges, ſhe poſſibly thought (if ſhe _ 
did think) that they themfelves were the | 
firſt objects of compaſſion ; while Lady Ger- 
trude, ever at the ſide of her father, was vi- 
ſiting the indigent and infirm, relieving the 
poor and helpleſs, ſighing with compaſſion 
over the dying and aged, as far as the boun- 
daries of their narrow circle permitted, and 
wiſhing earneſtly that her power or ability 
extended farther, thus nurſing 1 in her young 
breaſt the ſeeds of thoſe virtues which adorn 


humanity, and which would mature with her 
future years. 


1 the 3 indeed, the youngeſt La- 
dies would {port and Folic about, in the eyes 


of 
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of their father, who. viewed them 1 in the light - 


of lambs or kids, and judged them as inno- 
cent. With old Giles, the gardener, they 
were permitted | to talk, as his Lordſhip would 
frequently condeſcend to do, with the fami- 


| liarity peculiar to a gentleman. 


The eie who knew himſelf, behaved 


Wh due reſpect; but* one day the three 7 
Ladies being with the Earl, and king with 


As Lancaſhire witches,” 


old Giles, his Lordſhip aſked him where he 


was born, on which the old man, ſcratching 


his head, ſaid “ He was a Lancaſhire man, 
and odds your honor will forgive an old man's 
boldneſs ; but if my three young Madames 
had been born there too, I know what they 

would have been called. py 1 


| Fe Called! — ſhould we hls been cal- 
led?” faid Miſs e and Mary, almoſt 3 in 
a breath. 


cc „ Witches,” 8 the old man, bluntly, 


„ Witches!” 
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Witches “ continued the Ladies i in re- 
turn, and with lodks of diſappointment and 
diſpleaſure: But Lord Marr, who knew the 
old man's compliment to his daughters, re- 
plied, «© Well ſaid, maſter Giles; - 5 will cen 
1 in their namez.! ?! „ 14 30 ei 


cc Thanks . aid as Ladies, and turned 
away from the old man; but when they in- 
formed Madame, and ſhe explained that the 
[Lancaſhire women were beautiful; and there- | 
fore ſtiled witches, they became ſoon' recon- 
ciled to the old man again, and whenever 
125 they met him would accoſt him with, Here 


are your countrywomen, or here are . + 
witches.” | 


He in reply would bow with his hat, and 
 fay, © Aye, Ladies, I am too old, I am too 
old.” This expreſſion too they applied to 
Madame for an explanation, who told them 

the old man lamented his age, that he could 
not admire their beauty and perfections as he 

| ae while 88 Gertrude, who under-- 
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Rood the application, was inſtructed by her 
father, that the beauties of the mind were the 
greateſt ornaments of the Lancaſhire witches, 


5 notwithſtanding their exterior beauty; and 


Lady Gertrude always relied on the infor- 
mation of her father: However, the Earl 
was ſo delighted with the viſible reſentment 
of his youngeſt daughters, that ever after, | 
when he met them all three together, he called 
them the Weird Sifkers. How different the 
application was received in the minds f 
Lady Gertrude, and Lady Emily and Mary, 
their different preceptors will juſtify. | 


CHAP. 
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E come now to a period when Lady 
Y Gertrude Dacre was eighteen years of 
age, and Lady Emily and Lady Mary ſix- 


teen. Madame ſtill continued her weekly 


repoſitory of intelligence, from what ſhe 


termed the Qther World, and the young 


Ladies continued the relators or retailers of 
all the faſhionable follies then in vogue. La- 
dy Emily had been ſome time reading in a 


news-paper very attentively, when Madame 


aſked what drew her attention ſo much, and 
begged ro hear it ? On which ſhe read, The 
attainder of the late Earl of Marr has been 


reſcinded, 
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reſcinded, and the eſtates reſtored.to his bro- A 
ther, Lord George Dacre, now Earl of Marr, | 
after fourteen years confiſcation ; but his Ma- 
Jeſty, always truſting to the integrity of his : 
injured Miniſter, has graciouſly given orders 
to have the accumulated monies reſtored, 
and as, on his Lordſhip's abſenting himſelf 
wich his infant daughters, and going to France, 
where it is ſuppoſed he died, as no intelli- 
gence could be had of him, theſe monies are 
to be ſecured for thoſe children, if all, or 
any of them, be living, or any irt eente 7 
can be had of the place of their reſidence,” ' 
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This real event would not have happened | 
(by which a noble family are reſtored to their 
inheritance) but from the force of conſcience. 
The honorable Mr. B——, his Lordſhip's 
great and inveterate enemy, having, on his 
death- bed, declared his own delinquency, and 
the revenge he ſought for his Lordſhip': s op- 
poſition to the promotion of a couſin of his, 
who was undeſerving of the confidence. he, | 


| viſhed 1 mh in him. f 
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| When Lady Emily had finiſhed the para- 
- 3 Madame was ſo unguarded, that ſne 


could not forbear exclaiming Mon Dieu!“ 


When Lady Mary ſaid, Why. ſo ſurpriſed, 

Madame?” But Madame had now recollected 
herſelf, when, without attending to Lady 
Mary, ſhe repeated her exclamation of * «Mon, 
Dieu!“ adding, © Oh, that there ſhould be 
ſo much Bis = ef in the world !” the only: | 
admonition ſhe had ever given them to guard 
againſt that world, or its deceptions, and had 
they known the cauſe, would have proved the 


beſt and moſt certain antidote in the {| ufferings, 


both in honor and fame, of a noble father. 


. now took the firſt opportunity | | 


to get a private interview with - Auguſtin, 
whom ſhe informed of the-attainder and the 
reverſion, both of which were intelligence 


equally new to them; but, however their: ! in- 
clinations might have been to forego their 


own intereſt, by telling their Lord, and 
hazarding his future anger; yet, on mature 


inveſtigation, they chopght the. information. - 
would 
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would come too late for his Lordſhip to have 
any ſatisfaction in the recovery of his patri- 
mony 'or his honor, and, as he grew infirm, 


thought it happier for him to die in ignorance 
of both the events; but the chief motive 


which influenced this determination was their 
dyn emoluments ; for, ſhould his Lordſhip 
die, their ſchemes were already planned, and, 
ſhould they make the diſcovery, Lady Ger- 
trude was a young Lady of ſuch penetration 
ſhe would ſoon diſcover their intention, they 


therefore did not love her ſufficiently to run 
any riſque of their own to raiſe her to the 


honors ſhe was born to, or ſhe ſo well de- 


t ſerved and merited. | | . 


But all their plans for future welfare, and 
ſchemes of emolument, were at this moment 
at the criſis. Lord Marr had been walking 
in his garden alone, when he was diſcovered . 
by old Giles lying on the graſs, to all appear- 7 
ance ſenſeleſs and dead The old man, witn 


what little ſtrength he had, raiſed him, „ | 


finding ere was life, he exerted the ſame 
enfecbled | 
. 
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| enfeebled abilities, and with a voice (rar) 
with all his endeavors, could not be recalled 


to its wonted vigor) debilitated with age, 


called for help. It happened that one of 
the maids was near, and heard the old 


man, and, being directed to the ſpot from ; 
the ſound, no ' ſooner ſaw her maſter in 


ſuch a ſituation than ſhe ran ſcreaming to the 


houſe, crying all the as. that her WL maſ- 


ter was dead. 


Thus rouſed, the whole family were out 
in a moment, and when they came to the 


ſpot, whither the maid led them, they found 


Mr. Capel ſo far recovered as to ſtand on 
his legs. He was conveyed by his children 
and ſervants to the houſe, when, by his own . 


requeſt, he was put to bed, and Auguſtin 
gave him a cordial, which. ſeemed to revive: 


him. Avguſtin, amidſt his other qualities, 
had ſome knowledge of phyſic, and had been 
the only aſſiſtant who had been applied: to 
in any illneſs during the fourteen years they. 
had Dorn at the cottage, and as he had been 


always 
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always ſucceſsful, Lord Marr would not per- , I 

15 mit any body elſe to be ſent for, and as he | 

1 was ſenſible himſelf that the attack was on Z 

Hl, l his life, he adhered to his firſt determination, ; 

0 | which he had purſued, ſtrictly, not to intro- 

a | duce his children | himſelf t to'a world. which - 

1407 had treated him ſo undeſervedly, not knows: | 

10 1 ing what reſtitution that world was now : 

27 BY | making to him, and to thoſe children; he had : 

Wy quitted it, to protect: However, all Auguſ- 

Ny 1 tin's ſkill was baffled by a too powerful Op- 

Wit] .- ponent, anda few days brought the Earl ol 

. Naur on his death- bed! D G ee 

nl | Il a i fo 8 aig; a father, in 
1 the laſt moment of exiſtence, ſtruggling with | 
1 nature and with death, calls forth all the noble 1 
at. faculties of the heart to endure, to ſooth, to 
(FE molify, to alleviate, the vibrating viſion, here 
190 was to be ſeen the force of education, and ofß I 

bi precept. Lady Gertrude never left the bed-! | 

160 ſide of her parent either day or night. She 
buen by his fide; ſhe: called on Heaven to 
1 * her father longer to her aud to her 1 Ga 
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orphan ſiſters, to mitigate the ſeverity of his 
pain, for the diſorder was in his bowels. — 
How, Sir, can we endure to live, if you 
leave us in this deſert world ? Were can we 
find ack Fn as yours ? 


« No where, my childteny” he would 
reply; * but I hope the care I have taken 
of your education will enable you always to 
find fortitude and reſolution m your own 
breaſts ; my Will will ſhew the reſt.” 


Lady Emily and Mary, when they retired, 
would wonder at their ſiſter's grief, and com- 
mend the advice their father gave them, to 
{upport the trial of eternal ſeparation with 
fortitude. Madame too aided their endea- 
vours, by telling them, old folks muſt die, 
 diftantly hinting, at the ſame time, to that 
d they had never yet known. 


His Lordſhip, at Aerial finding nature 


exhauſting faſt, and his mental Pat quivering 
Vor. I. 1 
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on the brink of eternity, ordered his children 


into his preſence, who coming, attended by 


Madame La Fey and Auguſtin, he was raiſed 
by pillows, ſo that he might ſee them all, 


when addreſſing. himſelf to Avguftin and 


Madame, he thanked them both for their 


fidelity and attention, and hoped, when he 


was gone, they would ſtill afford that care 
and regard to his deſerted children, which 
they had ſhewed to them in his life, and as 
he had not failed to make that proviſion for 
both in his will, which he promiſed on his 
retirement, he hoped it would ſtimulate them 
to that duty they equally owed to his off- 


R 1 


1 


6 As to you, my children (ſaid the good 
father) whom I am on the point to leave for 


ever, I have little more to add than what 1 
have ſaid continually to you, from the time 
J have judged your minds capable of retain- 


ing the inſtruction. Let the leſſons of pru- 


gence, juſcice and fertitude, three of the cardi- 
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nal virtues, ever hold the firſt place in your 
memories. I could 'wiſh (but I know the 


to live in this ſequeſtered happy cottage, 
where no cares intrude to diſturb the mind's 
peace, where no vanity, no flattery, can come, 


nature and of men are kept at bay: But no 
more on the ſubject, I know that while I am 
recommending ſolitude, or at leaſt ſecluſion, 
(for it cannot be called ſolitude where there 
are ſuch recreations for the mind as muſic 
and books) nature will obſtruct my wiſhes, 
and I am only teaching you the firſt act of 


Ah! my dear children, you do not know 
the deceit and treachery of that world you 
are to encounter; nor can you know till 
cruel experience muſt PRE ny! aſſertion, 


never in the leaſt ceaſed, by inattention or 
92 i ſurpriſe, 


wiſh to be futile) that you would continue 


dre ſſed in the garb of ſincerity, to beguile | 
you of your happineſs. Here the vices of 


diſobedience to my will you ever committed. 


55 To you, Grads (for his Lordſhip had 
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| ſurpriſe, during the fourteen years Sende- 


my Will; it is I know a care for ſo young a 
mind firſt to know; but the knowledge I 


tude will (with reſolution) make you equal 


of fortitude, even in her younger ſiſters; 


down on the pillow, they thought he was gone! 


tion, to call them by any other appellation . 
than Capel) I have bequeathed the im- 
portant diſcharge of the acts and bequeſts of 


have of your good underſtanding and forti- 


to it. Here Lady Gertrude gave an inſtance 
of her imbecility, by giving vent to a vio- 
lent flood of tears. His Lordſhip gently | 
chid her, obſerving, © that ſhe had patterns | 


but enough,” added his Lordſhip, „ will 
pain you no more, my Will will ſpeak the 
reſt; and may the angel ſpirit of your adored 
mother look with ſatisfaction on my attention 
to thoſe dear pledges of connubial love ſhe 
left to my charge: I die contented.” | 


Here his Lordſhip ceaſed, and ſinking 


He however ſhewed ſome figns of life, and 
Lady 


er 


—— 
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Lady Gertrude ſtill continued kneeling by the 
bedſide, holding one of his hands. He ſee- 
Ing her in that ſituation made an effort to- 
| ſpeak, but ſpeech was denied him, and giving 
one earneſt look at his children, as a laſt 
bleſſing on them, he expired ! 
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CHAP. VIII. 


ADAME La Fey, who had been pre- 
ſent at the demiſe of their mother, the 
late Counteſs, preſently ſaw that the final 
ſcene was cloſed for ever, and was for the re- 
moval of the daughters. Ladies Emily and 
Mary readily complied ; but when they came 
to raiſe Lady Gertrude, ſhe was ſtill holding 


the lifeleſs hand of her father, and in a ſwoon, 


With difficulty they releaſed her hand from 5 
the graſp, and conveyed her to her chamber. 


Every means were uſed for her return to life, 
which, after ſome time ſucceeded, when the 
agonies of her iel admitted of no alle via- 


0 on, 8 
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tion, lamenting hers and her ſiſter's future: 
fate, while the ſiſters, ſo diſſolved, ſtood by 
her, wondering at her prophetic ſorrow, and 
ſecretly believing that her lamentations. were 
not fincere ; for why (ſaid they to each other) 
ſhould Gertrude feel or expreſs more than we 
ey? 08 


Atſter a night's reſt (or rather repoſe, for 
Lady Gertrude did not fleep) her fortitude 
came in aid to her reſolution, and ſhe remem- 
bered the words of her father, that he had 
made his Will, and left it to her to diſcharge ; 
| knowing it was now the only duty to her de- 
ceafed parent ſhe had to fulfil, ſent for Au- 
guſtin, and inquired of him if all the offices, 
reſpecting the remains of -her dead parent, 
had been punctually performed x 


_ Auguſtin told her they had, and, as her 
grief prevented him from applying to her for 
directions reſpecting the other neceſſaries, he 
had ſent for an undertaker (who would do 

5 m4 OS 
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all that was requiſite reſpecting the funeral, 
from the market town. 


On mentioning the funeral, Lady Gertrude 
was again going to relapſe into immoderate 
forrow ; but Avguſtin continuing the diſ- 
courſe, prevented immediate reflection. It 

is poſſible my good maſter, Madam, may 
have given orders where he would chooſe to 
have his remains depoſited, and as you are in 
poſſeſſion of @ Will, it will e lead to 
his wiſhes.“ ; 


« What am I to do,” ſaid Lady Gertrude, 
« being entirely ignorant, how to proceed? 
till Auguſtin told her it was cuſtomary to 
have the Will read in the preſence of thoſe 
who were immediately concerned, a motive 
being particularly in his mind at the moment 
reſpecting himſelf, Lady Gertrude. ſaw the 
propriety preſently, and fixed on the next 
morning for Madame, with her ſiſters, AR: 
Emily and Mary, with Huge, to attend. 

Previous. 
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Previous to the meeting Madame and 
Auguſtin had a private interview, when they 
mutually expreſſed their ſurpriſe that Lord 
Marr had not, on his death- bed, diſcovered 

to his children who he was, they therefore were 
impatient to hear the Will, as well for their 
own ſakes, as to ſee how he had provided for 
his offspring; for, as they lived very econo- 
mically, they did not ſuppoſe he poſſeſſed any 
very great treaſure ; but that he looked to 
his reverſionary intereſts in his own eſtates to 
fupply the deficiency, and muſt therefore 
make the diſcovery ; with theſe expectations, £ 
they were ſummoned the next morning by 
Lady Gertrude into the parlour (for at the 
cottage there were no burniſhed pier glaſſes, 
no decorated drawing-room) and Auguſtin, 
was ordered by her to open the Will, and to- 
read it to the auditors, which conſiſted of the 
impatient Madame La Fey, her liſters, Os 
and the orator ws: 4: SCOOT rig 


However oreat the preparation for this im- 
portantdiſcovery might have been,the detention; 
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was very ſhort, as the whole Will was in his 
own hand-writing, and contained nothing 


more than that he ordered his eldeſt daughter, 


Gertrude, to ſee. him buried in the pariſh 
church, in the hamlet in which they lived, as 
private as poſſible, with this inſcription, on 
a plain white ſtone, John Capel, obit ——, 
in the year , aged —. 


3» 


He then adds, That, agreeable to his 


promiſe, and to recompenſe them for their 
fidelity, he bequeaths to Madame La Fey 
and Auguſtin each the ſum of five thouſand 


pounds; when all the reſt he gives between 
his daughters equally, which (he fays) will 
amount to twenty thouſand pounds ſeverally, 
and would all be found in bank notes in his 
iron cheſt by his bedſide.” After recom- 
mending ſecreſy, and appointing Lady Ger- 
trude (by the name of Gertrude Capel) his 


ſole executrix, ſigns his name, John Capel. | 


The Will was no ſooner read than the firſt _ 
-4 898 Lady Gertrude aſked, was, What 


meaning 
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meaning her father had for deſiring to be bu- 
ried in the church? Auguſtin told her; but 
added, © that, as his good maſter had not 


_ expreſſed himſelt fully, he ſuppoſed ſhe would 


| chooſe to have a vault built.” On this being 
explained, he was ordered to ſee that every. 
thing decent and neceſſary was done, and 
then Madame and Auguſtin retired, leaving 
the young Ladies together. 


They were no ſooner in private than each, 
unwilling to expreſs their ſentiments firſt, ſat 
for ſome minutes ſilent, till Madame began, 
by exclaiming, * Ceil, what a fortune, and 
all in the houſe !” “ l 


Anuguſtin replied, © that now they could 
account, why my Lord always ſlept with a 
brace of piſtols on his chimney, and his room 
ſo well ſecured ; it was to guard his fortune, 
and not as he apprehended, from fear of his 
being diſcovered and ſecured, to anſwer to the 
charges alledged againſt him: They were, 
however, both in one mind with reſpect to 
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the bequeſt. he had ſo generouſly given them x 
for Madame firſt declared, that had he left 


his daughters but twenty thouſand pounds. 


amongſt them, ſhe ſhould have been ſatisfied 
with five thouſand : But, indeed, ſhe thought. 
it a poor (or, as ſhe ſaid, un pauvre) recom- 
penſe for fourteen years of youthful days ſpent 
in ſolitude ; however he had deſired ſecreſy; 
ſo much the better (tont meux) for, for her 
part, ſhe ſhould now be ſecret, as ſhe thought 
twenty thouſand pounds was quite enough 


for Miſs Gertrude, who would, ſhe ſuppoſed, 
agreeable to her father's requeſt, live till at 


the cottage ; but * Se ne pas pour moi,” I 
long to ſee the world again. All this was 
expreſſed by Madame, in which Auguſtin. 


joined, while the good maſter and friend was 


{till in the houſe unburied, and while Lady 
Gertrude, who had retired, was fitting by. 
and weeping over his cold remains (her fiſters 
having left her to her grief) and who now in- 
terrupted Madame's grazeful harangue, by 


telling her they had been every where ſeeking _ 


for her, 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. I 


_ UGUSTIN having, according to his 
Lady's orders, had the vault built, the 
ſtone engraved, with the inſcription as the will 
directed, filling up the blanks of ima, age, 
and date, the true emblems of mortality, and 
eight days having elapſed ſince the demiſe of 
the Earl, preparations were made for the 
funeral, and as Lady Gertrude interpreted 
the Will of her father literally, ſhe determined 
(however painful the taſk) to ſee him depo- 
ſited, agreeable to his command, in the pariſh 
church (or hamlet) where he died. Her 
men Miſs Emily and Mary, declined o 
ſolemn . 
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go, as her ſpirits were already much depreſſed; 
there was therefore no alternative, and Lady 
Gertrude, ſupported by Auguſtin, attended 
the laſt obſequies of her father as chief mour- 
ner. VF 


It was a mile and a half to the church. 
His Lordſhip was carried on the ſhoulders 
of ſix labourers, in the vicinity of the cot- 
tage, and followed by his daughter. At the 


church they were met by the rector, who 


uſhered the corps into the church with pro- 
per dignity and ſolemnity, when his Lordſhip: 
was buried according to his requeſt, and, after 
the ceremony was over, Lady Gertrude re- 
turned as ſhe went, ſupported by Auguſtin, 
and was met at the door by her ſiſters, ac- 


- 


companied by Madame, who all ſecretly re- 
joiced that the painful cavalcade was over. 


= 


Thus lived in obſcurity for fourteen years, 


and at laſt found the quiet repoſe of neglected 
virtue in a ſilent, unnoticed grave, in a ham- 
: | „ 


Wer: 
1924 
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let where the rector received only forty pounds 
a year, the great, the illuſtrious, Earl of 
Marr, whoſe genealogy boaſts a noble inhe- 
ritance, for to uſe a term which the family 
of De Courcy did honor to, © The men were 
all valiant, and the women all virtuous.” Peace 
then to his manes. Here ends all diſquiſi- 
tion, and all guilt; the virtuous and the 
wiſe ; the wicked and the fool, lie undiſtin- 
guiſhed in this heap of matter. No record 
here; the © regiſtering angel,” may bear the 
mandate, and let m reſt in At aumnber 


Lord Marr, by: is will, ach nina 
that his daughters might not be made ac- 
quainted with their noble pedigree, and ex- 
pectant inheritance, and by the word ſecret, 
which was wrote in capitals, intimating as 
much to Auguſtin and Madame, they had, in 
a private converſation, determined to abide 
by this requeſt, as it could only be to them 
meant, none elſe being privy to the injunc- 
tion; and they had, beſides private motives 
of their own, which could not ſucceed if it 


Was 
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was divulged, and as Lord Marr had laid 

aſide all titles of diſtinction, we muſt now 

do ſo too; therefore we will obſerve, that 1 
Miſs Capel poſſeſſing all the fire and quick- = 
neſs of comprehenſion which her father pof- 4 
ſeſſed, and all his commanding dignity, Au- 
guſtin and Madame were rather awed in her 
preſence, and now that her father had given 

her ſuch power, and as they knew that ſhe 
had many private converſations with him, in 
which he might have informed her of her 

birth with injunction of ſecrecy, and which 

they knew ſhe would implicitly obey, they 

therefore only looked to the youngeſt daugh- 

ters for an increaſe to that fortune which they 
thought not ſuffic tient. 
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In the mean time Madame began to long 
earneſtly for the liberty ſne was now deter- 
mined to enjoy, and a very juſt occaſion of- 
fered for her to try Miſs Capel s intentions, 
for there was no mourning in the houſe, not 
even a ribband that was black, therefore Ma- 
dame took the opportunity of mentioning to 
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her the propriety of her and her ſiſter's wear- 

ing black during the time of ſix months on 
ſo ſolemn and unfortunate an event; and ad- 
ded, that for herſelf ſne could do no leſs than 
ſhew that reſpect to her late maſter, who had 
been ſo liberal to her. % 


Upon the hint being given, Miſs Capel 
did not heſitate to comply; but obſerved, 
how was it to be purchaſed ? The old gar- 
dener was not capable, nor was Auguſtin, 
though ſhe knew that whenever her father 
wanted notes changed into caſh, he uſed to. 
have a horſe, and go to the diſtance of ſixty 
or ſeventy miles, where there was a city, and 
a banking-houſe for that purpoſe ; but tho? 
Auguſtin could have done the buſineſs very 
well, Madame objected, and, after ſeveral; 
and various propoſals, ſhe mentioned, as moſt _ 
fitting, that ſhe herſelf might go to the mar- 
ket-town, and buy what were neceſſary for 
the whole family. Miſs Capel at firſt hefi- 
tated, but at laſt made a very forcible. objec= 
tion, which had never occurred to Madame: 

. How 


- + #4 
+ Fe 
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How was ſhe to get there, for they had no 
| Conveyance but the old grey horſe which 
| Giles rode, and it was fourteen miles to the 
| town; it happened, however, for Madame 
Wi that a fortunate circumſtance preſented it- 
„ ſelf, $23 5 ©2151" 
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1 It is to be obſerved, that the clergyman 


who buried Mr. Capel was preſented with a 


ſcarf, hatband and gloves, a gift he had never 


before received ſince he had had the cure; 
(nor was there a probability he ever would, 


tho he ſnould enjoy it twenty years: ) Mrs. Allen, 


the wife of the miniſter, holding it therefore 
grateful to acknowledge the obligation, as ſne 


looked on the preſent as invaluable, men- 


tioned to her huſband, if it would not be 
proper for her to go and call on the young 
Ladies, and condole with them on their loſs. 


Mr. Capel had often met Mr. Allen in his 


walks, but nothing ever paſſed more than a 
bow, as he was fearful of entertaining a cler- 
gyman, a man of learning and penetration, 
as it might lead to a diſcovery, he there» - 
1 1 fore 


WEIRD SISTERS. "0 
fore always read the Church Service to his 
family himſelf, This cloſe retirement did 
not eſcape the obſervation of Mr. Allen and 
his wife, who, from the recluſe life, they lived 
concluded he was a gentleman who had run 
but his fortune, and was come to decay, and 
therefore another motive of gratitude with 
Mrs. Allen for the viſit, was to adviſe the 
young Ladies what to do. 
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UT before we introduce Mrs. Allen as 
1 8 the firſt viſitor at the cottage, to the - 
daughters of the Earl of Marr, it is neceſſary 

to premiſe, that Mrs. Allen was a very wor- 
thy woman, and the daughter of a clergy- 
man, who reſided at a city of eminence, and 
was an officiating curate in the Cathedral 
there. The only dower he had to give her 
was a good education, and an inſtruction into | 


FT; moral duty, ; 


Mr. Allen was the ſon of a clergyman in 
ficailar circumſtances, excepting that the 


father 


!?!! O 
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father having been preceptor to he ſon of an 
Eſquire in the neighbouring county; had 


been promiſed a living by bim, but delay 


intervening Mr. Allen died, and the father 


thinking it incumbent to do ſomething for 
the ſon (who often reminded him of his 


father's ſervices) this living becoming vacant, 


he was preſented to it, with a wife and two 
ſons ; but however, that we may do juſtice 


to old Mr. Allen's moral inſtructions to his 


pupil, on the demiſe of his father, he pro- 


miſed the ſon to provide for his offspring, 


when they wer? of age to benefit by his in- 
tereſt, in conſequence he had procured about 
four years ago, the one to the promotion of a 


midſhipman in a mam of war, ſtationed in the 


Weſt, and the other an enſign's commiſſion, in 
a regiment deſtined for the Eaſt-Indies. Theſe 

humble offsprings of indigence and want 
(Mr. and Mrs. Allen) lived very comfortablx 


on this narrow pittance. They kept a cow, 
and killed a pig every year; they heard an- 


nually of the welfare of their ſons, and on 
Sunday, when Mr, Allen wore his band, 
a | "NO with 
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with his gown and caſſock, Mrs. Allen put 
on a white apron and handkerchief, - Con- 
fined to the narrow circle in which they lived, 


they never had an opportunity to exerciſe 
the natural benevolence of their hearts, till 


this circumſtance of the death of Mr. Capel 
compelled Mrs. Allen, as ſhe thought to do, 
that which the goodneſs of her diſpoſition 
would have led her to do, for any one where 
ſhe thought it required her condolence and 
advice. | P 


Mrs. Allen in her manners was a plain 


woman, and had, from living ſo many years 
there, and having no converſation with any 


but the farmers and peaſants wives, adopted 
the dialect of the country. Her perſon, 
when young, had been handſome, and, as 
the was married early in life, ſhe ſtill might 
be called a fine (or what the neighbours 
would ſay) a good looking body enough, as 


her age was not more than three and forty. 


6-- '”” 5m 
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This good woman was the firſt” viſitor" at 
the cottage, where Lord Marr had expreſſed 
his wiſhes | that his daughters would reſide 
the remainder of their lives: Mrs. Allen 
having therefore obtained the approbation of 
her huſband, dreſſed herſelf in her Sunday 
cloaths, which conſiſted of a dark- grey ruſſet 
gown, with a white handkerchief and apron, 
and as the ſummer was advancing, the ſcar- 
let fur trimmed cloak gave place to a black 
handkerchief, pinned on each ſide with exact 
neatneſs. When ſhe arrived at the cottage 
door and knocked, Auguſtin came, and 
| knowing Mrs. Allen, from having frequently 
ſeen her in his walks, very civilly aſked her 

« What ſhe would pleaſe to have?“ but had 
Auguſtin known her intention, he would have 
been prepared to have denied her admiſſion, / 
for, notwithſtanding the degradation of his 
late maſter, he always belie ved him innocent; 
therefore looked on him and his family in 
the ſame high diſtinction their birth had placed 
them in, and always treated them with the 
moſt obſervant reſpect ; he would therefore 


have 
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think) that Mrs. Allen was not a viſitor pro- 
diſmiſſed her accordingly as an impertinent 
quick (to his queſtion of what ſhe wanted) 
had never been aſked ſince they had reſided 


found not to be always neceſſary, and Au- 


fore went to the parlour, where Miſs Capel 


len, the parſon's wife, had taken the liberty 15 


* WEIRD. SISTERS, | 
have thought (if time had been given him to 


per for his young Ladies, and would have 


woman: But Mrs. Allen anſwering him 


cc jf Miſs Capels were at home ? a queſtion he 


there. Truth (which in ſuch offices has been 


guſtin having long been out of the rotine of 
viſiting) caught him out of his ſtation, and 
he immediately anſwered yes; when Mrs. 
Allen (who knew propriety) begged he 
would let them know that ſhe (Mrs. Allen) 
had called on them to pay a morning vilit. 


Auguſtin could not now recede, he there- 


and her ſiſters were ſitting with Madame, and 
delivered his meſſage, by ſaying, Mrs. Al- 


to call and aſk them how they did? 
Madame, ! 


WEIRD 818 T ERS. 7 
Madame, who knew Mr. and Mrs. Allen 


perfectly well by ſight, inſtantly replied for 


Miſs Capel; but yet addreſſing her: © You 


will not ſee her, Miſs, will you?” Miſs 
| Capel, who remembered the name of Mr, 


Allen when he performed the laſt ſolemn 
office for her' father, and with how much 
reſpect he did perform it, could not, from her 
natural rectitude of mind, be guilty of a 
breach of propriety, and therefore checked 
Madame, by, ſaying immediately, « To be 
ſure, Madame, I will; what can juſtify my 
conduct in a refuſal to lo much civility and 


attention? 2 
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TN conſequence of this declaration, ſo full 
of benevolence to Mrs. Allen, and ſome 


aſperity towards Madame, ſhe was introduced 


by Auguſtin, when Miſs Capel deſired her 
to walk to the fire, and fit down. : 
Mrs. Allen replied * No, I thank you, 
Miſs, I am quite hot ;” but the fight of her 
in mourning (of which Madame had juſt _ 
been telling her was neceſſary they ſhould all 
wear) and ſeeing the propriety of it, at the 
fame time calling to her mind the fad, fad oc- 
caſion, Miſs Capel, with all her fortitude, could 
not refrain from burſting forth into a flood of 
Fe | i. tears, 
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tears, and with fincere grief lamenting the 
cauſe of ker viſit, and her father's death, 


Mrs. Allen (equally from the goodneſs of 
her heat) could not refrain from tears like wiſe; 
but knowing ſhe came to condole, ſoon endea- 
voured to dry them, and replied, Aye, 
there now; lack-a-day, Miſs, you muſt not 
ſob and cry ſo; we all mult die, you know, 
ſooner or later. I thought I ſhould. have 
broke my poor heart when my father died; 
he was as good a man as ever broke bread ; 
but ſitting with hands folded will not boil the 
| cauldron : Come, Miſs, do not give way to 
grief; you muſt come and ſee me; my good 
maiſter will gi ye a hearty welcome. A la! 
my dear, you do not know what you have 
to encounter yet in this wicked world ; more's 
the pity la. Well, may you have grace to 
reſiſt its wiles, I pray. Three fine Miſſes ye 
be to be ſure, bleſſings for it. Ah, la! 1 
have two lads abroad, fine lads too, as ever 
you clap'd your eyes on, and as good, Miſs, 
as they are handſome, bleſſing for it. O!] it 
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makes my heart bleed, when I think of their 
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being ſo far off from me and my good 
man, as we may both die, Miſs, and never 


ſee them again, 19085 know.“ 


Thus Mirs. Allen run on without any in- 


terruption, trying to mollify her grief by 
compariſon, an expedient frequently ſucceſs- 


ful, till the mention of her ſons being abſent, 
ſo far as to admit of a doubt that ſhe might 
never ſee them again: Madame, (to divert 1 
the ſubject of Mr. Capel's death from his | 


daughters) aſked Mrs. Allen where "oY 15 


were ? 


cc Ha, la! Heavens bleſs them, one is in 
the Eaſt- Indies, and the other in the Weſt: 
I ſhall never ſee them again.” Here the 
checked a riſing tear, which was obſerved by 
Miſs Cape, who told her © She hoped ſhe ES 
would. Her gets,” ſhe added, © were re- 
trievable.” 


: ec Ah, 


WEIRD SISTERS. Y =, 
1 Ab, la! Miſs, replied Mrs. Allen, | 
« every thing | is for the beſt, and ſo my good 
man always tells me when he ſees I am low-. 
ſpirited. You muſt know, Miſs, that the 


Eſquire — no, , not the Eſquire — the 


Eſquire's father;“ and then Mrs. Allen re- 
lated the whole of her huſband's being pre- 
ſented to the living, upon the death of the 
late incumbent, of the proviſion made for 
her ſons, interlarding it with ſo many joys and 
griefs of her own, and fo many juſt obſer- 


voations on the diſappointments and vexations 
they had occaſioned, at the ſame time con- 


cluding all was for the beſt; that Miſs Capel 
was not only delighted with her company, 


but had received more conſolation from her 
re marks on the inſtability of worldly poſſeſſi- 
ons, than any ſhe had received from her 
ſiſters or Madame fince the death of her 
father, who had been dead near a fortnight. 


At length Mrs. Allen concluded the hiſ- 
tory of her huſband and herſelf, with their 
two ſons (whom ſhe called her dear Charles 
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410 her dear Ned) with a panegyric on the 
Efquire, who, ſhe ſaid, was as worthy a ſoul 
as ever lived, and ſo free (for all he has 


an eſtate of four thouſand a year) that ane 


will ſpeak to the pooreſt perſon in the world; 
but only, Miſs, he has one fault, he is a ſad 
rake; but he is young, and will mend of that 


in time; it is a long lane that has no turning, 


as the ſaying is.— Mrs. Allen, ſtopping, gave 
Madame an opportunity to aſk this amiable 
Gentleman's name, and where he lived ? to 


which Mrs. Allen anſwered, with candour, 


that his name was Eſquire Langdale, of 
Crichton Priory, near Litchfield, in the county 


of Stafford. But he has, added ſhe, a ſmall 


hunting ſeat in this neighbourhood, about 
four or five miles off, that he comes to in the 
hunting and ſhooting ſeaſon, though, added 
ſhe, he is here now, as the houle is. reparing. 5 
do aſſure you, Ladies, Mr. Langdale is a 

very handſome young man, and notynarried, : 

-more's the pity ! 5 


_  - +WEIRD 8IS TERRA... 
The eulogium which Mrs. Allen gave to 
the merits of the patrons of her huſband and 
ſons, admitted of no reply. Madame and 
the younger Ladies were ſilent from policy, 
Miſs Capel from prudence; when Mrs. 
Allen, calling her recollection in aid, remem- 
bered that ſne had as yet but fulfilled half of 
her good intentions, and the advice remained 
ſtill unadminiſtered, when, obſerving the 1. 
dies to be dreſſed in white, (addreſſing Miſs 
Capel) *] ſuppoſe, Miſs, the mantua- maker 
has not finiſhed your black gown ; I wiſh I 
had. known, I could have recommended a 
very tidy maiden, farmer Doyle's daughter, 
of this pariſh, who would have ſtitched them 
up preſently, and all in the faſhion too, for 
ſhe is come home from Brittleſworth, our mar- 
ket town, to ſtay a few days with her brother, : 


being juſt out of his time, No ſhe would 
have done them nicely for you.” | 


This prefatory | diſcourſe, tending _- 
what dwelt moſt on Madame's mind (a trip 
to > BU ſhe looked fo ER 
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at Miſs Capel, as for her immediately to re- 
collect the converſation they were upon, when 


Auguſtin announced the firſt viſitor in Mrs. 
Allen; ſhe therefore replied to her interro- 


gatory, reſpecting the cauſe of their not being 


in black, in the moſt condeſcending and ſweet 


. expreſſions. 


& Why, lab Mrs. Allen, 7 am rather 
in a difficulty reſpecting our furniſhing our- 


ſelves with thoſe melancholy neceſſaries, which 
Madame La Fey ſays is proper for us to 
appear in; for we have only the old grey 
horſe which Giles rides, and it is a great way 
to Brittleſworth,” “ 


P 
— 


This intimation of Miſs Capel's, of the 


cheapeſt way of travelling, confirmed Mrs. 


Allen, in her and her huſband's opinion, that 
there were no great riches: She therefore, 
without heſitating, and from her natural be- 
nevolence, immediately anſwered : * Well, 
we have a little green cart, which ſtands in 
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the cow-houſe, and has not been uſed ſince 

Charley and Neddy were boys, which you 
ſhall have and welcome. Old Giles may put 
the grey horſe in, and drive; it will carry 
you all, every one, I know, for it uſed to 
carry all us there, when we went to make 


a holiday with the poor bearns.”. 


This firſt accommodation, to carry the 
daughters of the Earl of Marr from their ſe- 
cluſion into the world, would have offended 
Madame beyond the power of forgiveneſs, d 
had not her own impatience to gain admit- 
tance over-ruled every other ſuggeſtion ; 
therefore looking at Miſs Capel with eyes of 
approbation, ſhe took the hint, and, with 
great affability, thanked Mrs. Allen for her 
kind offers, faying, at the fame. time, that 
only Madame was going there; and that, if 
they could have the green Carriage the next 
day, Giles ſhould fetch it. 


Thi Mrs. Allen mace to N 
and now thinking her viſit had been long 
5 —— enough, 


13 
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enough, ſhe roſe to depart, begging of Miſs 


re- 
ity ol 


Ortun 


— 


lancholy, 


to give way to me 


« All muſt die,“ and hoping ſhe 


would come and ſee her and her good, man 
at the parſonage, which Miſs Capel faid ſhe 


ly ſhould take the firſt opp 


doing, left them. 


certain 


| Capel not 
peating, 
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CHAP. XII. 


RS. Allen was no ſooner out of fight 
of the houſe than Madame began, in 
a -Janguage half French, half Engliſh (for 
when ſhe was in a paſſion ſhe could not ar- 
ticulate clearly, in either ſeparately. 5 «Ant: 
Lo” Diable, it is aſtoniſhing to me (ſaid 
Madame) at the aſſurance of ſome people. 
Did it become ſuch a woman as Mrs. Allen 
to viſit them ? Her huſband knew his diſtance 
better, for he never preſumed to call on Mr. 
Capel, nor ſhould ſhe on the daughters; but 
peut etre gue, ſhe thought herſelf equal ; but, 
if ſhe knew otherwiſe, tant pis.” . 
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Madame ceaſing to proceed farther, Miſs 
Capel took upon her to reply, by obſerving, 
that ſhe thought very differently from her, 
and Judged of Mrs. Allen's conduct in a very 
amiable view. © You, Madame (proceeded 


Miſs Capel) might have obſerved, that Mrs, | 
Allen ſpoke of two ſons, whom ſhe loved, 


and who were very dutiful; now it was very 


natural for her to ſee through that medium, 
and, knowing we were deprived of a fond 


and indulgent parent, how could ſhe do bet- 
ter than viſit the children of ſuch aMiction 7 


Beſides, Madame, has ſhe not accommodated 


you with a conveyance to-morrow to Brit- 
tleſworth ? I ſuppoſe * mean to go ? at leaſt 
you did not refuſe it,” | 


\« Les... faid Ge, + 4 1 eft vrai, and ; 
I ſhall go.” | 


Well,“ faid Miſs DO « you pal” 
to eſteem her for that at leaſt, and Tam ſure 
her company afforded me much confolation". 
and relief.“ 


| « Do. 
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Do you intend to return che viſit? 23 nd 
Miſs Emily, gravely, 


N Certainly,” returned Mig „n ce for 
I think Mrs. Allen will be a pleaſant neigh- 
bour in our retirement, and, indeed, I ſee 
nothing that ſhould exclude her from being 
our equal. Is ſhe not the daughter and wife 
of a clergym xt What is the poſſeſſion of a 
few paltry thouſands, compared to true merit 


in the compariſon? Poverty has been the 


occaſion of her worth being buried in ob- 
ſcurity, and of her huſband's, Mr. Allen: 
But where is that affluence, which would 
bring to public notice, thoſe virtues of heart 


and mind, which that worthy woman 1 
ſeſſen ? | 


Madame only exclaimed, ce Mon 4 D * | 


and retired. 


Mae and the two younger Ladies had 
no ſooner retired to their private room, than 
. waſhes: of the one met the reciprocal 


wiſhes 


\ 


| #: : 5 
* 
0 
. 


— — 0 


5 
*-t, Att 
3: . 
+ + "ON 2 
ih. ut 4 
$ 1 
+4 / 
1 12 
N 
LT; 
£ 1 
| . V; 
NA 
1k. + 
% 
i 
1 
N + 
7 
FFI 
G . 4 
Ta 
i 1 
P nd * 
1 
n 1 
, 1 
1.81 1 
N. . 
* 
i \ 
"7, > i] 
18 gh 
C : * 
. py 
* . 
n 
o - 
15 
1 1 
23: BS +1, 
n 
. LO 
+ 1 
9 7 
1 5 
4 
7 * 
j : 
f "Iu OF it 


on 
* 


) 
* 
7 
; 5 j 
1 
14 
1 . 
. 
TC. - 17 
„Nas 
3 
be. 1% 
3 
G . 
41 
Ie 
* 24 
I 4 . 
Pa: 
4 
e 
Ft 
* 
p 7+ 4, 
* 
i” © i 
-- 15 
9 . 
nee? 
| . 
Cake! 
3 
0 ; 
=. 7 
PTE ”: 
Y 3». 
bt 1 
91 17 
= 
. 
n y 
$7.5 . 
iS 1 
e 
. 
5 . 
o 
x 11% 
— 
P , 
* 
1 
4 
5 
* 

WE 0 
1 
e 
. 
14 
> =} of 
» & 3 

Ee” 
EY 
7% 
* ©: 
2 
28 {10 
q M4 : 
*# 3} 
19 1 
& F7 
SEE 1 
28. 
1 
„ 
14 
I 
en 
. 
7 
* * 
1 
n 
en 
phe 
"3.4 8 
+- 4 
14 
. o ; - 
23 
1 
- — 
4. 
A 1 
471 
* 1 
' 1 ve 
N ak) » 
2*; BY 
* 
N 
15 
, A 
2 Ps : 
+. 48 
= " 
4 
47 
* 
0” 
. F, me 
LY | 
+19 : 
A . + 
. 
5 
11 


% WEIRD SISTERS. 


een — 
- E 


8 — 7 — 
0 _— . - 
TI VE — ———üä oo ee Arn tes” — ws oujand 


- ES = 4 
— - — — _ _ 
— * — E — — — The GB we * — 
— — ww ——ũ—ä— . — — — —ä 8 — ——— — — — 
= — 2 —— 3 a 7 : : 
> op — — > — _ — 2 R 2 1 mor. 2 - — 2 2 
: » anc, EE, RT A td 2.87 SR ng - 
— r 1 * 
— = a . Rr — — . Sag Fam — 
- oy — — * * Rom - — a = = wh wm, - — — — * — he 
+ — — wo . — * 2 8 — > ww ot 
2 loo — * 3 r r 
— == — — * — 
. = 
4 
\ 


they declared theirs, that they might; nay, 
they went ſtill farther, that they would, ang 


tenuate the fault of Madame reſpecting Mrs. 


ſumption (as ſhe called it) only as ſhe viewed 


at dinner they told Miſs Capel of their in- 


We 
. 
r 


wiſhes of the other, and as Madame expreſſed | 
herſelf by her wiſh that they could go with 
her the next morning, at the ſame moment 


when Madame made an exception to the 
carriage, ſaid they ſhould prefer it of all 
things ; but we muſt, in ſome meaſure, ex- 


Allen; for ſhe looked on Mrs. Allen's pre- 


her Ladies, as they were the daughters and 
co-heireſſes of the Earl of Marr, while Mrs. 
Allen viewed them as the daughters of a 
decayed Gentleman ; at the ſame time Miſs 
Capel ſaw herſelf and ſiſters as the inheritors 
of the remaining fortune of a Gentleman of 


property. 


When they bait FIR JR ſettled it that 
they would go the next morning to Brittleſ- 
worth with Madame to buy their mourning, 


tention, who n to it ſtrongly, repre- 
em 


a 


WEIRD SISTERS. 27 


ſemting that, as Madame had faid it was pro- 
per for them to put it on, it was highly inde- 
cent to appear before they had got it ; but all 
arguments were over-ruled by the poſitive 
one that they would go; for nobody could 


know them, that indeed was a certain truth, 
as they had never yet been ſeen ; but had 
Miſs Capel poſſeſſed the moſt powerful ora- 
tory, and by arguments almoſt convinced 


them of the impropriety of their proceed- 


ings, they had no ſooner retired to the apart- 


ment of Madame, but it appeared as ſophiſ- 


try againſt her more powerful perſuaſions of 
ſeeing the world, and of being ſeen, from 


which ſhe had, ſince the Jeni of their pa- 
rent, convinced them every hour was an 


age, and indeed ſhe brought Mrs. Allen as a 


proof that it ought to be fo, from her re- 
commending the green cart to them all, im- 


plying, that ſhe thought they had been long 
enough confined, the only point of view in 
which Madame ſpoke favorably of her. 
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During the evening, previous to the tour 
to Brittleſworth, Miſs Capel obſerved, with 


extreme regret, that the pleaſure her ſiſters 
ſeemed to enjoy, by anticipation, in their minds, 


by this excurſion, over- ruled all ſorrow, 9 
every other conſideration of paſt (and indeed, 


as ſhe thought, of preſent) calamities; ſhe 


could not help obſerving too, that Madame 
ſeemed too well pleaſed on the occaſion, and 

thought that time and experience ought to 
have taught her better, at leaſt have taught 
her to have, in ſome meaſure, concealed it; 


but, as they expreſſed their ſatisfaction only 


by looks, without ſaying a word, ſhe had her- 
felf no inclination to enter on a ſubje& ſo 
diſagreeable to her on every account, and her 
fiſters poſitive determinations to go, not- 
withftanding her repreſentations of the im- 
propriety of it; taught her the firſt leſſon 


(which her father, in their private converſa- 


tions, had, with a kind of prophetic earneſt- 


. nels, recommended to her care) to check, if 


poſlible, a levity, which this firſt inſtance | 


ſeemed to tell her would not be 1 in her power: 
Madame 
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W too, by her filence, ſeemed t to en- 
courage them to ee 5 EM | 


my 1 of the following day (which 
was the beginning of April) the ſun aroſe 
with reſplendid mildneſs; the dew lay in 
ſpangled drops on the tufted graſs and her- 
bage; all was ſerene and mild; expectation 
played in youthful fancies in the breaſts of 
MWiſs Emily and Miſs Mary, while Madame's 
was agitated with hope, and tantalized with 
loſt enjoyment ; fourteen years, from the age 
of four-and-twenty, had left only vanity to 
ſupport decay, and deception was ſubſtituted _ 
for prudence ; ſhe ſighed over the remains 

of her loſt Lord, and rejoiced at the acqui- 
ſition of her independence. All were happy, 
ſave Miſs Capel; ſhe thought no peace or 
felicity could be found beyond the boundaries 
of the limit her father had preſcribed to them, 
and when old Giles, dreſſed in his Sunday © 
coat and hat, drove the old grey horſe, with 

the green cart (which Mrs. Allen had tho- 


| roughly cleaned and waſhed) up to the door. : 


(Alas t 
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(Alas 1 i it was the firſt carriage which had 
ever ſtopped there.) Her heart ſeemed to 
ſink within her breaſt, and ſhe could not 
check the impulſe ſufficiently, as to prevent 


her exclaiming, „Will this be fortunate?“ 


The cart, however, was no ſooner ſeen by 
Miſs Emily, than ſhe cried out with joy, 
« O, here is Giles!“ When Miſs Capel, af- 


ter recovering herſelf, found it neceſſary to 


go to the iron cheſt (where ſhe had not yet 
been ſince the death of her father) for the 
mod material article, as Auguſtin had ſup- 
plied all neceſſaries ſince the death of his 


maſter, ſhe therefore collected all the lega- 
tees into her room (for ſince Mr. Capet's 


death ſhe had ſlept there herſelf with the 


fame ſecurities, and the loaded piſtols which 


he had) when, taking the key of this valua- 


ble depoſitory, which was locked' in a little 
private drawer in the book-caſe, ' Auguſtin 
was ordered to open it, which, with ſome 


, exertions of ſtrength and difficulty, he per- 


formed, After the cheſt was opened nothing 
PROM | 
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appeared (to the amazement and terror of 
Madame, and no doubt of Auguſtin) for the 
cheſt ſtood in a dark corner ; but on Miſs 


Capel's kneeling down (more out of reſpect 
to the noble donor, and reverence to her de- 

ceaſed parent, than any anxiety on account 

of her fortune, or doubt of his integrity) ſhe 


ſaw a ſmall key, and in the middle of the 
cheſt an incloſed one, faſtened by a padlock ; 
this key being applied, eaſily opened it. 


The firſt thing that preſented itſelf to her 


view was a ſmall parcel, carefully wrapped 


up in paper, and ſealed with this label, « For 
my dear firſt-born child, Gertrude.” The 
ſecond, ſealed with equal care, and directed as 
the other, © For my dear child, Emily; and 

on another, in the ſame manner, For my 


dear child, Mary: But no ſirname was af- 


fixed to either. Auguſtin's and Madame's were 
likewiſe ſo directed. Miſs Capel, when ſhe 


ſaw the hand-writing of her dear deceaſed 
father, expreſſive of ſuch affection in the ſu: 
Perſeription and in the bequeſt, could not _ 

_  revam 
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| r efr ain from paying that homage to parental 
tenderneſs which her heart dictated; while 


ſtill on her knees, and her eyes overflowing 


with a ſuffuſion of tears, ſhe raiſed them, and 


implored him to look down and ſhelter, by 


his guidance and protection, his helpleſs off: 
ſpring. This dutiful ejaculation made her 


take up the parcels directed to her ſiſters, and 


as ſhe ſeverally gave them into their hands, 
accompanied them with this exhortation: 


e Here Emily, here Mary, are the laſt teſti- 


monies you ever can receive of a tender fa- ; 
ther's bequeſt ; ſmall is this donation, in eſti- 
mation of his invaluable inſtruction: Oh! 
do not let them remain fruitleſs ; . receive 
theſe as his leſſer gifts, and value them ace 


Ney. 


Mis Emily and Mary were affected . 


the moment. Miſs Capel then delivered to 
Avguſtin and Madame their ſeveral parcels, 


which contained their legacies, which, when 
they had received, with a proper reſpect to 


the 


- 
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the giver, and a grateful remembrance of 
the donor, they GE the apartments. 


Miſs Emily * Mary fook ello Ma- ü 
dame, when ſhe was deſired to break the 
ſcals, which, on examination, were the arms 
of the noble family of Dacre, quartered with 
thoſe of the late Counteſs, their mother, the. 
only teſtimony he left them of their anceſtry... 
Within the cover of the papers, which con- 
tained bank-notes to the amount of twenty 
thouſand pounds, was this addreſs to echt 

« My dear child, let not the 1 
this fortune make you ever forget yourſelf, 
or forget your parent. Place it in an inferior 
ſtation, and let truth, juſtice and virtue, guide 
you in the acquiſition, and the uſe of it, and 
ever hold your ſiſter Gertrude's example and 
precept as a pattern, and be ſecret.“ 


This admonition, as coming, they thought, 
from the lips of their father in his grave, 
this poſthumous leſſon almoſt made them 


3 „„ ͤ heſitate 


| 
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| heſitate whether they ſhould go to Brittle 1 
worth, ſo expreſsly againſt Miſs Capel's con- 
ſent, till Madame told them the injunction 
could not extend to ſuch trifles, after taki ng 
therefore out ſufficient for their preſent expen- 


ces, they aſſigned the reſt to the care of Ma- 


dame, who locked it all up ſafe with her 
own, amidſt newſpapers, pamphlets and maga- 
zines, the old repoſitory of Len and 


information. 


Miſs Capel left alone, amidſt the wreck 
of their father's fortune, and obſerving that 
a parcel ſtill remained unclaimed, ſhe opened 
it, when ſhe found an addreſs from him to 
herſelf, exhorting her to watch with circum- 
ſpection the riſing frailties of her ſiſters; that 
the encloſed where the pictures of himſelf, 


and of her late dear mother, and a family 


ſeal, which he begged her to preſerve, and 
keep always about her; not, as he ſays, that 


he ſuppoſes ſhe will ever forget him, but to 


remember ſhe had likewiſe a mother, and a 
family, whoſe honor would be tainted by 
ws | 9 5 We 
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any deviation in them. This was the moſt 
pointed reſerence Lord Marr had ever given 
of their lineage; but as Lady Gertrude was 
held in total ignorance, ſhe could form no 
concluſion from the words © a family,” and 
the behaviour of Madame, reſpecting her 
ſiſters, had ſo eſtranged her from her confi- 
dence, that ſhe would not condeſcend to aſæ 
her for an explanation, even if ſne had ſup- 
poſed the could have given one, or if her 


curioſity had been awakened by words ſhe 
could not e 


Miſs Capel had but juſt finiſhed her la- 
mentations over the repreſentation of her 
parents, and traced in the features of her 
mother thoſe of her ſiſters, and had again 
depoſited them in the cheſt with her own 
treaſures (thinking theſe by far the moſt valu- 
able) and had locked the cheſt, and placed the 
key where it was found, when, all reflection 
having fled their thoughts, Miſs Emily and 
Miſs Mary gaily entered the chamber, telling 
her they were going, and aſking if ſhe would 


not 
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not come to the door and ſee them ſet off? * 
Miſs Capel accompanied her ſiſters; but not 
with that cheerfulneſs which animated every 
feature of their faces; Madame apparently - 


2 * — * 
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| wore a little dejection, and having previouſſy 

Ni ſettled with Miſs Capel what ſhe was to buy 

| ber, they proceeded to the door, and then to 

it the gate, when Auguſtin handed them in, 
| and afterwards ſeated them with as much re- 
ſpect and attention, as if it had been the co- 


roneted coach of his deceaſed Lord, and they 
were as well ſatisfied as if it had; when old 
Giles giving a {mack to his whip, with a hiſs, 
which language the old horſe underſtood very 
well, and appointing Miſs Capel to dine with 
| her at five o'clock, they drove from the door, 
if and were ſoon out of fight : Old Giles driving 
| the horſe, not being ſenſible of the valuable 
| b _ had i in truſt. 0 
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UT before we pete to Brittleſworth, 
let us delineate the Weird Sifters. Miſs 
Capel, the eldeſt daughter, was in perſon 
like her father, tall and well-proportioned, 
with auburn hair, dark, penetrating eyes, 
regular features, blooming complexion, and, 
in a word, very handſome: Her underſtand. 
ing too ſhe inherited from him, a ſound and 
clear judgment, quick perception of right and 
wrong; deciſive and firm, when ſhe knew her- 
ſelf right; not eafily biaſſed, or credulous; of a 
ſweet, mild and even temper; naturally cheer- 
ful, and ne ver alarmed by 1 ag terrors, 
Vouch 4 - and 


g8 WEIRD SISTERS. / 
and poſſeſſed of great fortitude in real ones. 
Her humanity was conſpicuous on every oc- 
caſion when called on, and hence her parti- 
ality to Mrs. Allen, from knowing how much 
at the time ſhe ſtood in want of that allevi- 
tion her company afforded her. 


Miſs Emily and Miſs Mary were (as has 
been obſerved) twins, and beauties of diffe- 
rent tints from their ſiſter ;*they promiſed 
to be equally tall as herſelf, with fair bloom- 
ing complexions, fine flaxen hair, which flowed 
in profuſion over their ſhoulders (not having 
yet ſuffered under the torturing hand of a 
freizure) blue eyes, which ſhed ſuch a placid 
mildneſs over their features, and at the ſame 
time gave an animation to the whole woman; 

they were very young, conſequently gay and 
volatile, which had received no check from 
the inſtruction of their preceptreſs, Madame 
La Fey; their tempers had a ſmall allay of 
levity and credulity, which might have re- 
ceived due correction, with a proper moni- 
treſs ; but now they knew of no guide but 
| their 
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their own will; for though their father had 
expreſſed his wiſhes, that they would attend 

to the advice and admonition of their elder 

ſiſter, they unfortunately were taught to be- 
lieve they were as wiſe, and as capable of 
judging for themſelves. Theſe young Ladies 
were likewiſe ſo exactly alike, as for the moſt 
diſcerning not to diſcover any difference. — 
Thoſe who were in a habit of being always 


with them (their fond father particularly) uſed 


to fancy they thought, that they could perceive 
a difference, either in the prominence of the 
chin of one, or the rounder forehead of the 
other, but they were vague deceptions ; the 
only difference which could be aſcertained 
with certainty was, that Miſs Mary had a 
ſmall impediment in her ſpeech, and the let- 


ter H, in the words How—Half—Hem— 


Hippy —Her—with others, where that let- 


ter requires a ſtrong emphaſis, occaſioned an 
\ heſitation ; but we cannot call it either a 


blemiſh or defect, for her features being 
beautifully regular, it produced a variation, 
that was allowed by the family to be ſo plea- 
r —_— 
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ſing, as to give her the preference of being 
the handſomeſt of the two on that account. 


Such were the Weird Sifters, when the green 
cart drove two of them from the door of the 
cottage, unknowing and unaſpiring, the off- 


ſpring of diſgrace and calumny, how different 
the period of fourteen years had wrought in 
their minds, a reader of ſenſibility is not now 
to ye taught. 


— 


When Miſs Emily and Mary left the cot- 
tage, in all the gaiety of youthful thought- 
leſſneſs, to purchaſe a ſable veſtment to wear 
in token of their grief, and to ſhew reſpe& 
to the memory of their deceaſed father, they 


were dreſſed in white, as neither of them 
had ever worn any other colour, nor would they 


have known from their habits that there had 
been any ſuch thing as colours, had not na- 


ture (ever bountiful!) diſplayed them to | 


them in all her variegated beauties, of the . 
roſe, the violet, the daiſy, and the crocus, 
with various others: Or when any ruſtic, to 
decorate the head of the cook, or houſe- 
maid, 
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maid, brought a preſent of a top-knot from 
ſome neighbouring wake. Their white robes 
were (when wanted) bought by Auguſtin at 
the city (and Madame's fancy ſupplied the 
reſt) which he purchaſed; at this time their 
heads were adorned with chip bonnets, trim- 
med with white ribands, and « Nature was 
_ ſubſtitute for Art,” in the manner of the put- 
ting on, as taſte made them negligently care- 


leſs whether faſhion. bore any wu in the 
decoration. | 


They were out of ſight, and Miſs Capel 
returned towards the houſe, dejected and un- 
happy. Her ſiſters had never been from 
under the ſame roof with herſelf before; it 
ſcemed to her as if they, as well as her fa- 

ther, had left her never to return again. — 
The habitation was deſolate. She applied 

to her harpſichord, but an hour made mufic 
 irkſome. The garden was then ſought to, to 
beguile the tedious minutes, -but Giles was 
not there, and the garden without his labour 
became i in a moment barren, though the ſea- 
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fon ſhewed her in the fineſt vegitation. Her : 


watch was applied to oftener than every hour, 


and ſhe knew from that they could not delay, 


or deceive her, for ſhe had made them both 


ſet theirs exactly with hers, when they went 


away. The agitation, and revolutionary in- 
quietudes, which aſſailed her mind, with all 
her fortitude, were not ſufficient to guard her 


ſpirits from apprehenſions. At length ſhe 
applied the ſpecific moſt congenial with her 
own mind, which was, that the ſerene hap- 


pineſs they had enjoyed uninterruptedly at 
tne” cottage, would have become from habit 


ſo natural, as to make them return more 
ſatisfied in the ſecluſion than before, and thus 
make what ſhe apprehended an evil, confirm 


her in a certainty that they would not leave 5 
her again, for Miſs Capel loved her fifters 


with the ſincereſt affection, and now that her 


father had, in ſome meaſure, left them under 


her protection, if it did not increaſe her love, 
it increaſed her ſolicitude for them; and belides 
their beauty, which, from their ſtrong reſem+ 


5 blance to each other, made that beauty « ſtill 


more 


them. 


2 


At laſ Miſs Capel was releaſed from her 


anxiety by Auguſtin coming into the parlour 


where ſhe was ſitting muſing (reflecting on 
the paſt, and fearful of the future) and ſaying 
the carriage was in the lane, for he could 5 


not frame his accent to tell the daughter of 


his Lord that the cart was there. On hearing 


this, ſhe haſtily roſe, and went to the gate, 


but her expectation received a check; When, 
as they approached, ſhe ſaw them all in the 
higheſt ſpirits and good temper, without any 


apparent fatigue, notwithſtanding they had 
jolted in ſuch an uneaſy carriage eight-and- 


twenty miles. When they came to the door 


they alighted (by the aſſiſtance of Auguſtin) 
with as much agility, as if they had not been 


a mile, and the cart, being unloaded of its 


contents, diſcovered to Miſs Capel ſuch an 


abundance of things, ſome made and others 
unmade, as ſhewed they muſt have made good 


uſe of their time. Giles was ordered to take 


F 4 ſome 


WEIRD SISTERS. 0; 


more beautiful 8 e every one chat ſaw 
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ſome refreſhment before he returned with 
the cart to Mr. Allen's, and during this time 
they recollected the mantua-maker was now 
neceſſary; therefore ſending their united 
thanks to Mrs. Allen for the uſe of the con- 
veyance, begged, at the ſame time, ſhe would 
ſend the farmer's daughter ſhe mentioned. 
Giles delivered the meſſage, and returned 
with an anſwer, that ſhe would be there the 
next morning.. Theſe ſeveral i innovations 6a 


Brittleſworth, and the introduction of, a man- 
tua-maker (whatever bulwarks had been i 
- raiſed) rogether with the amiable and. lovely | 

inhabitants, could never have longer admitted 
the cottage to be called a ſecluſion, © 


\ 


privacy, Mrs. Allen's viſit, the journey to 


(> * g Mo) 
g „ : 
*. . 
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O N the following morning, agreeable to 


the promiſe, the mantua-maker came, 


and was introduced to Miſs. Capel and her 
ſiſters by Mrs. Allen herſelf, who (with the 
beſt intentions) had preſumed on the civility 


of her firſt reception, the loan of the cart, 
and the recommendation of Rachael Doyle, 
the farmer's daughter, to pay a ſecond viſit, 


purpoſely, as ſhe ſaid, to introduce the girl. 


Miſs Capel was very glad to ſee her, but 
Madame, from the familiarity of this ſecond 


intruſion, began to ſuſpect her as a ſpy, and 


* 3. - beheld 
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beheld her i in that view, and when Miſs Capel 5 | | 
untied the rolls of bombazine, and offered 


M rS. Allen the different purchaſes for her in- 


ſpection, ſome of which ſhe approved, and 


others ſhe thought too dear, not only con- 


firmed her in that idea, but ſhe began to 

doubt whether Miſs Capel had not employed 
her as ſuch.— Among the, faſhionable geer 
(as Mrs. Allen called them) were two black 


bonnets for the younger Ladies, and one for 


Madame 1n the higheſt mode Brittleſworth © 


could produce, and though they might not - 


be in the exact taſte of St. James's at the 


moment, yet, from the great improvement 
in the carriages and roads, faſhions were not 


fo long travelling down three hundred miles 
as formerly, when the ſhape of a cloak or 


hat would be half a century before it reached 2 


the Land's-End from London; and thoſe 


good folks, who had property to diſpoſe of, 


made their wills, with great ſolemnity, 5 
when they intended taking ſuch a journey. 


Miſs Capel's bonnet was not permitted by ] 


them to Toy: they therefore 'only bought 
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ſelf. 


- 


Mrs. Allen, when the ſaw fo much money I 


had been expended in what the thought mgre 


than required to be had, blamed Madame in 
her mind for ſuffering them to diminiſh a 
ſmall patrimony by profuſion, and thereſore, 
before ſhe left them, took an opportunity to 
tell Miſs Capel that Rachael Doyle would 


make their things up very cheap, and not te 


give her more than 2 agreed with het 


to take; for, ae ſhe, “money hath wings, 
and fleeth away.“ On leaving them ſhe 
preſſed Miſs Capel to come to the parſonage, 
and to ſee her good man, and added, if 
the Miſſes, your ſiſters, will come, we ſhall 


be glad to ſee them, and as for the cart, 
whenever you have a mind to go to Brittleſ= 
worth, you may have it, and I hope, Mis, 


(to Miſs Capel) when they go again, you 
will pluck up your ſpirits, and go to.“ I do 


not wonder they were ſo pleaſed; to be ſure 9 . 
it was living but a melancholy life here. 


Fs on. 


_ the neceſſarie requilite, if ſhe choſe one c her- 
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Miß s Capel was not pleaſed i this ob- 


ſervation of Mrs. Allen” s, and much more. 
had ſhe been diſturbed in her mind, when, on 
Mrs. Allen having aſked them before how }. 
they liked their ride, they declared they 


| ſhould like to go every day. Miſs Capel, 
on their return home, had made no obſerva- 
tions, only afking them, © if they were not 


0 


tired riding ſo far?“ But Miſs Emily had 


fenced her by a very emphatical remark, 
« that ſhe had rode in a cart before; and 


indeed ſo ſhe had, but it was only in a hand | 


cart, that old Giles uſed to draw from the 


garden to the poultry yard, with the offal. of. | 
the vegetables, and their good father delighted. 
to ſee them return in it. Happy ignorance,,' . 


enviable ſimplicity, when injured, and de- 
famed virtue ſought ſecluſion in the humble 
path of nature, and beauty and innocence 
were e foſtered and matured 1 in is boſom ! i” 


* 


: Rachael Doyle, ee had full 1 . | 2 
tions from Madame La Fey how to proceed, ; 


Joon diſ patched. her buſineſs, and in three 


3 


_ 
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days the parlour, which uſed to exhibit nought 8 
but robes of white-worn innocence, was now 
clouded and over- caſt with ſable; the kitchen 
too was in the ſame habit, ſo that the favors 
of Robin were diſplaced for a more ſolemn 
appearance, and all wore the apparel of grief; 
in the breaſt of Miſs. Capel the { w for. 
the death of her father was ſtill when 


her ſiſters, with Madame, were - diventivge = 
time with various amuſements, ſhe would 
ſecret herſelf in ſome ſequeſtered corner in 
the garden, to which her father frequently 
reſorted, or travelling to the margin of the 
flowing river, where ſhe had ſeenhim angle, and 


* 


where ſhe had often part With him in the 
diverſion, where, taking from her boſom the 
well-known tranſcript of him elf, and that 
of her other as dear parent, though never 
known (or at leaſt never remembered) would 
call on them both, as guardian angels to her 
and her ſiſters, for that protection being in- 
viſible, as he had beſtowed on them ſo boun- 
_ tifully when alive, let us e the a 
was not in vain, 296 


" Row . 
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Every reſpectful appearance to the late 
aller being ſettled in the cottage, Miſs tx 
Capel mentioned her purpoſe of paying Mrs. 
Allen a morning viſit, in return, as ſhe ſaid, for 
her kind civilities and attention to them, when 5 
they had ſuch occaſion for conſolation and ad- 
vice; but as Madame and her ſiſters thought 
the one unneceſſary, and the other impertinent, 
declined attending her; ſhe was therefore obli- 

ged to Auguſtin for his guidance to the par- 
Wing; when Miſs Capel herſelf made an in- 
' Novation on the ſolitude of the cottage, 1 
ſought n from home. 5 


On her entrance there, by a ſmall wicket 
he was ftruck with the neatneſs and ſimpli- 
city of every thing around in miniature, and, 
if recollection could have aided her maturer 
years ſince infancy, a faint intuitive, viſion- 


like remembrance, might tranſiently croſs her 


mind, of having before ſeen ſomething on a 
larger ſcale, where beauty and elegance were 
united with nature, and grandeur with po- 4 
verty! ; for Mr. Allen having, in the very : 


| * early 5 
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early part of his life, aſſociated with thoſe 
vho deemed a Divine an ornament at an hoſ- 
pitable table, as well as an honor, caught the 
| taſte of refinement, unfortunately, without the 
ability to enlarge upon it, and, being bleſſed 


with a mind fraught with content, his alcove 
was in miniature, as were his hot-houſe, his 


caſcades, and other ornaments. His houſe 
too bore the ſame traces of elegance; for as 
at the cottage there was but one parlour, but 


it was neat and well furniſhed. His library... 
too was ſmall, but here much might be con- 


tained in a ſmall compaſs. His books were 
few, and well ſelected, which ſhewed the 


judgment of the compiler, as well as his hu- 
mility. In theſe, if they were (yet to learn) | 


to be taught the fallacy of ambition, of 
pride, of oſtentation, with the cheering com- 


fort of meekneſs, of humility, of patience, ' 


and of virtue, a pious reſignation to all diſ- 
penſations, and a cheerful acquieſcence in the 


diſtributions of Providence; happy retire- 


ment, where the mind went hand in hand 


with the bleſſing : but it was to be diſturbed, _ 
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and the hour which brought Mif Capel Ge Z 
the ſecluſion of the cottage to the ſociety of 
the parſonage, ſhook the foundation of that. 
harmony and quiet, which had W cultiva- 
ting Oe rn 5 i 


'T hough. Miſs Capel was enchanted with 
Her own obſervations on every thing ſhe ſaw, 


as ſhe walked up the garden to the houſe, 


| yet Mrs. Allen, not knowing of her inten- 
tion, was not prepared "in her reception, 
and when ſhe knocked at the door (for there 
was a braſs knocker) Dolly, the maiden (as 
Mrs. Allen called her) not being at hand, 
ſhe came to the door herſelf, in a coloured | | 
apron and handkerchief ; but on ſeeing Miſs | 
"Capel ſhe. ſhrunk back, with * A-well-a- 
day, Miſs, O dear me, ſee how: you, have 
caught me! Well, do walk in, I am as glad 
to ſee pe Tana where are the other Muſics?! or. 


Miſs Capel. made an „ for 1 | 3 
but not having been uſed to deviate in the 
leaſt from the truth, nor to make apologies, 


— 
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ſhe delivered it in ſo heſitating a incorrect 5 
a manner, that Mrs. Allen, * her con- 
fuſion, replied, “ Well, well, as they pleaſe ; 
I ſuppoſe that French Madame : : I do not 
like French folks; but prey wane into aN 
Parlour and fit down... oy 


She 805 | began to Nene how much ſhe 
had admired the garden as ſhe came to the 
door. Mrs, Allen then ſhewed her the houſe, 
even to the chambers; nor were the pig and 
the ſtye omitted: All was neat, and indeed 
elegant, for taſte and elegance are ſo unli- 
mitted, that they may extend, in mode and 


ion of arcireure, even de 4 Pg dre 
where a mind at eaſe expands itſelf on trifles, _ 


and a mind at eaſe will extend to trifles, for 
that being fluctuating, RY muſt a_ 
have employment. e 


Mrs. Allen now began to lament that her 
maſter was not at home, but he would be 
ſoon, for he was only gone to pra 1 a Da : 
tick man, She had ſcarcely ſaid 


1 
| 
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ſhe heart his voice; and riſing, went to thi a 
door, when Mr. Allen entered, and ſhe in- | 
troduced him to Miſs Capel with great cor- 


diality, by ſaying, „ Maſter, this is one of 


the young Ladies who live at the little lune 
houſe, at the bottom of Farne lane. 


Mr. Allen's hat was immediately off and, 
with A greateſt politeneſs, ee her for 
the Frey 


Miſs Capel was ſtruck with his addreſs, 
having never held any converſation with po- 
 hteneſs, ſave with her father. This, toge : 
ther with the remembrance that the laſt time 
ſhe ſaw him, he was conſigning her parent 
to oblivion and the grave, and to be now 
known himſelf to her, ſo overpowered her 
ſenſibility, that ſhe could not either conquer 
or conceal it. | 


Mr. Allen aw her ditreſs, and thi Re 
the cauſe, came and fat down by her, When 
entering on the ſubject ofher preſent grief, which 
ß „ 
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(he faid) he ſuppoſed proceeded from the 
recent death of her father, and expatiating 


on the fleeting ſtate we are in, and the un- 
certainty of life, together with the virtues of 
fortitude, reſignation, and patience under 
every trial, that ſne began to call to aid thoſe 


virtues ſne did poſſeſs, but not exert; and 


a looking on Mr. Allen in the place of him ſne 


lamented now in vain, had juſt dried thoſe 
fruitleſs tears, and began to converſe in a 


more cheerful ſtrain, by telling Mr. Allen 


how much ſhe approved his taſte in his gar- 


den, and that ſhe ſhould call upon him for his 
advice and inſtruction in ſome alterations ſhe 


hoe make at the e | 


When their « ears were aſſkiled 178 a voice, 


and manner totally new to her, Why, 


Dolly, where is - 22 e where is 
the doctor? 


On this Mrs, Allen. in up in a fight, 


" Bleſs me! and, indeed, Mr. Alters, as 1 
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| hope to i it is our "ſquire—it is our Cape; : 


£ ae! * 


uy 


ke Well, my dean? ſaid Mr. Allen, with” 7 


great compoſure) © I know it is. Captain 
Langdale cannot have called at a more for- 
tunate minute, for I am ſure he will not have 


any objection to be introduced ro ſo much 


beauty and elegance as Miſs e e fo, 


ane to her. 


Mis Capel wo the Garten 3 5 


ſhe hardly knew the extent of the compli- 
ment (her father had indeed often told her 
of her ſiſters and her own attractive beauties, 


and rather lamented that they did poſſeſs 


them, ſhe therefore held them in no eſtima- 
tion ;) but now they had become the obſer- 


vation of another, and that of a man of years 
and experience, ſhe might poſſibly have 
thought them of ſome value, had time been 


given; but the parlour door was opened by 


Dolly at the minute, and in walked with great 


freedom (but yet with reſpect) Capt. Lang- 


dale, 
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dale, a being which Miſs Capel i have 

no conception of. This Gentleman was, as 
Mrs. Allen faithfully deſcribed, very handſome, 

tall, well- made, prominent manly features, 
good eyes, a genteel addreſs, eaſy manners, 
and poſſeſſed a good underſtanding ; but he 

was, as Mrs. Allen likewiſe related, a rake. 
He was now in his riding dreſs, having boots 
on, and bore no marks of his profeſſion (for 
he was a Captain in the militia) but a cockade 
in his hat: However, on his entrance, ſeeing 
ſuch an elegant, beautiful woman (whoſe 
beauty was ſhaded by the colour of her veſt= 


ment) he reſtrained the freedom of his ad- . 


dreſs, and began to make an apology for his 
ee and intruſion. 


Mr. Allen aid, ce the apology was unne- 
ceſſary, he was ſure, that _ * young as 
was a * 5 


4 A 8 bs exclaimed Mr. Lang- 
dale, but good manners checked him from 85 
Proc 
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A 


Mi Capel would now have taken leave, 2 
but Captain Langdale ſaid (with great re- 
ſpect) cc that if ſhe perſiſted to go he could 
impute it to nothing but his intruſion, and if 
that was the cauſe, he would certainly leave 


the company himſelf, rather than Mrs. Allen 5 


ſhould ſuſtain ſuch a loſs on his account.” 
On this declaration Miſs Capel was com- 
pelled to reſume her ſeat, and the converſa- 
tion becoming general, he aſked, ce if the 
did not think Brittleſworth a pretty neat 
town?“ — To which her reply was, < that 
cc If 5 
ſhe had lived long in the neighbourhood | Pn 
« Ever ſince ſhe was an infant. Did not 


Lambly-Caſtle, the feat of Lord Neville, 


afford her pleaſure in the view?” but Miſs | : 


Capel did not know there was ſuch a Caſtle 5 
in the neighbourhood, 1 : 


Mrs. Allen was now obliged: to fabſtiture a ; 


ne more congenial, and talked of flowers 
and ſinging birds: But the Captain, being 


unable 


4 
% 
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ory 
unable! to diſplay any knowledge 05 birds, 
or to. expatiate on the various and beautiful 
colours of the flowers, remained ſilent, which 
gave Mrs. Allen occaſion to remark, that he 
was * and had not his uſual Te 24 


= 
oy 


& Abi burn. I am dull; 1 | have enough to 


make me mad. 


This PIR caught Mr. Allen's at- 
tention, who replied, very ſeriouſly, that 
he hoped he had met with no misfortune.” - 


« Why, aye, doctor, you are arrived at the 
ſober days of reflection, and can ' ſubdue 
your paſſions, and keep them in ſubjection. 
Vou would think it no misfortune when 1 
tell you, I am mad after a woman, nays faith, 
after two.” 


F: 3 w 2 


« 1 Sir !” fad Mrs. Allen, © where in 


this country could Pw + 005 a maiden t to Bs 
mad after?” | | 


cc «Why, 
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1 Why, J will tell you, Mrs. Aeg | 
Laſt Thurſday, in mounting my horſe, the | 
chain of my watch caught at the ſaddle and i 
broke it, I was therefore obliged to go to 
Malmſley' s ſhop at Brittleſworth to buy me | 
a ſtring, to ſupply the place of the chain, 
and there I ſaw the two angels, but which I 
love beſt I cannot tell, they are ſo exactiy 
alike, twins, I dare ſay. O the little laugh- 
ing rogues, they ſeemed glad of liberty ; 
ſome old ſurly uncle, or maiden aunt, keeps 
them locked up in an enchanted Caſtle, I 
dare ſay, and perhaps once in a twelvemonth 
ſends them out for a few hours holiday, with 
a Duenna of a French woman, though ſhe . 
1 ſeemed as fond of the jaunt, and as 1 for 
| | „ miſchief, as themſelves.” er, . 
1 „ a lead enſued, which the Captain 
ke PR for him to proceed — he did: 

ce I was not content with the firſt view, but 
went a ſecond time, and laid out a guinea 


for things did not wank, and when I could 
x mot 
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not reſtrain mylelf from going the third time, ; 
but they were gone, or rather vaniſhed, for no- 
body knew where they went, nor where they 


came from: I have made ſtrict inquiries; - | 


all I could learn was, that they came in a 

little green cart, ſo I ſuppoſe they are of no 

reſpeRability, though their manner, their car< 

riage, the elegance of their perſons, with 

their beauty, would grace a Court, and ſeemed 
to om en of. * ſuperior birth, 
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and rather choſe he ſhould continue in his 
lunacy, eſpecially as Mrs. Allen and himſelf 
ſuſpected that their fortunes were much be- 


low mediocrity, and-t her 


was greater, the one to purſue, and the other | 


to be led aſtray; Mrs. Allen, nor the ſiſter, 


had any doubt on their minds who were the 
5 capie Sy 


R. Allen, though he had never ſeen 
the younger Ladies, yet the circum- 
ſtance of the cart, with the other anecdotes 
Mrs. Allen related to him, reſpecting the 
Journey to Brittleſworth, left him in no doubt 
who they were; but underſtanding the Cap- 
tain's frailties, he gave him no ſatisfaction, 


erefore the temptation 


did 
cea] 


laid 


uled 


Y unpleaſant * Wett | 


r they left the cotta 7 
hy Mer Prophetic, that 
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the ſecond, ſhe ſhould have any Knowledai op 
of, ſhould fall under that deſcription. Mr. 
Allen ſhe looked on as a perfect being, as 
perfect almoſt as her father. Then his man- 
ners and perſon wore the marks of a true 
Gentleman, for his age being only five- and- 
forty, and having, nder he was inducted into 
this living, always reſided amidſt the ſociety | 
of temperance, cheerfulneſs, and contented- 
| neſs, the ſiſter virtues to health, his age 
bore no ſigns of decay ; another very natural 
reflection too occurred to her mind, which 
admitted of no doubt, and that was, that 4 
Capt. Langdale, when ſhe was come away, 
could not remain ſilent, in reſpect to making 
inquiries of, who, and where ſhe lived; and 
as Mr. Allen and his family were under ſin- 
gular obligations to him and his late father, | 
it would be almoſt impoſſible. to refuſe gra- 
tifying him in that particular; indeed; Miſs 
Capel was right in the laſt conjecture, for ſhe 
was no ſooner gone, than he began to expreſs | 
himſelf diſpleaſed, that Mrs. Allen had not 
told him what a lovely neighbour ſhe r | 
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and to have lived ſo long there too withour 
tellin 'S him, he thovg ght eee 


Nw Allen was ; obliged to 1 8 VERA 

apology, and therefore began with her © La, 

5 Sir! why, 1 have not known her myſelf above 
a wmonth; her father died (ſhe took care to 


„5 mention the ſingular number) at that time, 
and Mr. Allen buried him. He always lived 
2 ſo cloſe, that, though Mr. Allen often met 
4-1 him in the fields, he was ſhy of every body! 
1 Poor Gentleman, I fancy he had ſeen better 
E Hays, and "ne met with misfortunes.” 1 

: = Mr. Alen 1 i Glent ue 8 a 
= ſation, and Capt. Langdale had penetration 


ſufficient to ſee he was ſilent by choice, he 
therefore forbore to make any more obſer z 
vations ; but there needed not much infor- 


mation, for the Captain had traced in Miſs 
he Capel a ſtrong reſemblance of. the runaways 
els he was in ſearch of, and her figure Was ſo 


exact a counter- part, that he thonght, when 
he found out che babitation erh By <: 
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ſhould not have far to ſeek hip the other. 
Beſides, he remembered at Malmſbury's they 5 
were buying black, and he helped one of 
them to try on a bonnet; theſe clues, 86 
which he thought an inextricable labyrinth, 5 
gave him entire ſatisfaction, and he left Mr. 
Allen's houſe in high ſpirits, not doubting of 
5 obtaining his wiſh; at leaſt he was determined 
to find, from other intelligence than Mr. 
Allen, where this fair recluſe lived. But Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen were truly uneaſy; they knew 
Captain Langdale's principles, and had oſten 
heard him declare a fix'd averſion to mar- 
riage- fetters (as he called them :) Beſides, he 
was ſix- and- twenty years old, and therefore 8 
could, with a fertile genius, effect any miſchief 
he was ſet upon; they likewiſe too, doubted 
not he would find where Miſs Capel lived, 
and the reflection that they were poor (ſor 
imagination had reduced them from little to 
almoſt. nothing) added greatly to their dan- 
ger. Mrs. Allen now began to lament that 
| ſhe was (though innocent) the cauſe of all 
che misfortunes that might enſue, by lending | 
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the old green cart, and reſolved, for the fu- . 


ture, to check her benevolence, at the ex- 
| pence of her philanthropy, and determined, 
with great energy, © that, though ſhe had 
told them they might have it whenever they 


would, ſhe ſhould find an excule, for W 


1 never ride i in it n 


Mr. Allen fi miled at ber W ; 1 5 : 


« My dear (faid he) your check to another 


peregrination will avail little, if they are de- 


termined to go. I am ſorry it ſo happened 


that we were inſtrumental; but theſe are 


events from natural cauſes z it may turn out 
for the beſt.” 


ce Now, Mr. Allen,” faid 1 « you ate 
at your moral reflections; how! can n K turn ow 


for ic beſt * "hs 


I. 
* 
9 


42 8 M y dear,” plied Mr. Allen a 


rately) © I always find conſolation in moral 
eellections; that it may turn out for the beſt,” 
is in the womb of time only to diſcover. I 


look not beyond the bounds preſcribed me 


5 by Providence.“ 3 


_— 


64. - 
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« T wiſh it may turn out for the beſt, Hy 
Rd Mrs. Allen. 25 


| 8 on Miſs Capel's return home, 
inquired © how ſhe liked Mr. Allen“ 


e In bon homme,” ſaid ſhe; ne ii; 


© Oui, Madame,” replied Miſs Capel, cc U 
" Dams Charmant.” This ſudden retort made 
Madame ſlent. Indeed the hint of” Mrs. 
Allen, reſpecting Madame and Capt. Lang- 
dale's more forcible obſervation on her con- 
duct when with her ſiſters at Brittleſworth, 
together with the ſtrong attachment they ex · 
preſſed towards her, and the indifference ſne 
had ſhewn in her manners on the death of her 
father, whom gratitude ſhould have induced 
her ſtill to lament with unfeigned ſorrow ;. all 
theſe corroborating circumſtances revolved in 
Miſs Capel's mind, with no ſmall disfavour 
towards Madame; and on the other ſide, 
L + Madame Chats ol Miſs EINE S growing diflike, 
| determi: 


2 


* 


| erated; to put her Io in execution as 
loony as e e eee e e 


19 ** 


But Auguſtin 8 the banda not cient Ms 
mode they had at firſt adopted on the death 
of their Lord, and time having given maturity 
to reflection in the breaſt of Auguſtin, who 
being in the vale of years, and finding each 
day leſſened his wiſhes and his wants, began 
not only to think five thouſand pounds a ſuf- 
ficient fortune, but a very liberal donation by 
a very beneficent maſter, and retained in his 


mind a grateful remembrance of him for it, 


nor wiſhed it an increaſe, by the means they | 


had once planned, but Madame's ſentiments 2 
were different. —She was only thirty- eight 
years of age, a ſeaſon when vanity 1ngtouity> "2p 
not diminiſhes in a female boſom; ſhe ſighed 2 
ſtill for an independence ſhe did not pc oſſeſs, 


though ſhe had five thouſand pounds in her 
tirong box, and knowing, by the intelligence 


of a ne w- paper, that there was a large r-. 4 


tune in reverſion for her young Ladies, When- 
ever it ſhould be Klee who they Ver, 0 
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BAC daughters of the great Earl of Marr) 4 
not think it criminal to have the diſpoſition 
of what they now poſſeſſed, but this could 


not be done at the cottage; her plea was | 


therefore to take the two youngeſt. . 
with her out of the ne 8 
TO this Ae did not give aſſent, 1 

he therefore concluded Madame (when he 
refuſed to be an acceſſary) would lay aſide all 


„ intentions of ſuch a proceeding; but, how- _ 


ever, now that his Lord was dead, his em- 


ployment at the cottage being only to wait 
on his Ladies at table, he found his life cn 


ſiſted chiefly of riſing to go to bed, and going 


(having independency to ſupport him in his 


intention) of leaving fervice, and living as a 
private Gentleman, he having reſided four- 
teen years at the cottage, had annihilated 
every remembrance of paſt attachments in 
the breaſt of a black, excepting his affection 


to his late Lord, to whom he was , 


attached, and _— gone the ous! _ 
| _ | with, 


with him in his youth, and admired much 
cvery thing he had ſeen in foreign countries, 

and on the Continent, reſolved to make the 
ſame tour again as a maſter, where he had 
only followed as a ſervant. This reſolution 
was put in execution, and having explained 
to Miſs Capel his intention of leaving Eng- 
land, and going abroad, at the ſame time ex- 
plaining of how little tele he ought bs: 1 
to den now. | | 


Miſs Capel tw ahe Juſtice and: dongfit of + 
his motives, and though-ſhe. did not with 


him to leave them, as they had been ac-⸗ 
cuſtomed to him from their infancy, and he 
was very attentive, yet ſhe readily acqui- 
eſced, as reflecting that he had now a right 
to act as he thought proper ; Auguſtin there- 
fore collected his property together, with alk 


his late maſter's cloaths and linen, with the 
five thouſand pounds, and left his Ladies and 
the cottage together, not without expreſſions 


of the moſt unfeigned gratitude to his late 


maſter,» + with ſincereſt withes for their health 
8 6 EL ä 
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and happinct,, which, he ſaid, he would ally 
pray for; and added, he did not doubt that 
he ſhould live to ſee them in the higheſt 
proſperity. He then made his way to the 
neareſt ſea- port, and took ſhipping. for the 
Continent. Miſs Capel gave a ſigh to his 
fidelity and his abſence, but could not forbear 
in her mind to laugh at his ſecond ſight, which 
was to place them in the higheſt proſperity 
from a low cottage; the youngeſt Ladies did 
not care about it, and Madame was ging: he 
Was gone. Tt | 
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N Fg Fong 3 abs a piles this Hg 
habitation, equal to a palace, had under _ 
gone a great revolution. The maſter, the 
lord, was no more, he reſted in peace under 
the roofed walls of a] village church! Eis 
confidential friend and ſervant had taken to 
travelling; the cottage now only conſiſted „ 
the three Ladies, Madame, two maids, with _ 
old Giles, the gardener ; their living animals 
were the grey mare, two favorite ſpaniels, a 
cow, and a large houle dog, with poultry. of 
variohs kinds; but Miſs Capel. miſſing, Kill 


Je 


ber father, wich weeping eyes, yet remem> 
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bering Mr. Allen's admonition, how it was 
incumbent on her to forbear her grief, at e 
ſame time rememberi how much ſhe was 
obliged to him for that advice and conſola- 
tion, ſent to invite him and Mrs. Allen to 
dine with them, and ſeveral days having elapſed 
ſince ſhe ſaw Captain Langdale at their houſe, 
and having crowded every ſucceeding hour 


ſince with apprehenſions and fears, leaſt ſhe | 


ſhould ſee him again, ſhe began now to think, 


as he had not been, that poſſibly ſome new _ | 
attachment had diverted his mind, and her. 


ſiſters, as well as herſelf, were fortunately for.) "TH 
| nn. 8 


Butt it was not 01 he had been very a 
gent and ſucceſsful in his inquiries; that their 
place of abode was not only found, but he 
had been many times in view of the houſe, . 

and might have been ſeen, if any had proved 

ſo fortunate ;. nay, he had even traverſed the 
garden, and aſcended the hill, on which Mr. 

| Capel had built a ſmall alcove, merely with a 


view torrace the meandering of the river; Mb 
the 


* 
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the bottom, in this retired place, they had 
ſeveral muſical inſtruments, a violin, a a hate, 
and a guittar, and they uſed frequently to fit 
there in fine weather, performing a ſmall con- 
cert, vocal as well as inſtrumental, the two 

younger Ladies having fine voices, and as the 
father would frequently and emphatically fay 
they were the Syrens of their departed mo- 
ther. —Thelſe places of retreat had been tra. 
verſed by Capt. Langdale, but it was at ten 
o'clock at night, and though the great houſe | 
dog had been heard to bark one evening ue 
much, any interruption was, and appeared 
very unlikely, that it was unanimouſly be- 
lieved, that he barked at his own ſhadow, by 

the moon, which ſhone very bright, Mis 
Capel, indeed, when ſhe retired to reſt, in- 
vited by the beauty of the night (not ſtimu- 
lated by any fears) threw open her window, 
and leaned out, when ſhe fancied that a perſon 
had haſtily ſecreted himſelf under the ſhade of - 
the great mulberry- tree; however ſhe recon- 


ciled it to the lane can a. ee of 
Luna, 


c 5 
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Ans. 
Captain Langdale had too been told how 


frugally they lived: his, with the opinion 8 
of Mr. and Mrs. Allen, reſſ pecting the Patri- „ 

mony, and the ſilence obſerved by them- 
ſelves (ho ſuppoſed by the words, © Be ſe 


cret,” in their father's will, implied it reſpe&ted 
their fortunes, for they could conjecture ho. 


_ . -etherwiſe) made him not wiſh for an intro- 


duction into the houſe, otherwiſe he might 
have aſſured himſelf of a polite reception at 
leaſt, for he, in every reſpect, was unexcep- 
tionable (ſaving the frailty of youthful liber- 
tiniſm.) His perſon, underſtanding and man- 
ners, were, indeed, rather captivating. His 

fortune was ſuch, as to entitle him to the fa- 


vor of either of the Ladies, had they even 


been known to be who they were, and he 
Vas a ſenator of the Houſe of Commons too, | 


fo that an introduction was ſure. to be ac- 


ceepted: But Rachael Doyle, whoſe father 


rented a farm of him, and of whom he had 
gained the further information he could not 


get from Mr. Allen, was ſo profuſe in the 4 


i of their Peper and other accompliſh- 
| ments, 
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ments, and having. gathered the knowledge 
of the ſmallneſs of their fortune from Ms. 
Allen, who had cautioned her to be moderate 
in her charges for her work, hinting her be- 
lief of their confined circumſtances, Which 
Rachael related as a certainty, as coming 
from her, who, ſhe ſuppoſed; from the ac- 
quaintance, was made a confident, and though 
ſhe ſaw nothing in the houſe to juſtify the 
aſſertion, for on the SO every thing 
was handſome and perfectly good; but the 
„ melancholy in Miſs Capel and Auguſtin, the 


„ one for the loſs of a father; and the other 

1 for a good maſter, pervaded the whole houe, 

T and made Madame, and the younger Ladies, 

13 wear the face of ſorrow, as a diſguiſe to more 

"i juvenile and vivacious mirth; hence, from 

4; the firſt intimation coming from Mrs. Allen. 5 
, | 

* Rachael believed that the ſorrow: proceeded | 
r from another ; cauſe, and confirmed to the 

d Captain, as a certainty, what had no ſounda- 

it. tion in truth, their penury, or; rather the 

ie leſſened fortune they were reduced 29, by dhe 


death of their father. 5 


Thee 


SON 


: 135 WEIRD. SISTERS, 


iind ſuch as Captain Lang 
were no bar, but a ſtimulative 10 more . = 
lighting recreations, and it was more pleaſing 
to him to wander on the evening, and hurk 
in the wood during the day, in hopes a chance 


tant acquaintance, the good and inſtructi 
-admonitions he had received from Mr. Al. 
Jen's father did not occur to his mind, for” if 


cur, nor, if they had, would they have been 


of every requiſite to execute his wiſhes, au, 
: impreſſive reeollection, that to have protected 


Theſe circutnſtances; to a gw of 


walk might throw one or the other in his 


way, than to become an inmate. on a more 


honorable intention, for in this early and dif- 


5 C2 4 
[1 


they had, he would have recollected his 


frequent advice, reſpecting the moral du- 


ties of human nature, enforced by the beſt 
-precepts and example; but, they did not oe · 


ſufficiently powerful to have ſuperſeded inthe 


glowing and ardent breaſt of a young man 


Tabſervient to his paſſions, and in poſſeſſion - | 


innocence, a ale. | 


WEIRD SISTERS. 5 mu 
indigence, rather than by exerting that power | 
he poſſeſſed by trampling on them all, and 
thereby to add miſery to accumulate their 
other ſufferings and diſappointments, would 
have, in the moment of reflection and medi- 
tation (for theſe moments will arrive) given 
him more ſecret and heart-felt fatisfa&tion, 
than all the raptures of lawleſs love, or the 
pleaſing idea of unprotected ſeduction. _ 
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reſided : She found too, by the converſation 
of Miſs Capel, how much ſhe approved Mr. 
Allen $ Judgracats and had mentioned many 


\HE invitation to Mr. and Mrs. All 


to dine at the cottage was an innova- 


tion very repugnant to the ideas and inten- 
tions of Madame ; ſhe feared Mr, Allen's 


ſagacity more than the apparent ſimplicity | 
of his wife, though ſhe ſaw under her *A | 
well-a-days,“ and et. | 
derſtanding, guided by rectitude, and the7 
were the dium of ſpeech adopted by habit 
and inattention to the country where the now - | 


h, las!“ a good un- 


— 


incnden 


— 


% 
* 


* Fa 
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incidents, in which ſhe only waited for his, 
deciſion to adopt; Madame was how ver 
obliged to wear the face of approbation, and 
the young Ladies were pleaſed from novelty, 
ſo that when the morning came there ſeemed, 
from the change of circumſtances an hilarity 
to have ſucceeded to the former gloom, and 
the oon was again cheerful, 


* 


— 


Jad was early in May, £ ap the weather re- 
markably fine, when impatience, generally 
attendant on expectation in young minds, in- 

duced Miſs Emily to wander to the alcove 
in the wood, in order to beguile the inter- 
mediate hours till their viſitors came, when 
ſeeing her lute lie careleſsly on one of the 
chairs, ſhe took it in her hand; the aſcendent 


> 1 15 ſtrings vibrated to the touch, though it had 
7 lain in that inactive ſtate ſince the death of 
Hit | | her father, and her voice being attuned to 
W harmony; from the fimilarity of | pleaſant” 


on ideas, with the uniſon of the day's employ; 
cr, mme ſukg to the mode movement of her fin- 
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1 . while her heart confeſſed the powen of | 


| quainted with the intention of the viſitors, 
had taken his uſual walk in the wood, when, . 


aſſailed by a voice, which his paſſionate 


and haſtening his walk, the under wood, with 


changed to attention, ſhielded (though: * ; 
15 innocent) by her attendants fear, 4: al ifiruft, and 
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. 3 who was entirely unac- , 


advancing towards the alcove, his ears were 


tranſports immediately concluded to be di- 
vine; as his courage never wanted any ſtimu- 
lative to action, he advanced with cautious 
ſteps till near enough to diſtinguiſn the words, 
when his impatience over- ruled his prudence, 


che briars, through which he travelled, made 
a ruſtling noiſe under his feet, which caught 
the ear of the unſuſpecting Emily, who im- 
mediately ſtopped, and from repreſenting the | 
figure of harmony, in her moſt enchanting. 
attitudes of beauty, meekne/s and innocence, was 


apprehenſi on; Miſs Emily ftarted, and roſe | 


from her ſeat, Cogn Langdale was the 
. ſame 


* 


Ny Os 
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ſame moment at the door, which being open, 
he made no other e than een 
kneeling at her feet. e | 

Miſs Emily 1 tim be (om re- 1 

membering che interview at Malmſbury's) - 
and her eyes ſoon changed, where the Captain 
only read agitation and timidiiy. Thus en- 
couraged, he began to relate his various pe- 
regrinations; but ſhe having lately read the 
ſtory of the fair unfortuate, where Anthony 
kneeling at the feet of Fatima, is raiſed by 
her; ſhe begged him to riſe likewiſe, which 
injunction he obeyed, and, ſeating himſelf by = 
her, continued, by ſaying, <« His heart had © 

| never known one moment's reſt ſince he ſaw 
her at Brittleſworth; that he lived on her 

| ſmiles; that her breath only fanned the ado 
that gave him reſpiration ; that he had ſtood! - 


a whole night to view the window, which 
encloſed the treaſure of his ſoul, and while 


the lay locked in the embraces of 2 he 
Was ann love and aonicty.” * 1173 Hoſes 


Miſs - 
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Miſs Emily interrupted him at length, ul 


0 eee « how ſudden his paſſions were by 5 


becoming ſo enamoured at a minute; but 


added, © that ſhe could not pretend to con- 


tinue with him in that place, as Mr. and Mrs. 


Allen (the Rector and his wife) were now 


coming to dinner, and they might poſſibly. 


be ſearching for her.” On mentioning the 
danger he ſtood in of being ſeen by the 


Doctor (as he always called Mr. Allen) was 


| himſelf for haſtening a departure; but as he 
could not let paſs fo favourable a moment, 
(and which he had been fo long in expetta- | 
tion of) told her, © he could not think of 
miſſing ſo happy an opportunity, unleſs me 
would promiſe him a ſecond meeting, when 


he tnight be more explicit, and that, if ſhe. 


would meet him there the next day, at the | 


ſame hour, he would (though reluctantly) 
ne the ire e e 

Miß Emily, whey did not with to be een | 
with him, and was apprehenſive, from her 


long abſence, that her ſiſter Mary would 
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under a ee to a with his req 


fore com him ſhe! would. + 
He, on n the promiſe, killed ber A as 

the ſealing the ſacred. mandate (as he called 
it) and then ſuffering her to leave him, made 


haſte to conceal himſelf in the encloſure of 
the wood till he reached the only path that 


ſomething that was wanting, he could not tell 
what, and though he believed her beauty and 


much captivated at this ſecond interview, as 
when ſhe ſtood in all that natural eaſe 1 
elegance in AY 8 "ny at Brittleſ- 
worth. 


Mig Emily had but juſt deſcei 


into the garden, when, ſhe was met by her 
liter Mary, who ſaid ſhe had been ſearching - 
YO bs. Wo: IN Kh 


| had her inclination been ar the there- 5 


led into the great road: He, however, wien 
he parted from her, thought there was a 


perſon were unequalled, yet he was not ſo 


lawn ſlope, and reached the gate Aach led 
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on the lute in the alcove; but her ſtory was 


ſecret, impoſſible to be confined to one breaſt, 
| the ſaid, ſhe would tell her and Madame 4 
when they got to her apartments. Impa- 
tience in Miſs Mary making her haſten her 


ready to hear any tale that they had to relate, 


1 5 "i 
„ss © WEIRD SISTERS | * | | f 


every where for her, and demanded Obe I 
ſhe had been ? | 


k 
#- 


- Miſs Emily told. her the had been Pas 


ſo expreſſive of agitation, that it could not 
be concealed, and occaſioned Miſs Mary to 
aſk again what was the, matter with her. 


As 1 hid not at made any inroad . 
into their boſoms, and beſides, as it was a 


trembling ſifter's ſteps, they ſoon arrived 
there, when they found the faithful monitreſs 


either of love, or of any thing of leſs 1 im- 
portance : Seeing them however flurried, 
ſhe aſked, in a tone not expreſſive of plea- | 
ſure, © Allons, Madame, et la bou _ | 
_ his dowdy maitreſs ici.“ 1 


WEIRD SISTERS, 147 
Miſs Mary anſwerecl Lo No,” and. then | 


ſaid, ce that her ſiſter Hay had a ſecret to 
tell them.” 


Na „„ it was relative to 5 & 
Doctor (as ſhe called Mr. Allen in derifion) 


or to his wife, ſaid, « Come, let us hear | it.“ 


Miſs Emily, with a Gearing and trem- 


bling voice, told all that had paſſed between 
her and Captain Langdale, though, ſhe did 


not know his name, but called him the ſtrange 


Gentleman they ſaw at Brittleſworth, and 


concluded by telling the promiſe ſhe had 


made him (or was obliged to make him) to 
meet him the next day at the ſame hour. 


Madame, when ſhe had heard the ſtory, 


performed the juſt part of a preceptreſs, by 
expatiating on the misfortunes which attended 


young Ladies who were credulous,. and in- 
clined to liſten to flattery ; that this ſtrange 


Gentleman might be (for what they knew) a 5 | 
Vagabond, who had got a red coat and a 


1 
| | 0 
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girl, who might be caught by his figure an a {1 
appearance, which was too often the caſe in 
5 the world; and that, when they went into 
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cockade, on purpoſe to i in ſome un 


1 


it, they muſt be cautious, for they muſt al- 
ways have it in their minds, that they were 
young Ladies of fortune, and would be ſought 


for by thoſe who had none, and that Miſs 5 


Emily ſhould have immediately run from 
the place when ſhe ſaw him, and his appoint- = 
ing her to meet him privately the next day, 3 


was a proof he was not good for much, or 


he would have come without any fear to the | 
houſe. Madame concluded with charging 


her, on pain of her diſpleaſure, not to meet 


him the following morning, adding, that ſuch 
a proceeding would entirely deſtroy all proſ- 


pects of her! intention, which ſhe had wy 


ned ” much for their advantage | in- he"? 


This was betrübt the belt ac 1 0 4 


advice Madame had ever given them fince 


they had required ſuch caution, had it not 


4 . followed 1 farther geit intenti 


However, 


. 
* 


— 
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her honor, that ſne would not meet him, and 
then begged of Madame 
return for their confidence, what thoſe views 
ſhe had mentioned were. Here the houſe- 


maid came to tell them that Mr. and Mrs. 


Allen were come, which obliged Madam 
to poſtpone her intelligence till the evening, 
when ſhe faid ſhe would inform them of 


what ſhe intended, which ſhe was Hee would | 


afford great farisfaGtion. * 


7 
1 


of 


MI. Allen had never been ah younge: 

Ladies before, and as the meeting of Capt. 
Langdale had animated the features of Miſs 
Emily, ſo Miſs Mary's were equally inſpired 
by that, as well as by the expe 


% 


| Madame's eveninghiſiory 3 theſe inſpirs 


had given an additional | to thei - SIM 
plexions, and as their ſpits were heightened 


too, their vivacity, their gentler manners, 


to tell them in 


-» 
ation of 


with that unſtudied freedom, which always | 


characterize the true-born Gentlewoman, with 
their affability induced him to take freedoms, 


H wich 


| 4 
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which to them were very pleaſing, tie 
romped with them; they raced it over the 

limited lawn behind the houſe with him, and 

theſe innocent advances towards friendſhip, Z 
together with the ſimilarity of their features, 
and the union of their perſons, made Mr, 
Allen truly intereſted in their future welfare, | 
as well as he was in Miſs Capel's, from his 
admiration of her underſtanding and beauty. | 


| After tea they walked in the garden, which 
Mr. Capel, from taking in a bit of ground 
here, and another bit there, had made rather 
extenſive : Madame and the young Ladies 
l accompanied them, when Miſs Capel aſked 
ML. Allen's approbation of the alterations 
eie intended to make? In their ramble, they _ 
walked into the wood, and to the alcove, _ | 
where they ſat down, and the lute till lying 
in the chair, Mr. Allen put it into the hands 


of Miſs Emily, and begged her to favor bi... 
With a leſſon. 
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She complied with great ſweetneſs, and on 
Miſs Capel's aſking her to fing, ſne gave 
them the ſame air ſhe was ſinging, when in 
terrupted by Captain Langdale; while ſhe was 
performing this, Miſs Mary gave a Ren 
ſtart, crying Hark!“ and then ſaid, 
te Don't you hear ſomething in the wood? 
when Mr. Allen haſtily went out, and was 
ſoon heard to whiſtle, when he returned with 
Rover, one of the ſpaniels, who had followed 
them into the garden. Miſs Mary's ill- timed 
alarm brought a ſuffuſion of colours into the 
face of Miſs Emily, and into her own, when 
reflecting on her indiſcreet fears, but the un- 
known Gentleman was in her head at the 
moment, though Miſs Capel chid her by 
ſaying, Mary, ſince that fooliſh affair of the 
5 houſe-dog's barking ſo much one night, you 
have given way to needleſs apprehenſions, 
let me beg you to endeavour to ſuppreſs them.“ 


Miſs Capel, however, from their arent 
_ cheerfulneſs and freedom this day, with an 


unuſual flow of VIE made her begin to 
+ B24. adopt 
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that it might be choice, rather than necelling, 25 
wich had made him eck ſuch :cluſio | 
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adopt her old wiſh as well as hope, that their 1 
journey to Brittleſworth had reconciled them 


to the cottage more than ever. Mrs. Allen 


never mentioned the journey, nor did the 


: make the ſecond offer, of-the cart, but all 
were filent on the ſubject from different mo- 
tives: Mr. Allen, however, could not help 5 


obſerving to his wife, as they walked home 
in the evening, that their appearance and 
manners beſpoke them too fu perior for the 
cottage, and that he much wondered. that 


their father could have preſerved his ſolitude 


from not being found, and he began to ſuſpe& 
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CHAP. XVII. 
RT EE 2 I 8 


T laſt the wiſhed- for hour of retire- 

ment arrived, when Madame having 
made faſt that door, which was the only 
guard to the ſum of five-and-forty thouſand  - 
pounds, except the key of the ſtrong: box 


where it was depoſited, began to expoſe to 
temptation a much more valuable poſſeſſion, 


which ſhe had in charge, the beauty and in- 5 | 
nocence of her fair pupils. Madame had had 


we 


it in contemplation ever fince the death of 


her Lord, but had been, in a ſmall degree, _ 
reſtrained from a certain kind of reſpe& and 


regard for Miſs Capel, that ſhe could not 


Hs | _ conquerz 
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conquer ; ; but now that ſhe had found hte 2 9 
friend as Mr. Allen to ſupply the place of 
her ſiſters, ſhe applied the uſual antidote to 


her conſcience, “ that if Miſs Capel choſe 


to bury herſelf in ſolitude, it was no reaſon 


that they ſhould, and ſhe was determined, if 


poſſible, to prevent it:“ But Madame had 
more powerful reaſons to guide her than 


_ theſe, for her own intereſt, the primary ma- 
chine of all her preſent actions, yielded neither 


to honor, gratitude, or regard, and the daugh- 
ters of her deceaſed Lord were held in no 


other eſteem now by her than as that on ” 
rated. 5 


During the preceding day, Bl du- 
ring the time Mr. Allen and his wife were 
there, her obſervations not only confirmed 


her in what was very viſible, Miſs Capel's 
attachment to them ; but ſhe ſaw that a few 
weeks or days intercourſe would make then 
equally regarded by her. fair wards; E 
younger Ladies; and if that took effect, all 
her Rüge would Gil SPY her own in- 


7 | | tereſt 5 3 
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Tel ſhe therefore had ſuficient leiſure 
while they were there, not only to ſecure this 
growing confidence, but to take a retroſpec= 

tive view of her intentions, conſequently ob 
when they met in the evening in her apart» _ 
ment, impatience and curioſity were ſo viſls 
bly depicted in their countenances, that ner 
ſtory, or rather hiſtory, required no preface, 
and ſhe retaled to her liſtening auditory the 
propoſal, that engroſſed all her faculties, and 
was the firſt wiſh of her heart. She therefore 
prefaced her ſcheme by lamenting the fim 
intention ſhe ſaw in Miſs Capel, of ſacrificing 
her youth in that ſolitude, it was both 
intereſt and choice of their father tg, 
that it muſt be evident to they 
it would be to all who wergg 
his Will, that the lenny 4 
fortunes could never 
that they ſaw Auguſt 
moment to return 
ple for them to Þ 
lince the death oj 


= 
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to retu urn to the Continent ; not that ſhe ſhould 
| live in France, though it was her native 
land; but as half her life (before ſhe came 
to reſide | in England) had been ſpent i in Ma- 
. drid, as they knew by her proficiency in the 
language, of which they themſelves well un- 
derſtood from her inſtruction, ſhe had fixed to 
return there, having a ſiſter married and reſident 
in that city. She then expaciated on the 
ſplendor and gaities of the foreign courts, 
Spain in particular, and recommended it to 
them to follow her fortune, their poſſeſſions, 
ſme added, being ſufficient to introduce them 
g the firſt. families, as well as the nobility 


* 


"4 lure af gaiety, ſplendor, 
$00 Wen to youth, and 
en the ſolitude of the 
V of a S d court, 


is la, though | 
. 
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the yoo paſſed i in cheerfulneſs, yet at mo- 5 
ments of leiſure, it brought thoſe to their 
mind when they had the protection of a 
father, and ſaw in him that parent revived in 
all the affection and tenderneſs he ſhewed to 
them. b e e 


5 This recollection returned to their mind 5 
during the propoſal of Madame La Fey, and 
they both exclaimed in uniſon of mind, © Ah, 
Madame ! what will poor Gertrude do with- 
out us, ſhouſd we go with: un? ij 


'Then he e! if that FW, ould 
never have thought of ſeparating them from 
her, if the intimacy of the Rector and his 
wife had not ſo opportunely offered to ſup» 
Ply their place:” Beſide (ſhe added) when 

they wrote her word how happy they were 
ſituated, © it might be the means of drawing 
her from that hateful ſecluſion toog and: en. RN 
Joying that life, where youth, bea 


jy the one pi 


. . 79 
* 


affluence, co-operated, not on 
make it laſting, but the other to attract and 
Sinn 
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gain the admiration of all beholders; but 
Madame knew Miſs Capel was not to be 


| tempted, nor indeed would it have been her 
wiſh that he ſhould. | | 


*% 9 


The young Ladies ſtill continuing to heſi- 
tate, as fluctuating in their minds, whether 
| they ſhould or ſhould not conſent, Madame, 
ſeeing the ſtruggle, ſaid, with great indifference, 
« Well, comme vous accorder ; if you will not 
go with me, I muſt go alone, and you may 
continue here with a dowdy wife of a'coun- 
try parſon ; and for you, Miſs Emily, per- 
haps, a red coated NG may be attachment 
ſufficient to detain you:“ When recollecting ; 
their birth, her paſſion roſe, and turning to : 
her, ſaid, And would you, Miſs Emily, 
\ contaminate your noble blood by ſuch an n al- 


lance | * 


— 


Hou her coal for their way exec . 
ber diſcretion, for Miſs Mary immediately 
_ replied, . What | 18 that you Oy Madame, 

| i a 
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| N oble blood I don't know what: you 
mean by © Noble blood FEY: 5 
« Why, Mis, Laid 8 ce 1 

young Lady, with a fortune of twenty thou- 
ſand pounds, wiſhes to throw that and her- 
ſelf away, upon a man not worth a farthing, 

is not that impoveriſhing the currency of her 
patrimony, and of courſe gives a ſtagnation 
to the animal ſpirits, which is the circulator 

of our blood, a very happy, as well as a juſt 
definition, at this Ong of Madame La 
ef 4 „ 

This inſinuation from nada made Mig 

Emily ſhed a flood of tears, and ſhe aſſured 
her ſhe would keep her promiſe, and neither 
meet him the next morning or ſee him again 1 3 
without her permiſſion; but when they re- 
flected on her leaving them, and going to 

live in a foreign country, the grief they ex- 
preſſed was ſhewed in claſping their arms 
round her neck, kiſling her hand, while foods 

of tears rolled down their blooming cheeks } 


* beſe 
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"Theſe natural effuſions of affection are cats 
' accounted for, when we reflect, that Madame, 
| had had the care of them from their birth ; 


that ſhe had reared them with maternal ten- 
derneſs, and thoſe errors of her conduct, 


when they were arrived at an age, which re- 
quired the moſt cautious and circumſpect T 
advice, the reader (or the ſearcher of the 5 
inward motives) ſees without prejudice or 
partiality: But to them (who were not actu- ; 


ated by the ſame inſtinct) they were 10 many 77H 


' Inſtances of love and affection in her toward 


them both, and therefore it was natural for _ 
them to look to her loſs with unfeigned ſor- 
row. She now took advantage of that mo- 
ment, when ſhe knew their hearts were ftrug- 
gling between the influences of right and 
- wrong ; that they ought to ſtay. with their 


ſiſter Gertrude was certainly right, and to 
leave her, and go with Madame, was as cer- 


tainly wrong; but how many err (even wik 
EE from too ien auen EL: 


_ 
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| > 
Madame,; in return, wept over them, called 
them her children, repreſented the flattering 
deluſion of pleaſures untaſted, of ſocieties 

unenjoyed, of attachments unknown, that at 


laſt they promiſed her to be the onnpatiien 
in her Continental tot:: TRE 


With this aſſurance, ſhe gave e them a * of 
affection, and the maternal | promiſe of always 
continuing, as ſhe had been, a mother to them; 

nay, ſhe went ſtill farther, for ſhe gave an 
aſſurance of ſupplying, by her care and at- 
tention, the parent they had ſo recently loft ; 
theſe mutual affiances being interchanged, 


they bid a good olght i to each N and re- 4 
tired to reſt. | | 


— 
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They retired, bub gelb did not accompan 
ea the various agitations of mind that 
occupied each boſom would not admit fuch 


an inmate, the en and Adern of caſe 0 
and content. | | 


| Madan cles in her NY and fan- a 
died her influence had ſuperſeded the affection 
TE _—. 
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| they bore their ſiſter, and her mind was now 
filled with the projected eſcape (as ſhe called 
it) but how it was to be effected, was a ſuſfi- 
cient manceuvre to employ her retired hours, | 
and a matter of ſuch moment would. have | 
deemed Wa an intruder. 5 


At firſ 1 Mrs. Allen 8 ven was 
thought en; but only becauſe ſhe had ſaid, 
© they might have it whenever they pleaſed,” 
for the idea of that vaniſhed the moment 
after i it had occurred, for they could not em- 
| ploy Giles as the charioteer ; beſides, it was 
neceſſary that they ſhould be many miles from 
the cottage before Miſs Capel was ſtirring ; 
or that ſhe could have any ſuſpicion, but 
that they were all in bed, for ſhe was herſelf 
an early riſer, therefore it was neceſſary they 
ſhould bid adieu to the happy ſecluſion, as 
ſoon as Aurora would caſt an enlivening ray, 
to let the cottage leſſen to their ſight; then 
how it was to be effected, was arenen to. 


"ep Madame La "IO pany awake. DE 
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Mi Emily had other incidents to difturk 
her hours allotted to repoſe (the preparation 
for the journey, being entirely left to Madame) 
for her mind dwelt more on the forfeiture of 
her word with the unknown Gentleman; for 
though having promiſed Madame that ſhe 
would not meet him, and by that promiſe ren- 
dered the breach equally diſhonourable, yet 
ſhe thought the firſt tye was ſtill in a manner 
binding, and her mind, for part of the night, 
fluctuated between the alternative ſhe ſhould 
adopt, till Miſs Mary's deciſion determined ; 
her to obey Madame. | | 


Bur Miſs Mary had prior inducement to 
either of the others, not to admit Morpheus 

_ to intrude on her time by inactivity, and the 
advice ſhe gave her ſiſter not to meet the 
unknown Gentleman (in Captain Langdale) 
proceeded more from ſelt-intereſt, than any 
act of propriety or decorum, for from the 
time Miſs Emily had related the adventure, 

her thoughts had been occupied on the in- 
ducement he could have to prefering her 
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erſelf, where the Gnilarity wi 
Hire; as. for ſcarcely the family to diſcern 
a difference, and to declare ſuch a violent 
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paſſion too: Nor could ſhe remember (ho 


the circumſtance had been ſtrong in both 


their memories ever ſince) that he appeared | 


particularly attached to Emily at the ti 
ſo far from it, that on recollection it 


vered to her that he noticed her ſiſter the 
leaſt, for it now came to her remembranet 


that he helped to fit on her bonnet, and tied 


the ſtrings under her chin, and therefore ſhe | 


thought ſhe had as much claim to his-regar 
as her ſiſter (for he could know no diffe- 
rence) and though Madame had prohibi 
her ſiſter from meeting him, on pain of her 
diſpleaſure, and ſhe was therefore right to 
—_ or the injunction did not extend to 


her, and as Emily had ſaid, in her nightly | 


argument, ee that it was very unpolite 
promiſe, and not fulfil your engagement,” 


| he thought ſhe could not do better than to 


meet him herſelf, unknown eib whey ſiſter 
| Or Madame La Fey. . 37 33 EEE, ah 
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This plan was adopted without any reſer- 
vation (and the firſt impulſe which had led 
her to act without Emily's concurrence) ſhe 
had therefore only now to elude the know- 
ledge of Madame and her ſiſter Emily (Miſs 


Capel was ſeldom to be feared, as her morn- 
ings were generally employed i in the library 


of her late father) and in this ſhe was aided, 


for at breakfaſt Miſs Capel had deſired Ma- 
dame to go for her to a peaſant's houſe, about 
2 mile, to ſee an old woman, who lay at the 
point Of death, and to inquire what was ne⸗ 1 
ceſſary for her to have. Madame did not 
dare to diſobey, and therefore cheerfully com. 
plied.; but recollecting the aſſignation of Mie | 
| Emily's, and fearing that opportunity might 
ſuperſede all promiſes, begged her to accom= _ 


pany her in the walk. To. this the aſſented 
without heſitation, as ſhe was determined to 
abide by her ſiſter Mary's advice, and "Miſs 


Mary pleading head-ach or cold, her em 


pany was "diſpenſed with without the leaſt 


ſuſpicion, -- 


cre? | 
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HE way being u PURE cleared of all in- 6 
truders, our young adventurer, wich | 
the moral admonitions of Madame recent in 
her memory, the good inſtructions ſhe had 
given her ſiſter, not to diſobey them, equallß 
forcible and as well remembered, ruſhed on | 
a dangerous precipice, ſhe had been inſtructed 
to avoid in the precepts to. her ſiſter, a and | 
which ſhe forcibly felt from conviction. © He | 
might be a vagabond.— Would yo con- 
taminate your noble blood by ſuch an alliance? 
Theſe words ſhe well remembered of Ma- 


5 „and ſhe kad pb the meaning of - 
a 4 


| WEIRD | $ISTERS. I 


them with a very natural, as well as moral, re- 
flection; but ſhe remembered too that Miſs 
Emily, on telling the tale, had ſaid, © that 
in the morning's aſſignation, when ſhe went 
to the alcove, if ſhe was alone, ſhe was to 
give a loud hem, to inform him ſhe was fo, 
and he was to be waiting for the. ſignal, in 
the wood behind.” All theſe reflections had 
crowded on Miſs Mary” s mind as ſhe walked . 
to the place of interview, determining too, 
that ſhe would not diſcover that ſhe was the 
counter- part till Ne found it himſelf. —This 
laſt reflection brought her to the door of the 
alcove at the moment of appointment, as 
her watch informed her, and as her ſiſter's 
intelligence, before had ſaid was the appointed 
time ; moved by an impulſe, the concurring. 
circumſtance did inſpire ; finding herſelf at 
the place of aſſignation alone, and in no dan- 
ger of diſcovery, ſhe involuntarily gave the 


promiſed hem, and Captain Langdale, who 


was a truſty centinel, inſtantly obeyed the i 
ſummons, and was by her ſide in a moment, 


for his ardour had not been ſo much heigt- 
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ened i in the proſpect of this fecond i N ner 
yo as to fares: heme at t ber feer, | {i OLA 


— 2 1 * 


Miß Mary wo er 22 a rhe 
ide, than that ſelf-taught monitor again ob- 
truded to her mind on the i impropriety of her 
conduct, and the improper application the had 
made of the advice giyen to her ſiſter, and | 
which ſhe had herſelf enforced by precept, | 
but deviated from by example: She ſat there- 
fore with her eyes caſt on the ground, her 
frame agitated, and her dountenance wore | 
the face of nidiry and diſtruſt. 55 


Bout Us e not « being Ree oh . | 
A ſerved) ſo ſanguine as before, began to ſuſpect 


(for he did not diſcern the difference of the 
women) her ſilence and diffidence proceeded - 
from a real paſſion ſhe had entertained for 

him, this ſecond meeting helping to corro- 
borate the ſuggeſtion, and therefore not fal- 

ling into the f flowing: rhetoric of 4 lover, who 

has a miſtreſs to gain (eſpecially as his views 
were 18 ſuch) and i e her timidity to 
: "Ju _ 
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0 : thn by ſaying, 6 My amiable Miſs. 
| Capel, why this apparent viſible apprehen- 
ſion, why this tremor, this agitation? I hope 
you do not fuſpect my honor ? If your fears 
extend to any other cauſe, fly this inſtant, fly 
with me, and I will place you in a habitation. 
beyond the reach of dangers or the power 
of moleſtation.” . 


Miſs Mary, whoſe mind was reyolying al! 
that had paſſed the preceding day and evening, 
and reflecting on Madame's words, A va- 
gabond, thought this offer of his, juſtified. | 
her conjecture ; when raiſing her eyes to him, 
flaſhing with anger and indignation, that were 
wont to expreſs the utmoſt ſweetneſs and: 
complacency : © Sir (ſaid ſhe) h-- - OW 
dare you offer ſuch an indecorum to me, to 
think that I would go and live with you, or 
contaminate my noble blood by f. uch an alli- 
ance, H--- ear me, Sir, ha appy in ' 

h - - - aving h- - ad ſuch a good father, 
who taught us a leſſon 1 h- — 55 1 ſhall 

Vol. I. 5 1 V5 3 ever 
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ce H - - - ow he knew ſhe was not the Lens 
perſon who met him the "OF Wesens . 

0 „How! ” he replied, « why by dad capti- 
vating - - - ow, that ſweet engaging hefi-- 
tation, which is the only characteriſtic yo 
poſſeſs ſuperior. to your ſiſter ; but,” added 
he, is your name Emily or Mary?“ (or 

Rachael Doyle had e him my OE 
N 


1 « My name e (ſhe replied) is Mary 


. Well theri (he returned) my 406 Mis 
Mary, be affured I am a Gentleman- of for- 
tune, and I till offer you my houſe as an 
| aſylum of honor, and ſhall think myſelf happy, 

; 6 ie utmoſt felicity, in offering pb to | 
beauty, innocence, | and Fi NT 


_ Here pin Langdale ated. up to a 
moral admonitions of his preceptor; but 
Miſs Mary catching at the inſinuation to their 


JOY PRES " Poor! Sir, No, 1 we are 
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not poor, w we are rich; but huſh (recollecting 
the innen in her father's N I muſt 


lay no more.” 


We” Ves 2 did Cambs Langdale, ſeizing | 
her hand, © you. muſt ſay more. Tell me 
who you are, for your manners, your ele- 
gance, 105 this village never Save them 
birth.“ 


%, 


ee Indeed, Sir,” ſaid Mary, ſtruggling to 
releaſe her hand, we are only the daughters 
of the late Mr. Capel ; but we are not poor. 
No,“ ſaid ſhe, riſing from her ſeat 3 « and 1 
if I were, would I contaminate my- nb, 
Blood, or be beh - - olden to _ at for 1 
e . | e 


In this e ſhe appeared with ſuch 
grandeur of dignity, that the Captain was 
ſo ſtruck with admiration he could make nao 
reply; when ſhe told him, that ſne muſt 9 
leave him, for ſhe ſhould be ſought for by her 
| liſters, and ſhe could not wilh to be found 
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with him. On ſaying this, ſne bid him al 
morning, and deſcended the ſlope to the 
gate, while he ſtood with his arms folded, his : 
eyes following her till the ſhade of an ivy 
"hedge hid her from his fight, when he reco- 
vered from his reverie ; but his mind became , 
tortured with ſenſations he had never before 
felt, and that he ſhould ſuffer her to leave him 
without the promiſe of a ſecond meeting. 5 
* That they were of family and PH his 
lovely Mary's artleſs tale had unfolded; that 
he might now never have an opportunity of 
meeting her again there, as from the juſt 
notion, apparent in her converſation, ſhe had 
of rectitude, would with-hold her from 
making any clandeſtine appointment, that 
he had omitted to inquire how ſhe came in 
the place of her ſiſter, and whether ſhe had 
been informed of the meeting? But this was 
evident from giving the alarm word, though 
the cauſe was ſtill to be told; that he might, 
to be ſure, be introduced to the houſe by 
Mr. * but row: it mul be on terms 
* 


„ 
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his heart was rather repugnant to, and to poſ- 
ſeſs her on any other was he ſaw as impoſſible 
to attain, as it was averſe to him now to at- 
tempt. With theſe reflections he again tra- 
verſed the lone path which led to the great 
road, where he found his horſe paſturing by 


the length of his bridle, and, having mounted, 62 


made towards his home. 
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ISS Mary, with flying fee; haſtened 5 
to the cottage, and gained her place 
of reſt in Madame's room, and had recovered 
her agitation and compoſure before ſhe and 
her ſiſter returned from viſiting the ſick, 
though ſhe had a ſecret regret in her mind 
that her haſte had prevented him the op- 
portunity of obtaining a ſecond interview. 
There ſeemed to be a kind of oppreſſive pre- 
ſentiment, that the en gagement ſhe was under 
to Madame might be the means of preventing 
her ever ſeeing him again, and the aſylum he 

had offered her the ſecond time could, in 

| BE 


>, WEIRD SISTERS. _. inns" 
her opinion, proceed from no other cauſe 
than the very beſt intention, his protection; 
beſides ſhe had omitted to aſk his name. 


In the mean time Madame's mind was | 
wholly engroſſed in forming the plan for their 
eſcape, for ſhould any ſuſpicion ariſe, either 
in Miſs Capel or Mrs. Allen, it would be 
impoſſible for her to effect it; beſides, Mr. 
Allen had been there that morning, and 
would not leave the houſe till he had ſeen 
the younger Ladies, Miſs Emily and Miſs 
Mary, who returned to her with countenances 
of regret, and notwithſtanding ſhe continued 
to diſplay the deluſion of pleaſure and diſſi- 
pation, with the ſatisfaction ariſing from an. 
independence and an affluence, they ſeemed 
to her to loſe their effect, they would ſtill 
talk of Mr. Allen; indeed Miſs Mary had 
not been ſo zealous for the world, ſince ſhe 
had again ſeen and converſed with Captain 
Langdale alone in the alcove, and ſhe ſeemed 

to think (though ſhe did not know it) that 
a world of. pleaſure, wien all the faering | 
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| appendages of independence: and; buns | 
without him would have no charms for er.” 5 

She ſighed often through the day, which di 
not eſcape the penetration of her preceprreſs ; 


who imputed it to a different cauſe ; it pro- 


ceeded from affection, and ſhe e it to 
| diffatisfaCtion. hls 


With all theſe doubts in hes mit; og 
was very dangerous. She tampered with old 
Giles, the gardener, for information; but 
her hints were ſo diſtant, and age being flow 
of comprehenſion, it was vague on both 


ſides. At laſt ſhe recollected that Auguſtin 
uſed to have wine brought in large hampers 


by a waggon, which belonged to a farmer 


who lived about a mile off. Hither ſhe hied 


one morning early before the Ladies were 


ſtirring, when ſhe gained all the ſatisfaction 
ſhe wiſhed, for ſhe underſtood that they at- 
4 tended the market at Brittleſworth- twice a 
week, and ſet out as ſoon as the day began 
to dawn. From diſtant inquiries, ſhe; learned 
too chat 57 did take __ neige with 


the m 


— 


* 
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them Sessel This was ſufficient, when 
having got the morning they - next went, 
which was the following market day. No- 
thing now remained, but to prepare her pupils 
for the journey, by diverting their minds 
from reflection, relating pleaſures theyx 
never could enjoy, and ſituations they never 
could attain; mere chimerical airy caltles, _ 
which ſhe built for them to bait at, in order” i 
to fix the ſecurity of her own POR _ 


Thus buoyed up with ite fallicy a her 
arguments, ſhe brought them to conſent 'to | 
leave the happy aſylum of the cottage, the 
| friendſhip and protection, as well as the good. 

counſel of Mr. Allen, with the affection of 
their amiable ſiſter, to ſeek. with her, in a fo-. 
reign country, thoſe acquiſitions they could 
never obtain, and for which they had quitted - 
all that was deſfirable—peace, happineſs, eaſe, 
and contentment, Little availed the. advice of 
the beſt of fathers never to quit that happy 
ſecluſion ; but how dangerous is perſuaſion i in 
the power of an e oratorf ?: 
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As they were all in bombazine, it W N 


to Madame, that the taking of cloaths was 
an incumbrance they could not admit in their 


privacy, they therefore accommodated them- 
ſelves only | with a change of linen, which 
their ſeveral pockets contained: But as Ma-. 


dame had taken care to ſecure very ſafe, within 


the lining of her ſtays, the forty A thouſand 


pounds (except what ſhe retained for their 


travelling expences) cloaths could be pur- 


chaſed at any opportunity, when wanted, with | 
great eaſe, and in great plenty, if neceſſary ; 


beſides, as the faſhions of courts differ, it 


would have been a folly to take what they 
could-not have worn, for they were ſhortly 


to appear in the habitable dreſs of Spaniſh 
Ladies; a dreſs Madame had not only told 


them was ornamental, but what they would 


find would make them look ſtill more lovely : 


than they now did, —Intoxicated with her art- 


ful flattery, they ſuffered the evening, pre- 
vlous to their departure, to paſs in perfect 
5 tranquillity, and when they left their ſiſter, 
wiſhed her a good. gh, win as much Jobs ” 
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and gaiety, as if they were to meet her the | 
next morning at breakfaſt ; but we are in 
ſome meaſure to account for this: ſerenity, as 
Madame had never uttered a doubt to effect 
them, but what they would ſee Miſs Capel, 
their ſiſter, very ſoon again. In the evening, 
indeed, previous to the ſetting of the ſun,. 
theſe young friends, who, hand in hand, were 
ordained to travel the maze of life together 
from their births, walked to the alcove, when 
Miſs Emily could not help reverting to the 
meeting, ſo unexpectedly, * the unknown 
Gentleman,” for ſhe knew Capt. Langdale 
by no other appellation; ſhe heaved a ſigh at 
the recollection, and Miſs Mary joined in 
uniſon another, they, however, both hurried 3 
from the place and the idea together, in tinc- 
tively, the thought being no ſooner in bir, 4 
than it was aid to oblivion. ; 
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I length Madame ſaw the dawn of that 
41 day which was to make her miſtreſs of 
a fortune of five-and-forty thouſand pounds: 
It was the end of May, the morning very 
fine, when ſhe awaked the innocent flum- 
berers from a repoſe, where deluſive dreams. 
had led them through imaginary enchant- 
ments, which on waking they found vaniſh,. 


and in the diſappointment were not affected. 


But they were now awoke to greater de- 


nun and when ſne, with much gaiety, bid 


them 
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them ariſe, with « Allons, Mademoiſelle 1 paint 
du jour, * les & Levant ! allons ! Mn Pa. 


They from to wiſh than. nap Had Sis 925 


protracted; they however, at the ſummons, N 


haſtily aroſe, and, having put on their cloaths, 
were directed by Madame to follow her 
ſoftly down the ſtairs (as they were to paſs. 
the door where Miſs Capel ſlept.) This he- 
ing attained without any alarm, ſhe proceeded 

to the kitchen, as the door opened into tl | 
garden, and beſides it had no lock, but only 
a latch, and two bolts, which were eaſily 
opened, without noiſe. Having reached the 
garden, they gently lifted the latch, and faſ- 
tened the door after them. When they went | 

down the garden to the back gate, in going 

they were met by the houſe dog, who. had 
given the alarm, when Captain Langdale was 
roving about the premiſes, and he was pre- 


paring to have again vociferated with a wo. 


loud bark (from its being ſo early) had not 
Miſs Emily gone to him, and patting him 
on the head, he ſoon knew her, when he be- 


130 -WEIRD SISTERS. 


gan to play with them both, as he! had bes 
' accuſtomed to do, j jumping up to their ſhoul- 
ders, and running firſt before, and then 8 


turning to them again, till they reached the 


gate, when it became neceſſary to confine 
him within the happy encloſure: However, 
when the gate was preparing to be ſhut, and 
to ſeparate him from them, he caught hold 
of their petticoats with his teeth, and at- 
tempted to pull them back alternately, firſt 
one, and then the other, prophetically Warn- 
ing them of the protection they were leaving, 
and almoſt forcing them to relinquiſh their 
enterpriſe, while they kept crying to him, 
e Go home, Rover, go home; “ but it availed 
nothing, he would perſevere in his good in- 
tention, till Madame took a hedge ſtick that 
was near, and receiving him with a blow, he 
quitted his hold, hanging down his tail, mani- 
feſtly diſappointed he had not ſucceeded, and 
when the gate was ſhut, that he could no 
longer ſee them, he gave a howl- of regret, 


"my: i en to ben Renal.” 1 1 e 
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* Poor Royer,” ſaid Miſs Mary, «x wiſh 
he could have gone with us, we want a pro- 
tector,“ alluding in her mind to the offer of 
ce the unknown Gentleman.“ 


y 1 
2 


When they got into the n they ele | 

to take the laſt view of the cottage, and Ma- 
dame, to ſuſtain them in the trial, laughingly 
ſaid, Adieu to ſolitude; WOW: we return 1 
we will bring ſociety wich r: hoot i 


« ] hope ſo,” faid Mis BN 895 


. 15 


« Yes,” faid Mis Mary 8 or ſeek. ir 1 
here, 


But they were now out of view of the 
houſe, and Madame hurrying them on, for fear 
the waggon ſhould be gone, they ſoon had 

travelled the mile, where they found the far- 
mer buſily employed with his man in putting 
the horſes too, and rea to ſet oft. | 
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On ſeeing three ſuch Ladies come; to e- 
Sts A to go in his waggon to Brittleſworth, 
made the farmer heſitate, as doubtful of their 
identity, having never noticed them before 
(if he had ſeen them) till Madame remind- 
ing him of her having been there a few days 
ago to inquire when his waggon went to 
market, he recollected her, and then, to 
accommodate them in the beſt manner he 
could, he removed ſome of the facks of 
wheat, and making a ſeat of two others in 
the front of the waggon, they, With the aſ- 
fiſtance of the carters, ſeated themſelves. 
commodiouſſy, when the tinkling of the team 
ſoon informed them they were in motion, and 
though their rapidity did not equal a coach, 
yet they had ſix horſes, and Madame La Fey 
recalling to mind the time when ſhe, with her 
Lady, Lord and family, uſed to travel in 
ſuch ſtile, did not now deſpair but ſhe ſhould 
again ſee days of grandeur, and greater than 
theſe, as ſhe ſhould be a principal where 
mne had only ben an inferior character be · 
8 fore. | Y 
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Three hours brought them to Brittle "2 


worth, where they took a poſt- chaiſe at the 


inn the waggon ſtopped at, and while the 9 
horſes were being harneſſed, took ſome re- 
freſhment, and then, by the direction of their _ 


guide, the driver was ordered to take the 
next poſt, directly contrary to the way they 


intended to go: But Madame did this to DIVE: 5 


vent being traced. 


— 


When they el at this ſtage ſhe dif 


charged the chaiſe, and took another, which, 
croſſing a bye-road, brought them into the 
track which led to the neareſt ſea-port, and 
changing horſes at every poſt town, they | 


reached the deſired haven in the evening, 


where finding'a ſhip ready to fail far Alicant 


in Spain, waiting only for a fair wind, our 
adventurers were allowed by the Ours to. 
take ſome reſt, aſſuring Madame that they 


ſhould have e notice, if the wind proved 
fair, 
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The variety of entertainment which, had 15 
e on the journey, with the novelty, 
left no room in the breaſts of our fair fugi- 
tives for reflection, and in the morning, when 


they were called to embark, the buſtle, and 
noiſe of mariners, with the buſy countenances 


of traders, ſo engroſſed every faculty, that 
fear could not make the leaſt inroad, and they 
mounted the ſides of the ſhip, truſting them- 
ſelves to the turbulent ocean (when the re- 
volution of a few hours had brought them 
from the moſt perfect calm) without any diſ- 
may or apprehenſion, and the fluctuating 
wind (as if favouring their purpoſe) was 
"HOW ſteady to his truſt and gave'them every 


aſſiſtance, that in due time they reached the 
| Coaſt of Spain, and were landed in ſafety at 

: Alicant, without any interruption, not occa- 
ſioning the alarm ſufficient to recall to mind 
their preſent fituation, 0 or the We Arkan 


28 bad abandoned. 


To prevent, as much as was Gs Madame 3 


power, the conſternation and 1 
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Miſs Capel muſt be in for the ſafety of her 


ſiſters, when they were miſling, as well as 
to amuſe her mind from an immediate pur- 


ſuit, ſhe made Miſs Emily leave a note, 
ſigned by them both, acknowledging that it 
was a voluntary act of their own; that the 


ſolitude of the cottage was become irkſome 


to a degree; that they had now ſought that 


ſociety, they were ſure ſhe would have objected 


to, if they had propoſed it to her (as ſhe did 
their going to Brittleſworth) and that ſhe 


ſhould ſoon hear from them again; and con- 


cluded, by ſaying, © that ſhe could not poſſi- 
bly entertain any apprehenſions for their 
ſafety, as they were under the immediate pro- 


tection of Madame La Fey, who had been 
from their births a common mother to > chem 


both. Fn 


es. 


| 


- __ 


— = - — - — . — — — 
„„ „% — 2 2 ——— + — = — 


— 1 — — — — — 
. — — . — SY) INTELL TS WT A” 


— 


| 
| 


EY pn p 

JJC EE ed 

. — td lr et CIOS r * XY 
U 


” — - : 
a * « 2 pr” — 
=y Or 1 66 
2 7 y » — W-: 
: ra ne At * N 3 * 1 
— a INT Ne a. * n 
2» 3 W > 
2 5 we ES Nr er 
: — op = ry Ee vo — 
© 


4. 8 
GET ERS: 
2 — wa 
. 
8 


— 
» 
— 


* 

Ri 
1 
4+ 7 ? 

wh [ 

. : 
* 
TX; 


od . - + -4 : % * 
4 * 4 WY I . i © 08%, 
* 5 — A : 4 N W232 
Ro $554 = 0 72 
CHAP. XXII n 
2 0 
* 8 
5 5 . 
a 25 * 4 OS 
: + 4 # LL 


,# 4 
v—— e tg 2 ; 
E 
* 
2 25 9 
K 1 * # 


- 3 f : 
* — 2 z © 


table, and on the morning, when Miſs 
Capel had taken her uſual walk in the garden, 
which ſhe did before they made their ap- 
pearance at breakfaſt, and was returned when 
the kettle and all the apparatus were in order; 


their not coming made her look at her watch, 


when ſhe found ſhe had exceeded the uſual 
time by ten minutes herſelf (for they always 
met exactly at eight) and the. maid at that 
minute coming in with the cream and roles, 
ſhe bid her go and tell them they were idle. 


TS 


— 


. : 
— ; _ ee . ˙—⏑—ŕ ee 


HE note was left on their dreſſing 


The ſervant, as ordered, went and tap'dat _ 


9 TN 
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5 me door; but receiving no. anſwer, ſhe turned 
= = lock, which opening ſhe looked i in, and 
fav the room in diſorder, but nobody there. 
She then came down again, and told her 
Lady, who imagining they were gone for a 


Valk (chough a thing very unuſual) remained 
5 very patient: But the maid going into the 
; kitchen, and meeting Giles, the gardener, , 


aſked him * if he had ſeen her vous Ladies 
and Madame © „ 


0 $ ! # 


oy 2 he had not ſeen them any e 


1 his the maid went and told Miss Capel, 
who began now to feel an uneaſineſs ſhe could 
not account for, She then told Jenny (the 
maid) to go up ſtairs again, when ſhe MM 
turned with the note, ſealed and directed to | 
buy which the faid lay o on the table. e 


Miſs Capel had no Fae woke: open nd [ 
read the note, than ſhe exclaimed, O, my. _ 


dear father ! how propherically did you fore= - 
ſee this day; * if you had penetration , | 
| ſufficient 
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ſufficient to ſee: fo far into futurity, any 7 
you would have provided a more ſtable 


EEE power to have controuled their inclination, 


than ae feeble PT ol! a load Pp 


555 * reine in ih? room, now. | 
er atm to "ROE what was the matter 3 


«c Why,” 54 Miſs Capel, * hey are 
grve—they have left me. 


« .Q1! * faid Jenny: c bg that French. : 
woman, [ fay,” and left the room. | 
Wen the 3 in, *« Hannah; 2 ſaid” 
Miſs Capel, my ſiſters have left me; it is im- 
. poſſible but ſomebody muſt be acceſſary to their 
going. Do you know any thing about it? Ra 
Tell me the truth, for 1 will more readily 
pardon the breach of confidence than a falſ- 
hood ; the one you might be drawn to com- 
ts but che other i 18 wilful.” ite Root ROLE 
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Hannah now began to proteſt her inno- 
cence, calling every thing ſacred to witneſs 


the truth of what ſhe averred; but ſhe did £ N 
vb recollect, and ſhe remembered it at the ö 


time, that when ſhe came down in the morn- 
ing, the kitchen door was only on the latch, 


and ſhe was ſure ſhe bolted it at night, as hne 


had always done ever ſince Rover barked ſo 


that night; and, indeed, Ma'am, added Han- 
nah, but I would not wiſh to make you gfeard, 
but I am ſure ſomebody was ſculking about 


the houſe, for, as ſure as I am alive, I ſaw a 


man in the garden too, and a looked liken a 
Gentleman, for I was near un, nearer than he 


nn 1 I was afeard to cry out. 


At dis eee Miſs C apel _— W Ho 
but had preſence of mind to aſk, © What 


diſtinguiſhed. him in her opinion as a Gen- | 


tleman ? 3 


" Why, Ma'am,' continued Hannah, > che 
had one of thoſe things in his hat, a cockade, 
I think, they call 'em : I ſaw a . 

Voi. K „ 
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once, een ſuch a one, at the wake, when they. 
were liſting young men for to go for ſoldiers. 
J am ſure I never can forget en, as they took 
our poor Harry with them, Ow almoſt 
broke mother s heart.“ 25 1 


tina ſtory, with her caution to her 
Lady not to be afeard, filled her with more 
terror than ever ſhe had experienced; for, # 
from her picture of a Gentleman, Miſs Capel 
could only imagine the perſon ſo deſcribed 
to be Captain Langdale, and that he was a 
party in the flight, it now to her ſeemed to 
want no farther confirmation, as meeting 
him at Brittleſworth, his. paſſionate deſcrip- . 
tion of her ſiſters, and their profound ſilence 
fince, all ſerved to corroborate the ſuſpicion; _ 
but in theſe her conjectures a thought obtruded!) = 
itſelf, which would have been injurious to 
the refined ſentiments which Miſs Capel poſ- 
ſeſſed (was it not a proof to be deduced, onev- 
ery occaſion, that the moſt perfect may and muſe 
err ;) for in the revolution of, and combining to- 


gether the above circumſtances, an ideadidoccut 
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chat it might be poſſible for Mr. and Mrs. 
Allen to have connived at the elopement 750 


cc But if they have (ſaid Miſs Capel to her- 


ſelf) I will never put any confidence *. the 15 


appearance of rectiiude and muy! Se” 


With theſe ſeveral opinions operating 4 
ternately in her mind, ſhe walked up and 


down the parlour in great perturbation, which - 
Hannah obſerving, and finding too that her | 


preſence was of no ſervice to correct the 


tumults, left her Lady to her own reflections; : 
but thinking that Mr. Allen, who in her 


opinion was a very good man, might reaſon 


the matter with her Lady (or, as ſhe ftiled 
her, her miſtreſs) better than ſhe could, ran 
through the ſtable yard (as the farm yard 
was called) and, croſſing a field, was at the 
parſonage in a few minutes, when going to 
the door, and knocking, Mrs. Allen came, : 
who ſeeing her in a violent flurry and heat, 
and knowing her, by having ſeen her at the 
cottage, & Ah, well-a-day and alack | why, 
Maiden, whatis the matter? ( ſaid Mrs. Allen) 


K 


To, FE 


' * . 
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T hope that no miſhap has befoltog ar, 0. 


Las good folks.” 


Hannah, equally out of breath, 3 - 
5 terrified, could not ſoon recover her ſpeech; 
but when ſhe did, her firſt words were, O that 


Madame La E y that French woman 8 


re Why. why ! * dee Mrs. ale, 


* belike ſhe 1s dead. 


« © ld Ne no, miſtreſs,” | e 


Hannah, te jt is worſe than that, ſhe has car- 


#* 


ried off my young Ladies, and my miſtres 


does not know where they are gone, and ſhe 


is all as one mad! I ran from our houſe to 


ſee if maſter was at home, that he . 
come and talk to her.” c 


Mr. Allen, who 5 in his ſtudy, and hear- 


ing a voice of diſtreſs, 'which never failed to 
attract his attention, came into the kitchen 
where they were, when Hannah related the 
whole, not omitting her ſtory of the © ſkulk- 
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mg Gentleman; not that ſhe: ſuſpeRed him 
to be of the party, only that in relating the 
_ circumſtance of the latch of the kitchen door, 
it would have made the tale deficient without 


It, 


Mr. Allen, when ſhe was filent, aſked, “if : 
| Miſs Capel had ſent her ?”” But Hannah de- 
clared it to be a ſpontaneous act of her own; 
but having got Mr. Allen's conſent that he 
would come and conſult with her miſtreſs 
what was to be done, Hannah. obſerved, that 
ſhe muſt not ſtop, and therefore took the 
ſhorteſt way home again, and with equal 
ſpeed, fo that ſhe was never miſſed ; the 
confuſion of the houſe permitting no inquiry. 


The ſervant was no-ſooner gone than Mrs. 
Allen began to remark, “ So far from the 
accident of Captain Langdale's meeting the _ 
young Ladies turning out for the beſt, it pon- 
tended. that it would. turn out for the worſt 
in her opinion, for it was plain he was the 


rn ſeen by the cook, and the part Who 
| KK 5 1 


* 


2, 3 
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gave the alarm when the dog be bar ked [ro much 
one night; and you know, my dear, that we | 
had never any opinion of that French Ma- 
dame. The Eſquire too has plenty of mo- 
ney; as poverty might therefore with ber 
plead an excuſe, it might inſtigate her to ac- 
cept a bribe from him, to be aiding in ſeducing = 
the innocent pray creatures from home. 


During theſe bene of th © with Mr. 5 
Allen was loſt in thought, revolving in his 


mind every circumſtance that occurred to 


him reſpecting the affair; and when Mrs. 
Allen rouſed him out of his reverie, by re- 


peating her own obſervations to him, he ac- . 


knowledged that he was of the ſame opinion; 
however, drefling himſelf, he took his gold- 
headed cane, which was his father's, and had 
been given to him by his patron, the elder 
Eſquire Langdale, walked on to the cottage, 
muling all the way on this "OY 18 85 well 

en as he called 1 it. "= | 
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That Capt. Langdale was the aggreſſor, 
| there remained no doubt, and that he was the 


principal, when Madame was only an acceſ- 
ſary, was to be ſuggeſted from the opulence Ws 
of his fortune, with his avowed propenſity to 
intrigue and gallantry; with theſe reflections, 
Mr. Allen tried to inveſtigate. the character 
of Mr. Capel, that he was a man of under- 
Y Aftanding, and a Gentleman, his offspring bore 
- teſtimony; but that he ſhould leave three ſuch 
daughters expoſed to the world, without any 
guardian or protector, was an act not to be 
0 diſcriminated. Miſs Capel had an uncom- 
| mon ſhare of underſtanding and reſolution he 
already knew ; but then ſhe was young, and 
as hable to temptation as wann * had al. 
4 W aden | 


DO. ET 


ee Tf ” ſaid Mr. Alles: as os walked, ce * 
had ſought my acquaintance, and led me by 
inſinuations to dive into the ane of his re- 
tirement, and the misfortune which had re- 
duced him to a narrow ſtipend, he might 
then, a at the laſt moment, have recommended . 

K 4 | ie 
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them to me, or me to them; for. 1 * 5 
am ſure it would have been an act that 


* 18 5 


have afforded me entire ſatisfaction in the I 


purſuit, and in which, I am fure, L ſhould 
not have erred intentionally ; but with this 
omiſſion in a father (ſo viſibly now brought to 
the proof) am ] juſtified, in not fulfilling a 
duty ſo incumbent, which he neglected wich- 

out compulſion: No, I ought {till to follow. 

the dictate, who am a father, and know how © 
much this deſerted young Lady ſtands in 
need 1 a * herſelf, and * Wille” 992 


T heſe reſolves welt the :nterbna _ 
| hn | in view of the houſe, and as he walked 
with his hands behind him, and his eyes bent 
towards the ground, in a deep and profound 
meditation, Miſs Capel (who did not know 
of the good intention of the cook Hannah, 


who had been for Mr. Allen) walking at that 


minute to the window, and ſeeing him ſtop- 
ping there thoughtfully, the unjuſt prejudice 
not having totally ſubſided reſpecting her ſuſ- 
picion of his and we Allen's * aiding 
. Captain 8 


* 
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Captain: Langdale i in the theft of her ſiſters, 
now came forward with redoubled violence: 
On ſeeing him, therefore, apparently wearing, 
a countenance of vexation and diſtreſs (which 
Miſs Capel interpreted to be difſimulation and 
deceit ). fhe,. when he came into the parlour, 
did riſe to receive him (for politeneſs was 
never diſpenſed with ;) but as ſhe had never: 
learned to diſguiſe her ſentiments, her fea-- 

lt Set and extreme nk. 


Mr. Allen ſaw ney” pou  n © doubifit 
cloud, which ſpread over the firſt features of 
expreſſion and animation, which he could no. 
ways account for or ſuſpect; and on. her ĩm- 
mediately ſeating herſelf again, and remain 
ing ſilent, he was ſo ſtruck. with his recep- 
tion, that the faculties of ſpeech were denied 
him, and he remained ſilent likewife, which. 
Miſs Capel thinking it a corroboration of her 
ſuſpicion, reſentment aided: her in juſtifying: 1 
itſelf, and-ſhe firſt broke the ſilence, by ſay- 
ing, with much candour, though vin ne, 5 


1 


„ 5 


* 13 L 
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866 1 ſuppoſe, Sir, you are come ty vil ; 
me, and, as An act of charity, toc condole my = 
- misfortune and my loſs,” (here the hinge of 
her recent Joſs of her father obtruded on her 
mind) and ſhe roſe from her ſeat, taking her 
handkerchief from her pocket, and walking 
to the window, My misfortune (ſaid the) 
no, my misfortune was the loſs of my father! 
O bleſſed ſpirit ! why, why did you prepare 
me againſt this and other evils, and yet not | 
 fortify me ſufficiently to ſuſtain them, or why 
ab leave me ſingly to fo arduous an underta- 
Hung?“ You, Sir (turning to Mr. Allen) beſt 
„ know if you can give the conſolation you 
ee eee 110 


MI. Allen, who had waves" been addreſſed 
in ſo determined a manner before by Is 
much leſs did he expect, or imagine, a young 
Lady, fo gentle in her behaviour, could 7 
exert herſelf, and wear the face of reſolution 
und reſentment, as Miſs Capel ; or much leſs 
ould he, form any conjecture or furmiſt of - 
the tht eme! but her 7 . 
5 
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of look, with the anger vilibly ſpeaking in 
her expreſlive eyes, had ſuch an effect upon 
him, that he heſitatingly replied, and much _ 
agitated, © Why, indeed, Miſs Capel, I am 
very much grie ved, very much ſurpriſed, in- 
deed: I only am very ſorry, but, as you ſay, | 
I am aſtoniſhed Mr. Capel, that is your late 
father, deceaſed, did not take better care 0 
zan; — © When —. 1 


The viſible confuſion of the good Rector 
confirmed in Miſs Capel's mind what before 
was only ſuſpicion, and his grief, his ſurpriſe, 
and his ſorrow, were to her as ſo many epi- s 
thets of inſult; but when he preſumed: to. - 
arraign her father's conduct, which he would 
not have done, had ſhe not intimated as much 
herſelf, her reſentment would ſhew itſelf, an 
as he was going to proceed with his When“? 


ſhe ſtopped him: © Sir, (ſaid ſhe) don't 
you preſume to correct my father's conduct. 
till you can fully juſtify your own, or think 


| the tle e of ee (a ſacred tie, when and. 
K . 
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tioned by probity) can reconcile you tg yours! 
bel for a breach of ae or integ ape 


Mr. Allen, aſtoniſhed at'a projets which 
ſeemed to lead him to think himſelf guilty 
of a crime his generous heart would have re- 


volted at; for tho' he thought Mr. Langdale 


the aggreſſor, he had no ſuſpicion that any one 
could ſuppoſe him an acceſſary, he therefore, 
with much ſurpriſe, ſaid, «© Miſs Capel, what 1 
do you mean, what do your: Wong portend 7 5 


As Gigguite! held no 8 in her — 55 
tion, ſhe immediately anſwered, with haſte 
and anger,“ Have you not connived ; at * 
bit 8 Anpement, with y ſiſters Sis 


Mr. Allen no enten Med 8 dreadful 

accuſation (as he would have called it) than 
taking his hat from the table on which he 
had laid it, without making any reply, was 
about quitting the room with haf which) | 


Miss 6 Gapel whore and at the ſame time 


9 3 


Ki his ab overſpread wich diſtreſ 
claimed, You will not leave me in fuch trou· 
bie . lens: will a BY 


3 


ce "AG you, „Wade 1 ha: 


c Can I ſtay, when labouring under ſuch an 
unjuſt. accuſation ? No, Miſs Capel, no in- 


ducement can, or ever ſhall, corrupt my mind 


to deviate from rectitude; that I believe, Mr. 
Langdale (far from following the precepts - 


taught him by my worthy father) is the prin- 
ciple inſtrument with the governeſs in draw- 
ing them away ; but it could never have 


occurred to me in thought to have be 8 
aſſiſtant, and I am extremely mortified, that 
any act in my conduct could have juſtified 4 


Miſs Capel | in dab fuch ; en 
of me.“ nl 23 


13 
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Miſs | Capel immediately. . diſpelled,,,eyvery | 


thought injurious... to Mr. Allen, when run⸗ 


ning to bim with. haſte (for he Kill ſeemed | 


12 —— 7 


as wed crores 6 

to bend his ſteps to the 

not go: I ſincerely. aſk your 

every thing is to be in 
ſon left as I am, daſtitute, and no adviſer, — 

O, Sir! ſupply the place of that father you + 

thought proper to blame, and not only in- "ak 


15 


ſtruct, but guide 1 me how to 


e eee to ſablite, mY as 
| ſhe held his arm, to reſtrain him from leaving 
her, he turned towards her, ſeeing the 
tears of true contrition faſt flowing down het 
2 feat in his breaſt; and while the eye ofthe 
4 friendly paſtor gliſtened with fatherly 
tion, he claſped her to his heart; ring. 

her, if ſhe would accept him, he would 8 
both a guardian and a father to r, adding 


* 
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for it is to be obſerved, that the word defi. 
ute, which Miſs Capel had incautiouſly made 

uſe of, had not eſcaped his obſervation, and 
he thought he was as much wanted to ſettle 
the economy of the family, as to recover 
the loſt part of it. + 


o 
_ 
. £ « 
6 
LY 2 
* 5 +» 
— 
* 
5 4 2 
1 
1 
\\ 
oh 2 J : 
— * KR 
* ? » . * in oi 5% we 8 
e | 8. 
3 5 9 3 : £ 7 
| PIES | 1 
4 A 
* 
"RISES 
% 


Pp UN PU oa Ss © 85 ©2452 8 
„ * en 
* 
U 


— 4 — 


— 


3 . 2 
9 r 2 14 2 "x" 5 
& CY . . 5 n n bt . . 1 Be . a 8 p * 4 J 3 3 , l 
22 AL 2 wot 6 $2. 9 oy I Wr e * 2 + 4 4 IG. 2 2 5 . : A OW 5 — 8 44, Lc 6 
——_* { oF 5 1 — me ? 5 5 7 - 10 . g + hoc ow 1 5 * Ed * 2} 4 
— 5 a 5 l : * ae * 9 „ "> Dingo e 2 : . 2 * _— 
4 » 2 a I It — „ 9 Tarn 8 - * rss * $ Deen. 4 
bot 3 — * — FOR «03 Y 3 * 
* he D 83 — — _—— 
* 4 bs 4 % r 2 — T 
* A * 5 x 4 8 2 Dc „ 
* — * . „ n 7 W - e 
. o J m — 8 £ 
— — 7 
* ” 
0 ad | W 


"A ue og IEEE... Ea wr Wea <= — 
e e 2 y Is Ep: IS. — = V a 2 . | 
' =S 1 „ 7 A 5 — — AS — EM on ES * 1 
\ x F 3 * ; Ie - = 8 3 : — 2 —— 2 
5 3 4 „ . So * . : 5 + na 
- x by Swe — — 2 n . 5 1 
c 
Me ee er 


4 : n 67k 
n 2. 


>. 


—__— OF I” — 


r=, ES 


Po * 
« IN 


— — 
* . 
5 1 


ne _—" - N 
is * _ 4 
* A — 
"Ry * BAY ** > *. +3 
2 = - Frey — 
7 you un WI RR os” pre AI es yy. 
* s 


HAT. m 


% * 


HIS reconciliation, which had given 
a father and protector, to a deſerted - 
young Lady, in all the bloom of youth and 
beauty, at the tender age of eighteen, juſti= 
fied the greateſt confidence ; but. ſhe was 
reſtrained from making him acquainted with 
her father's Will, by his prohibition of ſe- 


creſy ; yet ſhe placed the only confidence : 


ſhe could confide to him, which was ſhewing 
che note they had left behind them. This 

did not any ways, however, lead to any clue 
by which they might be traced; but as they 


N added a . to fay, od ow en > 
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they. were ſettled, their fiſter ſhould again 


hear from them,” there remained no Over 
tive, but to wait patiently that event. 


Mr. Allen then told the friendly part Han- 
nah, the cook, had acted toward her Lady, 
(which had helped to confirm Miſs Capel in 
her ſuſpicions) and as the extreme. diſtreſs 
of her mind made it improper for her to be 
left to her own refleCtions for a time, which 
could not be limitted (for no conjecture could 
be formed when the next letters might ar- 
rive) Mr. Allen was prevailed on, at the | 
preſſing requeſt of Miſs Capel, to let Mrs. 
Allen become her viſitor till ſuch time as 
her mind might become more compoſed, by 
hearing not only how her ſiſters did, Dug. 
where they were, and what protection, 1 
they had prefer'd to the happy retirement of 8 
the cottage, as they could not ſuppoſe the 
inducement of Madame La Fey was ſuffi» 


cient for them 1 to make Tack: ee 1 
| i However, 
I ann . * 11 12 4 ** % F Y 
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However, the union of diſpoſition mals 5 
| Mr. Allen not happy at the parſonage, not- 
withſtanding it was decorated with all the 
beauties of nature and art, without his part- 
ner, and though he daily viſited the cottage, 
and frequently ſaw both the riſing and ſetting 
ſun there, yet he was not ſo contented as he 
was accuſtomed to be. Miſs. Capel faw he 

| was without ſociety when at home, and feeling 
how falutary the ſacrifice he had made to her 
peace was, pretended herſelf not to be ſa- 
tisfied, and therefore enforced her firft requeſt 
with addition, which was no other, than that 
Mr. Allen ſhould corhe and reſide at the cot. 
age himſelf, | | 
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This at firſt. was „Ai 0 ret. 
part, but Mrs. Allen enforcing it with her 
good wiſhes, and a © Why, my dear, it is ſo 
loneſome for a. to ſleep alone at the par- 
ſonage, he conſented, and Dh 
charge of the houſe, together with a young 
lad, who was carter; he tilled the glebe, 
which conſiſted of about ten acres of land, 


and which n furniſhed the houſe with 
| 1 wheat 
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wheat 8 bread, barley 600 ad” and the 
poultry, and pigs, while a ſmall part was ap- 
propriated to raiſe a little hay to ſuſtain the _ 
cov in ſeaſons of inclemency : But on this 
addition to Miſs Capel's houſhold, Mr. and of 
Mrs. Allen had a private tete-a-tEte, and, ” 
conſulting her benefit, did not wiſh to leſſen 
a patrimony they already had every reaſon ta 
ſuppoſe ſmall ; therefore Joe, the carter, was 
ordered never to paſs a day without a viſit to 
the cottage, with ſome produce: from either 
the houſe or ONE the parſonage, > 46 


TM edallcncy to this mandate, dne An be 
would bring a ſucking pig, the next a couple 
of fowls or ducks; then Dolly would fend ; 
ſome nice new bread or roles, another day a 
large deſert of various fruit, and a diſh: of _*M 
cream; on another day Joe, of his owa . 
ſpontaneous will, would drain the ſtream, and 
produce a diſh of fiſh for the table of his 
maſter, and ſeveral times the dove-houſe was 
ſearched, and produced pigeans ſufficient for | 
a pie. Thus the confined pittance of forty © 
N « poor + was gleaned to ſupport and 
75 decotrate 
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decorate the table of affluence and of nobility; 
where every one of the ſeveral articles were. 
to be had in abundance; but benevolence 


and liberality are, not to be reſtrained. In 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen theſe donations did not 
proceed from either (though they poſſeſſed bot 
in an eminent degree; ) but from the more 


laudable virtue (though they are all com- 
prehended in the ſame) of charity. Miſs 


Capel was ſuſpected to be poor, and where 
can the heart expand itſelf more congenially, 


with its poſſeſſive virtues, than in aſſiſting the 


poor and the unhappy, and in this view they 5 


i both beheld or Oe! ward. 


Theſe daily preſents from the phithinge 


confirmed Miſs Capel's good opinionſhe enter- 
| tained of her humane gueſts, who had relin- 
quiſhed all their own comforts to adminiſter 
- conſolation to her, for ſhe could not poſſibly 
Have a thought croſs her mind that they ſup- 
poſed her in neceſſitous circumſtances, there- 


fore all was attributed to the goodneſs of their 


hearts, and row al fo 1 it t was, © even in this in- 
Fan: 


| 1 f oy oy +2 '% > 44 IT 8 * . 5 tention : : 
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tention But, notwithſtanding. the: * natural 
cheerfulneſs of Mr. Allen, who exerted him- 
ſelf on every occaſion to divert her mind 
from dwelling too intenſely on the ſituation 
of her ſiſter, till ſuch time as they ſhould re- 
ceive a ſecond letter. more. fatisfactory than 
the firſt, ſhe began every day to grow more 
impatient about their fate, and when the mind 
is oppreſſed we ſearch for trifles, to aggravate 
our misfortunes, ſo Miſs Capel did now ſtart 
the thought of how were they to get a letter 
to her; there was no poſt came to ſuch an 
obſcure corner of the world (and. no letter 
had indeed ever came to the houſe for the 


fourteen years they had been there) nor could. 
they form a direction that would reach her; 
and a month having elapſed ſince their ab- 
ſence, ſhe began to confirm herſelf in this 


idea, that ſhe ſhould not, or could not, hear- 
of them ever again. 85 


Mr. Allen, however, molified this opinion 
by himſelf, for their letters from their ſons 


were always directed to be left at the Poſt- 
| an 
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Joe go occaſionally to che Poſt- Office, to ſee 
if there was not a letter lying there for them; 
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Houſe at Brittleſworth till called for, and 0 
a butcher, who lived in the Hamlet, a little 
way from his houſe, uſed to call when he 
went to market, and inquire for them: Be- 
fides too, he recollected that when they dined 
there, and were talking of their ſons, Madame 


La Fey aſked how they got their letters con- 
veyed to chem at che PR * 7 


This An gave occaſion to Mrs, 
Allen to remark, that Madame had a meaning 


in the queſtion, more than was ſuſpected at 


the time ; and it alſo brought to her recol- 
lection, that it was now near the time that 


they might expect to hear from their eldeſt 


ſon Charles, and begged Mr. Allen to let 


but all their attentions were unneceſſary by 


the vigilance of Madame, who never let a 
word of moment eſcape her obſervation. 5 


ROPER the n 1 which! Mit 


| Capel) was convinced of Mr. Al len 8 bine, 


WEIRD SIS T ERS. ng 
and were mutually of opinion reſpecting Mr. 


Langdale's delinquency, and that he was the 


principal, who had decoyed her ſiſters from 
that happy retirement, to partake in ſcenes, 


which had no exiſtence, but in minds warped 


with deluſive viſions of diſſipated pleaſures: 
Mr. Langdale too, not having been at the 


parſonage, ſince he ſaw Miſs Capel there, 


and gave ſuch a deſcription of them, as not 
for her to doubt who he meant. 


Mr. Allen, in a few FER 45 FR were 
gone, ſent Joe to Norway (the name of the ſeat 


where Mr. Langdale lived) to inquire how 
he did, the compliments, if he was there, 


deing proper; if he was gone, immaterial. 


Joe returned with an | at, 1 their % 


_ maſter left Norway early on Thurſday morn- 


ing (the morning on which the Ladies were : 
_ miſſing.) This confirmed Mr. Allen in his 
opinion, though he did not communicate be 


_ circumſtance to Miſs Capel; knowing i it would 
cy; increaſe her Om W (5:44 


g 1 + 
4 . vo > 
o x" n 


"np" WEIRD $19TERS/ 


le had now taken his morning » walk! — 
the parſonage, and was fi itting reading in a 


5 book he had left on the table the preceding 


day, when the ſervant came to the door, ſay- 
1 2270 cc Sir, Nere is n Tac e 
* Who?” faid Mr. Allen, ring « Mr. 
Langdale, did you ſay 2 


ce Yes, Sir, returned the! d 6 bei is 
in ne my on N — 5 e 


* 
SY 


BE 


Mr. Py cents flew to the 
place, where he beheld the man he leaſt ex- 
pected to ſee; but from whom he conceived 
the greateſt pleaſure in ſeeing, (the young 
Ladies 8 ) 
On e him, he held out his hand 
(as uſual) to Mr. Allen, who received him 
very cordially; but obſerved, there was no 
« How do you do, Doctor, nor any of the 
cheerful vivacity which 10 hüiun n 
| W RE him.“ 


as, 


N f f 
"Bt 
* 
% « 
* 
Mr. 
* p 
* - 
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Mr. Allen aſked him * if he would not 


| alight 2 ce 


He EY « Yes,”. and diſmounted ; 


but with no alacrity, and following Nor. 
Allen into his ſtudy, ſat down evidently in 
perplexity, which Mr. Allen conſtruing as 


proceeding from remorſe on his paſt conduct, 
did not take any notice of the alteration, but 


began to talk of indifferent ſubjects, and firſt 


mentioned © that he thought he had lex the 
country ;”” but was ſurpriſed too that he had 
not called as uſual on him and his wife to 


take his leave, not hinting in the leaſt that 


he ee "ow he had been W 


c Langdale replied. «He had been 
abſent; he had been to Crichton Priory, and 


in Yorkſhire ; for don't you ſee, Do tor 
(with a forced cheerfulneſs) I wave changed 


my cloth. T 


> Sir, ſaid Mr. | Allen; 15 I Pe your par- 
don; I did not obſerve you were in mourns 
Vor. „„ 


* 


ing 
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ing (imputing now his 1 to * 
ſorrow for the death of ſome relation) 1 
hope you have not been deprived o of a a friend, 
whoſe loſs you a i 

1 80 No,” he W 0 oy My Sack, [0 An- 
thony Fleetwood, is dead; but in the bad 
ſtate of health he has been, and the ex- 
treme pain he has endured, ought rather to 
make us rejoice. in his releaſe, than to have | 
wiſhed him to continue here,” ESL ASE © 


Mr. Allen knowing Capoiin Langdale had - 
expectations from his uncle, who had no 
child (and who was alſo his godfather) aſked 
jf he might give him Joy on an acquiſition | 
to his fortune?“ 


If fortune is an acquiſition of joy, Sir, 
(ſaid he) to me, in my ſituation, you may 
give me the congratulation, Sir Anthony | 
having been more liberal than I had rea- 


ſon to N for he has let me has" whole 
eſtate 


LY 


__ 
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eſtate. (excepting a few legacies) together 
with his fine ſeat in Yorkſhire.” Cars IF 


On his Dang, Mr.. Allen aſked » 2 06 2 
value of the patrimony | 5 


He ſaid, © It was eigene af five thows - 
ſand a year, but would admit of great im- 
provements. I have,” he continued, © been 
there near a month, and only called at the 
Priory in my way home.“ „ 

This account, which bans not hk leaſt. 
ſhadow of doubt, removed all ſuſpicion ,of 
the Captain being criminal, - reſpecting! the 
young Ladies from Mr. Allen's mind, and 
he was almoſt ready to congratulate him on 
this proof of his honor and integrity would 
not the declaration have betrayed his doubts, 
and given room to his patron to be offended 
at the inſinuation: However, the Captain 
again alarmed his apprehenſion (almoſt before 
it had totally ſubſided) by adding, with great 
Sravity: But what, Doctor, is all the ac- 
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anions of forme, if the man is not EY 

eaſe ? ? I would reſign all the eſtate for ever, i 
and think myſelf happy in a eee cord 1 5 
attain one acquiſition.” 185 . 
His mentioning * 2 mind at ceaſe,” ae 5 
Mr. Allen naturally conclude that was the 
acquiſition, which would make a cottage pte- 
ferable to the poſſeſſion of an eſtate ſo ample 
as that he had fo lately acquired, and was 


falling again into the ſame error; but willing 2 
firſt to be more fully aſſured, replied, "+ : _ 


thought, Sir, you had finiſhed your improve- _ 


ments at Norway,” wiſhing for an explanation 


of the reaſon which had brought him back 
ſo ſoon to a place he ſeldom. « came t n 


the x ſporting ſeaſon. 


4 80 1 have,” faid Cape 1 


50 but (forcing a ſmile) there are, you know, | 


Doctor, certain attachments formed i in young 
minds, that, like the needle; attr 


points beſide the North,” by the ſieve of * 2 


wo 


72 a — ; Ry 
S %% | This . 
- | 5 N * 5 : 


ts to other 
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| - This declaration almoſt eas to a de- : 
monſtration of his guilt, and would, with any 


man but ſuch as Mr. Allen, have confirmed 


in a belief of it; but he, from his truly good 
heart, reflected that, in accuſing him of the 


crime, alledged, his muſt, at the ſame time, 
prove him, guilty of a palpable and wicked 


falſnood in the ſtory. he had been relating, and 12 


was on the point of telling him of the elope- 


ment of Miſs Emily and Mary, and the: 


ſuſpicions of Miſs Capel (for he would not 
include himſelf) from his deſeription of her 
ſiſters, that he was the aggreſſor, had not Joe : 
opened the door, without any previous intl- 
mation, and doffing his hat, ſaid, © Meaſter. 

butcher Nichols has brought this Bere letter, 
and he ſays as how the oof comes to ſeven· . 


teen pence.” 


3-5 


Mr. Allen e S te ewe | 
from his hand with agitation; on two accounts 
he expected, and wiſhed anxiouſly, to hear 
of the welfare of his eldeſt ſon : He expected 
too to hear of the young Ladies, though not 2 


BY. 3 - by 2 
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by: a Gelee pant to him; but the! «| rats 


tomed to Pay for his ſons letters, raiſed a 1 2 4 
confuſed thought in his mind. The ſuper- 
ſcription was addreſſed to. « The Rev. Mr. 
Allen, to be leſt at the Poſt- Houſe at Brit- 
tleſwortli till called for; but it was not the 


. 
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female hand. He examined the ſeal; it was 
not theirs. neither. He was totally unac- 
quainted with the arms. He turned the let- 
ter firſt on one ſide, then on the other, irre · | 
Ih and almoſt airaid'© to. ace it. | 


16 w hat 8 he; matter, Dodtor ” Fay uc. 


Lnbdaz ka] A OOTY it is from CROP 
te aha 


of No, it is not,” ſaid Mr. Allen, * 
his head doubtfully, as if fearful of having 
ſome bad intelligence from an Alien 
eien reſputing: ether of chem. 


* 


| Capuin | 


being conſiderably more than he was accu 1 


hand-writing of either of his ſons; it was a 


Captain Langdale, ſeeing his perplexity, | 
took the letter from his hand, and examining 
the ſeveral poſt marks, at laſt ſaid, Why, 
this letter is from Spain; it has got the Ma- 
eee . V 
e From Spain ies ſaid Mr. 1 * e 
can correſpond with me from Spain?ꝰ?e 


« Well,” replied Captain Langdale, it * 
is from the capital of the Spaniſh monarch, I 
aſſure you; and, as you ſeem ſo unwilling to 
acknowlecſte your foreign friend, by your 
leave I * break the ſeal for you, which 
overture receiving no repulſe, he opened the 


pacquet, and, taking off the cover, found a 
letter addreſſed to Miſs Coy at the n. 
On freing the ſuperſeriprion Conti 1 
dale exclaimed, in great ſurpriſe, The let - 
ter is addreſſed to Miſs Capel at np * 22 


« Is it?” faid Mr. Allen, « give it me: 


L am glad of it, heartily glad of it, indeed. 
| L4 | 
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I hope ſhe will have ſome eee intel 0 
_ £ 


Then een ejaculations of crafaiich 
and joy proceeding ſo rapidly on each other 


would not fail attracting a mind leſs active than 


Captain Langdale's, and he eagerly inquired - 
the cauſe, which Mr. Allen ſeeing no reaſon 
for ſecreſy, told him the whole ſtory, toge- 
ther with the note they left, their promiſe of 


informing their ſiſter of their reſidence ina 


future letter (which was this, and had been | 
long expected) and only omitt the unjuſt | 

- Gaſpicion they had entertained. 1 Dd 
party in the flight, adding too his own opi- 5 


0 nion of the ſmall fortune they now poſſeſſed, 


22d the intrigues of the French woman to 


| decoy them away, for ſome benefit to ber. 


Capt. 1 heard the retiinh CY, 
[wt not without many emotions of ſurpriſe _ 
and regret ; and when Mr. Allen told him 


that he and his n were inmates of the col- 5 " 


. 


tage, to apart and adviſe Miſs Capelin acts = 
affliction, he could not reſtrain the impulſe of 5 
his heart; but ſnook Mr. Allen cordially by the 8 


hand, thanking him for his attention, acknow- 


ledging himſelf obliged by the favor, and 
begging him to continue his kindneſs, when | 


exclaiming, © Sweet, lovely, innocent Mary, 


why am I deprived of your ſociety, if you 


had accepted my protection? You faid you 


had been happy in having'a good father, but 
he ought to have extended his protection be- 


yond the grave, and not have let three fuch 
daughters e e 


Mr. Allen n theſe en Us | 
cially his acknowledgement of favors he had 
beſtowed on them, and of which he had re 


information, began to fear his mind was de- 


ranged, but was. nevertheleſs led (by his 
apoſtrophe to Miſs Mary, reſpecting her fa- 
ther) to have joined him in deploring their 


fate, and blaming his conduct in leaving them 


thus expoſed; but Capt. Langdale prevented 


any further. 1 nation: (for his recollection 
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now told him he had already gone. too far ü in = 


mounted, and rode off with great ſpeed. to- 


ment at his conduct, ftill thinking him not 


r —˙ a Cn I IIS 
— — 


3 = Mo 


his diſcoveries), by conjuring Mr. Allen, as 


he valued his future friendſhip, to exert all 


his power for their recovery and preſervation; + | 
and added, « Miſs Capel is till in a ſtate of 


. doubt and anxiety ; ; don't keep her a minute 


in ſuſpenſe; ; carry her the letter, it may be 


1 explanatory: I will immediately go, leſt my 
preſence ſhould detain you, and ordering Joe 


to bring the horſe out of the ſtable, notwith- 
ſtanding Mr. Allen's entreaties to detain him, 


wards Norway, leaving Mr. Allen in aſtoniſh- | 


in his right ming, and gathering, from circum- 


ſtances that had occurred ſince he. had been 


there, which the moſt inattentive obſerver might 
have noticed, from the moment he came into 


the houſe ; * but, nevertheleſs, he was ſorry 
that he could not prevent him from going, 


as ſeveral of his obſervations led to a cer- 
tainty that he knew more of them than he 
had believed he did. His calling on the 10 
Tweet innocent Mary, and imitating. her ac- 
ö | cent, | 
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cent, together with the knowledge he ſeemed 


to have of the father, ſhewed Mr. Allen he 
had got other intelligence than from them; 


but Mr. Allen could not reflect that it all 


originated from his houſe, and had not Ra- 
chael Doyle been made acquainted with the 
inhabitants of the cottage, Captain Langdale 


might have been ſtill to learn what he had 


already divulged to him, and that he knew 


more than he did, for he heard from the lips 
of the lovely, innocent Mary, that they were 
nobly born (at leaſt her words intimated as 


much) and that they were rich, neither of 
which circumſtances Ms Allen had any Aa 55 
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UT Capt Langdale was not dne 


J leaſt when he came to the parſonage, on: 


the contrary, his mind was never ſo ſtrongy 
fraught with every ſenſe of reaſon and wiede, 
he had from the time he converſed with 
Mary given over every idea i injurious to their 


peace, or their honor, and as he was con- 


vinced poverty would not be an inducement 
to ſeek a better eſtabliſhment, and though 


he loved Mary paſſionately, he could not 
bring his mind to the ſhackles of matrimony; ' 


he therefore thought it adviſeable to fly from 
2 a ſcene which ms in either cal, bring 
him 


„ 


* 
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na to act wrong; and with this determina- 
tion he immediately put it in execution, and 
took his phaeton and flew from N with 
ou e e ene. 1 F 


on his way Ab was met by one of his OY 
vants, who was coming poſt to let him know 
of the dangerous ſtate of his uncle, Sir An- 
thony Fleetwood's health, and his wiſhes to 
ſee him. As it was nearer to his ſeat to croſs 
the country, he thought it unneceſſary to go 
to the Priory, but make the beſt of his way 
into Yorkſhire, where he arrived juſt time 
enough to cloſe his eyes: But as it was in- 
cumbent on him to ſtay, and ſee the laſt 
offices performed to his remains, and to o ver- 


look his eſtate, a month paſſed, during which 


time, being, by the ſolemn occaſion, led to ; 
reflection, and having no cheerful companions 
to releave the tediouſneſs of thought, his aku 45 
frequently roved to the cottage, with the 

beauty and ſimplicity of Mary Capel, when, 


reflecting on the acquiſition of his fortune, 8 


he could bring no ident of enjoyment in it, 
. unleſs 8 
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future proſpects, and his nights were alarmed 
in viſions by her preſence, as his ideas in 
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unleſs ſhe was an inhabitant - of wat nob _ 
ae and eee N ne „ 


Theſe virtuous wad e Leeres 
thoughts gained daily more influence on his 


the day were enliyened by reflexions on them, 


matrimony did not now appear horrid; a mar- 


ried man began to be thought an amiable cha- 
racter; but Mary only inſpired thefe thoughts, 
and as to live alone ſeemed impoſſible, ſo to 
live with any woman but her was equally ſo. 
Each melancholy day, that he thus paſſed at 


the deſerted manſion of his noble uncle, in- 


creaſed thoſe pleaſing reflexions, till a day | 
brought him almoſt to determine for a wiſe, 
him reſolute in his purpoſe, when the month 
being expired, he ordered his carriage, — 4 | 
ſoon brought him to Norway; he then 


mounted his horſe, and called on Mr. Allen 


his mind only clouded with doubt and appre- 
henſion of his ne for had ſhe not ſaid. 
cc H - - ow 


that he was deranged. 
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«FH 2 * O dare you, Sir, inſult me 5 In 


this dilemma he arrived in the yard of the 


parſonage, in the full poſſeſſion of all his fa- 
culties, and which he in leſs than an hour left, 


with a mind almoſt bordering on diſtraction, 
and fully to juſtify Mr. Allen's e 


* I 5 "n 
* 


No arguments being powerful enough to 
detain Captain Langdale longer, left Mr. Al- 
len in ſome perplexity how to judge of his 


conduct, and doubtful whether to inform 


Miſs Capel of his own ſentiments reſpecting 
him, or to ſay he had been at all; but ap- 

pearances being in his favor, Mr. Allen 
wiſhing to exculpate his patron, if poſſible, 
from a charge ſo heinous, reſolved to tell 


her of the viſit, and only conceal his own 
_ doubts from her, 5 ſincerity (or 


rather the truth) of his declaration, as well aa 


his having inadvertently (or from the diſtrac- 


tion of his mental faculties) diſcovered he 
knew more of their 3 than could be ſup- 
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poſed, unleſs. from being more inimarh of 15 
connected with Une or the inhabitants, | 


* 


With theſe died he baſted to N cot: . i 


Capel's anxiety, than urged by Capt. Lapg⸗ 8 
dale's remonſtrances, and with the letter in 


Lane, when he was met by Mrs. Allen and 
his ward, who wondering at his ty (and the 
wife beginning to raiſe imaginary evils to 
_ difturb herſelf) had walked to meet him. 5 
As they approached they ſaw the letter in 
His hand, and equally anxious, the one for a 
ſiſters, the other for her ſon; both at the. 
lame an e ce 11 it for me? 79 


Mr. Allen gave the letter into the hand | 
of Miſs Capel, which betrayed, in the wife 
and mother, a chagrin, or rather a mixture 
of diſappointment and joy; for had the let- 
ters been from Charles Allen, her counte- 
nance would have expreſſed the ſame feelings 
of her heart, being anxiouſly ſolicitous for 


. | 


tage, more from inclination to -relieve Miſt 


his hand, had almoſt reached the end of Farn . 


eſteem, generally operating alike, when guided 
by ſincerity. Miſs Capel looked at the ſu- 
perſcription with tremor. She examined it 
carefully, and ſaw they were both concerned 
in the addreſs, there being a ſmall deviation 
in their hand- writing, which they knew ſhe 
was appriſed of. This attention of theirs 


gave a momentary ſatisfaction, as appear ing Ti 


to be a careful thought in them to give her 


the earlieſt intelligence of their exiſtence, in- 
timating by it the anxiety Na were certain 


ſne N. for them. 
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HEN the: mind is pred with 
doubts and ſolicitude, the moſt trivial 
circumſtance gives relief, and though anxious 
to read the letter, which ſhe knew they had 


both pen'd, from the ſuperſcription, ſhe ne- 
vertheleſs waited till they reached the cot- 


tage : but their Pace Was much quickened, 
and the minutes, which were to bring hem 


n ſeemed tardy. 


When they gained the parlour Miſs Capel, 


without any apology, broke the ſeal, While 


Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rood 1 in ent expecta- 
tion. 


— ] —rô IR 


Wr IAD 51s T ERS. | 
tion. Mr. Allen, who watched the counte- 
nance of Miſs Capel, ſaw it alternately 
change, and as there appeared no marks of 

ſatisfaction, he began to entertain apprehen- 
ſions the addreſs had, in ſome meaſure, diſ- 

=_ ſipated. After the letter was read again, and 

. " again, without the leaſt comment, ora word 

being ſpoken, Miſs Capel walked to the win; 
dow, deliberating and in great diſtreſs, for, 
ſituated as ſne was, it was impellible to with 
hold the letter from Mr. Allen, as ſhe had 
no other perſon to be her adviſer, and with 
any other ſhe would have been equally fitus 
ated, for the word /ecreſy, in her father's Will, 
importing to them, that it related to their 
fortunes, made the doubt ariſe ; but as they 
did not ſpecify the ſum, ſhe thought that het 


parent's confidence was not e 5 the | 
communication. run 


She'therefore gave the letter to Mr. Allen 
who, ſeeing her diſtreſs, ſaid, © I fear, MiB 


Capel, you have not the fatisfaction Each 5 
wiſhed ?? 
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Mr. Allen ode the" e ol _ 3 3 
-. 6a contents, which amounted to this, “ That 
Mel 4 Madame La Fey had taken them te Madrid, 
4 where, ſhe ſaid, the had a fiſter who lived in 
great ſplendor, but who they found dead; that 
ſhe had changed her name to Mademoiſelle - 
Bolozzi, reported herſelf to be their guardian : 
leſt by their father, and that ſhe poſſeſſed herſelf : 
nt a a large fortune, had taken a ſumptuous houle 
.- richly furniſhed, with a carriage, and was, 
Wm they believed, on the point of marriage. Wm 
a Grandee of the Court, expreſſed ſtill theis 
regard for her, and that ſhe was very kind 
to them, but ſhe kept poſſeſſion of their for- 
tunes. They then conclude with an aſſu 55 
rance they were very well, but gave an apof- 
trophe to the happineſs of the apt asif 
they wiſhed they had never left it.) The © 
letter was dated from the ſtreet! in which "ny. 
. 5 | 
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Mr. Allen having read the ietter, Miſs 
Capel turned to him, and interrogated him 


with only: the monoſyllable, « Well. 


She could ſay no more. He remained Shur. 


for ſome minutes, and then obſerved, that 


the letter ſeemed to be wrote clandeſtinely, 


and with the knowledge” of none but them- 


ſelves, a circumſtance which intimated - that 


they were not happy, and wiſhed to regain 
the ſociety of their ſiſter : Beſides, ſaid Mr. 


Allen, © if this Madame, this governeſs, 


marries, as ſhe can have no property of her 


own, it appears to me, that ſhe will avail 


herſelf of the poſſeſſion ſhe has acquired to 


enrich herſelf. THIN is the * of much 


value ? 


This queſtion made Miſs Capel heſitate in 
reply ; ; but not chuſing to deviate from the 
truth, nor yet to tranſgreſs the expreſs and 
dying requeſt of her father, replied, « 7; es, 


very conſiderable.” Without making any ar- 
ther remark on a ſubject ſhe was limitted in, 


and therefore . to change it, added, 
. * Madame - 
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cc Madame has a fortune too leſt 80 by ne = © 
father, but theſe are trivial conſiderations : 
now: How am I to regain my delud . 
charge, my ſiſters, whom ay, farher left to 
my care * FE F 7 
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Mr. Allen, who could not tare digeſted. . 
any plan, began now to ruminate in his mind 
the moſt probable mode; to write, he ſaid, 
would not avail, for the letters would be in- 
tercepted, no doubt, by the artifice of 4 
woman, who, having led a lover to believe 5 
ſhe had large poſſeſſions, would be unwilling ; 
to undeceive him, either as: amiſtreſs or a wife; 
and while they remained with her the fortune 
might be diſſipated. In this ſuggeſtion Miſs 
Capel * | ä 


Mr. Allen then nba to PRE a 1 
they could place a confidence in, with letters 
from her to them, and to the ungrateful pro- 5 
jector, demanding the return of their por- 
tions, and to convey them in ſafety to Eng- 


land; but Mit Capel found herſelf obliged | 
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to objec to this, as 0 the * 


is no doubt that Madame enforced the ſecret 
in their mind (tho' ſhe knew it had no con- 


nexion with their fortunes) in order to ſecure 


Gs N nn e ee ee 


* 


Miſs Capel replied to this oo by p< 
ing, © ſhe had nobody ſhe could confide in 


on a buſineſs of fuch importance, the care of 


two young women, and an important em- 
baſſy, as well as charge beſides; but I think, 
(ſne added) no one ſo proper as myſelf, and 
muſt I be forced to leave this dear aſylum of 
eaſe and peace, the manſion of reſt to an 
unhappy. father (alluding to his grief for the 


loſs of her mother ;) but, alas ! it has ceaſed 


to by ſuch ſince his death, yet neither can 1 


go. Can I travel into a foreign country 
alone? Impoſſible ! I conjure you, Sir (to 


Mr. Allen) revolve in your mind the moſt. 
eligible plan, and you will not find me back- 
ward to adopt any mode you ſhall inn ad- 4 


viſeable, except ſending a ſtranger.” e 
Mr. 


divulge the important prohibition, and there 
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Mx. Allen ſaid he would retire, 1 con⸗ 
ſult his own feelings; but would not leave 
her till he had obſerved, that by the letter 
there did not appear the leaſt ground to ſup- 5 
poſe Captain Langdale an acceſſary, as they | 
had been led to believe, and had not the let. 
ters exculpated him by their ſilence, he had 
had a ſufficient teſtimony of his innocencse 
(which the letter corroborated) by his having ⁵ 
been at the Parſonage that morning Indeed, | 
| from the receipt of the letter, that Gentleman 
bad never croſſed the mind of Miſs Capel (as 
the projector and contriver appeared evident) 
but now that Mr. Allen mentioned his name, 
her face fluſhed with ſuſpicion, which only 
aroſe from former ones; and when he related : | 
all that had paſſed (ſecreting thoſe anecdotes | 
he thought prudent to ſuppreſs). adding the 
pleaſure it gave him to find their ſuſpicions 
ill founded, Miſs Capel felt a regret that 
they had yielded ſo readily to them, at the 
_ fame time remarking whether, in the event, 
it might not 3 have hoes a 1 he - * 
* een a Py; 
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To this Mr. Allen made no reply, as he : 


did not readily coincide in the opinion ; but 


Mrs. Allen ſaid ſhe thought any one, rather 
than the French Madam. 


Mr. F 3K tide to recollect hiroſelf 6 
he ſaid) leaving his wife to the charge of 
ſoftening the agitation of Miſs Capel's ſpirits, 
but ſhe wanted no ſuch aſſiſtance; for now 


that ſhe was aſſured of the ſituation of her 


ſiſters, her mind was rouſed with every idea : 
for their recovery and preſervation.—lIt had 


been ſome time that the conduct of Madame 


appeared reprehenſible in her ſight, long be- 
fore her father died, and ſhe had on that ac- 
count gradually weaned herlelf from her, ſo 

that ſhe not only beheld her with indifference, 
but even with diſlike ; therefore had ſhe 

thought fit to remove herſelf without taking 

her ſiſters with her, Miſs Capel would have 

rejoiced in her abſence ; but to add to her 

ingratitude to her deceaſed parent, an act ſo 

bis as to firſt decoy them from their natural 

home, and after that to diſſipate their fortune 
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(for ſ he could not live in ſuch file on h 


rown - 


property) admitted 10 no mitiga gatedl reſent- 


ment. 


* heſe werk rende thir had id long had Saf: X. 


ſeffion of Miſs Capel's thoughts, even er 
| the letter came to inform them, and 1 We 5 


ſuppoſition that Captain Langdale had been 


of the party, it amounted to the ſame ſug- 


geſtion, her own. emolument; | as Madame 
knew the extent of their fortune; ſhe there- 


fore replied to Mrs. Allen's remark (after 


Mr. Allen had left them) * any boch 
rather than that French Madam,” that ths. 


thought fo too: But added, © How am 1 to 


extricate them from her power? O, Mrs. 


Allen!“ ſhe continued, « if wer ot 7 
but let you go with me, I ſhould not mind 
| bebe, hel the World over, if I regain n | 


gala th | 


Mrs. Allen; who FRO: 80 a mont 


the cottage, in the habit as well as in the ſo⸗ 0 
ciety * a ENG; * to bee 


WEIRD: SISTERS. 5 


equally from cu 


ten years of her life ; but on this requiſition of 
Miſs Capel's, her mind was loſt in the multi- 


L 


RD tude of ideas that crowded fo faſt upon her; 

+ and ſhe could not refrain from exclaiming, 

1 « Ah! well-a-day, my dear, what could you 
© | and I do, two women alone, to croſs the wide 
|| fa? Now if Maſter Allen would go with _ 


us — . 


Nit Capel aſe; cc the could not hope 
or r expect that.” 


At the ein the laſt word Mr. Allen 


returned to them, when Miſs Capel aſked, << if 
he had formed any eligible plan?“ To which 
he anſwered, © that he could adopt none ſo 
proper as her going for them; for (conti- 


nued he) Miſs Capel, you haye honored me 
with the title of your guardian, yet I ſee, 
by certain heſitation in your informations, that 


you are tied by engagements it is improper 


- 
a — —— — —yp— D — 


modes ſhe was educated in, and to loſe, 
tom, what ſhe had acquired 
in the ruſtic ſtation ſhe had been in the laſt. 
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for you to divulge, reſpecting the ſituation _ 
of your family. I have myſelf been Jong in 
an error from the ſecreſy, and I will confeſs 
the truth: I know your generoſity of mind 
will pardon me; both Mrs. Allen and I en. 
tertained the idea, that the death of your 
father had left you in a ſtate, not of indi a 
gence, but with a ſcanty proviſion. | Miſs 
Capel, on hearing this, fuſh'd, but not with 
reſentment; for with this idea al their be- 
nevolence became doubly valuable, from the 
true motive which influenced them: When 
taking Mr. Allen's hand, ſhe replied, « No, 
Sir, we are not in indigence, we are in af- 
fluence ; but ſome peculiar circumſtances in 
our parent's life, which we are unacquainted 
with, made him in his Will ee us to 15. 


| erely a ro Bp our nn 


do That is very ſtrange,” ſaid Mr, _ 
te very ſtrange indeed, that he ſhould enforce 
a doctrine, which time would render impoſ- 
| ſible for you to conceal! It ſcarcely gains 
; my belief. You may have been led into an 


t 2 As 5 1 


error 


WEIRD SISTERS. 245 
error by a miſapplication of the words; but 
beg your pardon, I do not wiſh to be im- 
pertinent, I have no deſire to be made ac- 
quainted with more than you wiſh to com- 


municate. He then was ſilent; but Miſs 


Capel catching at his obſervation, that Time 


muſt divulge it,” nay, indeed, had, in reſpect 
to her ſiſters, already: Beſides, the miſap- 


plication of the expreſſion too ſhe thought 
might poſſibly be, ſne therefore went to the 
iron cheſt, from whence fhe brought the Will 


of her father, purpoſing to read it to Mr. 


Allen herſelf, leaving out the ſpecific. ſums 
to her and her ſiſters, thereby not divulging 
the prohibition, and yet looking to Mr. Al- 
len for another and better explanation, as well 
as to ſhew him how much ſhe wiſhed him to 
think her reliance on his advice and direction 
was ſincere. 
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id, „ was ſure there was 


ſome miſconception. 


pray read th 


rvat. $3358) 
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wife ſat with fixed 


[18S Capel read the Will of her father, 


* 


and 
| When the had finiſhed, Mr. Alen haſtily 


equeaths 
ſtin and Ma- 


5H 


here he 


My dear Miſs Capel, 
at part again, w 


to Augu 
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gacies 
again. 


thoſe large le 
dame. 
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There,” ſaid he, « Yau ſee, he gave | 
| thoſe legacies for their fidelity; a legacy fo 
opulent was too great a recompenſe for the 


common integrity of a ſervant : Beſides, he | | 


ſays it was a prior promiſe, and that was un- 
neceſſary for a conduct not yet proved, the 
promiſe therefore, I am confident, related to 
former tranſactions, and the gift to continue 
faithful to a truſt he wiſhed never to have re- 

| vealed: Beſides, my dear, your own good 
| ſenſe muſt, on a moment's reflection, have 
told you, that the ſecret of your fortune muſt 

| ſoon prove futile ; it is not to be ſuppoſed 
you could, or would, continue to live in this 
retired place all your wn wor; 1s ic . that 
vou ſhould.” 4% es; ee i Un; 1 


= N 4 


* My Sher (fd Mit Cape) » wiſhed . » 
« He might (aid Mr. Allen ry ak at * 


time he did wiſh 1 it, he: San Hen: inge 35 
ble.“ | | | 


M en 
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« Why, indeed (returned Miſs Cape) he Þ 
did * as much. ME | 


At Yes (mel the Rector) he wiſhed i * 
poſſibly out of fatherly affection, that you _ 
might not be expoſed to the viciſſitudes and 
devices of the world, or ſubject to the dif- 
appointments he had experienced. Depend 
upon it, Miſs Capel, it is theſe that Madame 
and Auguſtin are acquainted: with, and for 
which they are bribed to ſecrefy, by the 
weighty poſſeſſion. of five thouſknd: nds 
and not your eee 

'M iſs Capel feemed- onal to 3 in 
Mr. Allen's interpretation of the word /ecreſy 
in the Will of her father. Mrs. Allen too was 
entirely of the ſame opinion; but, indeed, 
ſo ſhe would have been in any definition of 
her huſband, had it not been ſo correct as 
this, her firm reliance on his judgment and 

integrity being invariably the ſame, that he 
was the wiſeſt and beſt of men: However, 
as Miſs Capel had not brought her mind yet 
5 B 24 nn 


| WEIRD SISTERS. as, 
to ſpecify the actual ſum, Mr. Allen did not 


appear in the leaſt anxious to know it, for he 


had learned ſufficient from the legacies given 


to the two domeſtics, that it muſt be noble 


and affluent; at the ſame time it crowded 


| his mind with mathematical theorems, which, 
with all his philoſophy and underſtanding, he 


could no ways bring to a proof or certainty, 


| which were, who Mr. Capel could be? Why 


he ſhould, with a large fortune live ſo re- 


tired, wiſh to ſeclude three ſuch lovely wo- 


men from the world during their lives; and, 
finally, by a bribe of ten thouſand pounds, 
bind two ſervants in a ſecret, which he wiſhed 
to remain ſuch, even from his children and 
the world for ever—a ſtrange excentricity of 
character Mr. Allen called it, and in that 


concluſion ended all his diſcriminations. 


Mr. Allen having, on mature deliberation, 
given it as his opinion, that Miſs Capel her- 
ſelf was the propereſt perſon to go after her 


ſiſters, and recover them and their fortunes, 
if that was not already diſpoſed of either by 


Ms Madame 


Poo: WEIRD SISTERS. 


Madame (their nominal guardian) i in 
vagance and profuſion, or by another 
equally as binding, giving it to the hy ſband 
as her own property, who would. be. very 
unwilling to refund what marriage had en- 
titled him to, and which, it is more than 
probable, had more charms in his eyes than 
the decaying beauty of eight- and- thirty, how- 
ever ſhe might have embelliſhed her perſonal 
endowments, by the aid of fine and brilliant 
cloaths, with the additional anden ute of the . 
mee bloom of he and. ran 


Miss Capel 8 Mr. Allen's 1 5 
for her travelling to Spain after the run-a- 
ways, mentioned her wiſh (at the ſame tin 

that ſhe repreſented the impoſſibi 
going alone) for Mrs. Allen's company | 
her, enforcing her requeſt, by obſerving how 5 
much ſhe ſhould be expoſed from her youth, | 
([the beauty and harmony of her perſon, wi 
the gracefulneis of her manners, not in the 
leaſt coming to her recollection in the enu- 
meration; but they 00 95 fail to „ 
| 2 | „ t 85 


— 1 


PE ng 
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the firſt. reflection on Mr. Allen's mind, as 
ſhe then ſtood before him irreſiſtibly faſci- 
nating, that beauty, heightened by the ſolici - 

tude, as well as the anxiety, which pervaded 
every feature) in which caſe Mrs. Allen ap- 
pearing as her mother, would be a check to 
the rude and licentious, as well as give her a 


confidence in ſuch protection. Beſide, Sir, | 3 


ſhe continued, bred as I. have been in this 
ſequeſtered cottage, how ſhould I know how 
to direct my ſteps, that ſcarce (but from 
reading) know there are in exiſtence any 

living creatures, but the few I am here ac- 
quainted with. . Alas !' ſhe exclaimed, how 
happy would it have been for my fifters if they 
had not been led to ſeek any other ſociety.” 


Mr. Allen checked Miſs Capel in the error 
of happineſs, and obſerved, that though her 
ſiſters had taken the wrong path into the 
world, it was totally againſt his will or his 
wiſhes, that they or herſelf ſhould be ſo ex- 
cluded, and ſince he found that they had the 
power, and were in poſſeſſion of affluence, it 
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was ſtill more againſt his inclination, that they 
ſhould remain thus hid : Beſides, added the 
good man, My dear child, we are born 
for ſociety, and ſent here to ſuſtain and aſſiſt 
each other. Did not your good father leave 
you an example, by his benevolence to te 
poor in the vicinity of his houſe? Your 
poſſeſſions make it incumbent to do more than 
you can do here, and to enjoy yourſelf the 
bounty beſtowed. He had no doubt, reaſons 
ſufficiently powerful to juſtify his conduct to 
himſelf, and to the world too, had he thought 
proper to have communicated them ; but it 
does not follow that becauſe he had cauſe, - 
you are to experience the effect, before having 
| ſuſtained the injury, or give up a life of 
youth and expectation, to avoid evils you 
have been taught to dread, and which you 
may never be in danger of encountering: 
Beſides (ſaid the good man, ſmiling on her 
with parental tenderneſs) it would be impiety - 
to ſecret ſuch a blooming flower, as'my ward, 
from obſervation; and if I acquieſced in the 
| fegluſion, 


WEIRD SISTERS, MM. 
ſechuſions ſhould in part think n Saler 4 


of the ſin.“ i 


| Mis Capel gave Mr. Allen a \ ſanile 4 
bluſh of gratitude for the compliment; at 


the ſame time began to entertain the wife's 
opinion, that Mr. Allen was the viſeft, as 
well as the beſt of men. 


Mr. Allen ning BG Capel renewed 
her ſuit, with the forcible expreſſion of, «© Will 


you, Sir, be ſo kind as to let Mrs. Allen go 


with me ?” But Mr. Allen had been de- 


' termined from the firſt mention of it to con- 


ſent, as he judged from all the above con- 


curring circumſtances, as well as many more 
which he could have deduced, that it would 


not only have been an unpardonable act of 


unkindneſs, but injuſtice too, to have per- 


mitted her to have ſet out on ſuch a tour un- 


protected; theſe were errors he was never 


guilty of, and therefore the requeſt was no 


ſooner ſuggeſted, than in his mind complied 


wich; but he had likewiſe farther intentions, 
Which 
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8 WEIRD SISTERS. 
| which! his private re fie ions had . 40 


maturity, ſo that when Miſs Capel made the 
requeſt a ſecond time, with the emphatical 
expreſſion coming from the lips of ſo much 


beauty and innocence, * Will you, Sir, be . : 


28 as to let n. Allen 80 n me 12 80 


He eee ere, . Taq 1 cer 
tainly will, and further, I intend. to 80 with 5 
your __— an, ry M0 ab 


Oe on this fo kind and attentive declaration, 
Miſs Capel was obliged to riſe and turn 
away to hide her emotions of ſenſibility ; 
but when ſhe recovered herſelf, the n his. 
hand, and ſaid, “ Sir, you are too good; why 
did I account myſelf friendleſs, Wlan I ex- 


perience ſo much kindneſs from you?“ But 


Mrs. Allen had not ſaid one word during this 
converſation; for though ſhe had expreſſed a 


fear reſpecting their going alone, yet ſhe was 5 


pleaſed in the idea of the jaunt, and knew if 


9 0 f 4 | 5 Hr this, 


* a 
HT 


Mr. Allen conſented to her going, ſhe ſhould | 
ſoon: prevail on him to go to; but he had in 


A 
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this, as in many other inſtances, prevented | 
her wiſhes. be gn {09 e 


The 1 ward of the village paſtor, 
having recovered her emotions, now poured 
forth every ſentiment of reſpect and gratitude _ 
for his kindnels to her; and as he ſaid it was 
neceſſary that there ſhould be no delay, it 
was determined that they ſhould ſet out as 
loon as Mr. Allen could engage another cler- 
gyman, who lived only a few miles off, to 
officiate for him during his abſence, and the 
ſervants were to be left in charge of the par- 
ſonage and the cottage; at the ſame time 
Mr. Allen cautioned Miſs Capel, if ſhe had 
any property in the houſegs SE. it n Re 

and Pace it in an : 


> [od 4 B < 
1 £ 2 


At the word ah propertys —_ Capel re- 
collected, that her charge greatly needed 
the ſuppoſition, and the word auy ſpoke em- 


phatically for twenty thouſand pounds; and 5 
as ſhe had brought her mind to acquieſce in 


all Mr. Allen's benen ſhe Was fully of _ 
the 
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* 


the opinion, that the ſecret implied i in ber 


father's Will was lodged in the breaſts of : 
Madame and Auguſtin; ſhe too found = 


now impoſſible but Mr. Allen muſt be ac- 


quainted with the amount of their fortunes, | 
as it would be hazardous, as well as impolitic, 


to take fo large a ſum fo far, when it could 


be _ placed at home without 858 Ton 


Theſe hots A 16680 es to acm 


him of the diſpoſition of their fortunes, and . 


the manner it was left, and how Auguſtin 
uſed to go to the city for caſb when neceſſary. 
His aftoniſhment was not to be expreſſed, 


when he found there were twenty thouſand 


pounds at that moment in a houſe, whoſe _ 
table he had furniſhed, with the idea of the 
poverty that was left there by the maſter, 


and from his ſcanty pittance of forty pounds 


a year; but when he reflected that artful 
woman, La Fey, was in poſſeſſion of forty 
thouſand pounds of their property, and at 


her diſpoſal, he thought every moment a 


| delay that did not e them nearer to thoſe 
eden, ; 


Ws 
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Sin ie N 6 1 
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ſeduced, and moſt probably injured clllidewn 0 
Emily and Mary; but this farther informa- 


tion of the largeneſs of their patrimony helped 
to ſtrengthen his conjectures, that Mr. Capel, 
their father, was a perſon gteatly ſuperior to 


a country Eſquire, but that was as far as all 


the documents he had collected amounted 
tO. 8 We Td 
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H E plan being ſettled, and Mr. Allen 
well acquainted with the country, tho 
it were many years ſince he had travelled 

farther than Brittleſworth, purpoſed that they 
ſhould go acroſs the bye road in a poſt chaile, 
till they reached Liverpool, which being a 
place of great foreign trade, they ſhould be, 
moſt likely, not only of meeting with a ir 
bound to Spain, but where Miſs Capel might 
place her fortune in the hands of a banker, 
where it would be ſecure from all depreda- 
tions, 
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WEIRD. SIETHRS ay) 
Mr. Allen now left. them, when the 


dies began to enumerate alt the conveniencie. 5, 
as well as inconveniencies, they had to ac- 


quire, or to prevent: Miſs Capel aſked Mrs. 


Allen © if ſhe did not join her in opinion, 
that it was unneceſſary to take many cloaths, 
as they would be an incommoding burden. 
My ſiſters (ſaid 'ſhe, ſighing) were taught to 
think fo, for they left all their cloaths behind 

them, and only carried what they could ac- 
commodate their pockets to contain, 1 11 5 
think chey were RT OI SRL 


Mus. Alen, however; bse 
from policy, and not prudence, that Madame 
acted in that manner, as carriage and boxes 


were obliged to be diſpenſed with in ſo clan 
deftine a flight, and contrived as it was, re- 


quired ſome ſtretch of ingenuity. Ve (con- 
tinued Mrs. Allen) have no reaſon to be pri- 
vate. We are acting right, with integrity for 
our guide; but I think (looking at her own 
gown, as it hung beſide her) we need not 
trouble ourſelves with more than is barely | 
8 neceſſary. 1 
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neceſſary. The truth was, Mrs. Allen, ever 


fince ſhe reſided at the cottage, had worn the 
grey ruſſet, which, being the only gown of 
any reſpectability in the wardrobe, was, from 
this conſtant dreſſing, beginning to amin 


in its , as well as value. 


Theugh Mrs. Allen had no neil 
meaning, when ſhe caſt her eyes on her- own 


habiliment, or thought otherwiſe chan that 


more negeſſaries were ſuperfluous (for years 
had leſſened every pride of appearance, 
except cleanlineſs;) but Miſs Capel's heart 
led directly to the ſtimulative of her own be- 
ne volence, and taking the lead, as it appeared 
her recollection, as well as her delicacy, pre- 
vented further inveſtigation, than only to add, 
ec Well, I think ſo too, Mrs. Allen; we will 


only take thoſe we can carry, and when é 
come to the place Mr. Allen mentioned, 


Liverpool, we can there accommodate our- 


ſelves with whatever is requiſite for the yoy- 
age. Do not you think that will be at ? 1 


am ſure Mr. Allen will adviſe us to c ſo.'! 
15 Mrs rs. | 


* 
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Mrs. Alen brightened: with ſatisfaction 5 
at this accommodation, and her eyes filled 
with tenderneſs while they reſted on the 
adviſer, who led her by the delicate inſinua- 
tion to revert to her own appearance, which 
ſhe now began to fee was no ways fitting, 
either as companion or friend, for ſuch a La- 
dy; but ſhe read, that, at the time ſhe de- 
licately hinted ſo much, - ſhe. intimated, that 
the accommodation ſhould be eaſily atrained, 

without the ſelf- reflection of obligation, or 
the ſtill more mortifying idea of returning 
thanks, or repeating continual praiſes of be- 
nelits, which are beſtowed by many from 
oſtentation, by ſome from force of neceſſity, 
but by few from the generous motive of true 
philanthropy, or diſintereſted benevolence. 2 

We will, however, now paſs over a few 
| days, which were occupied in natural occur- 
rences. Miſs Capel continually deploring 
the cauſe which had forced her ſpirits,to exert 
themſelves to ſuch a height, Mrs. Allen 
buſy in ferting the parſonage, as well as the 
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Cottage, in order, and directing che ſervants of. 
both to take care, and keep every thing 
clean and in their places (for Miſs Capel 
had begged her to take that charge.) Mr 
Allen had various employments; his Sunday 
cloaths were conſigned for daily wear, and Joe, 
the carter, had been ſent to obtain a poſt> 
chaiſe, on the morning appointed, the ele- 
gyman (a Mr. Naſh) had promiſed to take 
care of the cure during the Rector's'abſence, 
ſo that all inferior duties were in proper train, 
when the day, previous to their departure, 
arriving, and Mr. Allen - had gone to take 
leave of the aſylum of content and eaſe (the 
parſonage-houſe) for a ſeaſon, and on his 
return Miſs Capel obſerving he looked as 
ſatisfied, and with as much ſerenity, as if 
they had ſought an occaſion, than been ſo 


- unfortunately compelled to take ſuch a jour- 


ney, and to leave peace, with every enjoy- 
- ment, for (in all probability) diſcontent and 
uneaſineſs, and more, which her too ſO | 
| ary anticipated, cruel Ain atmen 
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WEIRD SISTERS, 8 „ 
Mr. Allen, without | in the leaſt altering th 
ſertled calmneſs of his mind, replied, tht © 
he muſt beg her pardon, by ſaying: ſhe was 
not only extremely wrong in anticipating 


: evils, but that ſhe ought like him to think 


they were haſtening to end thoſe difficulties, 
which her apprehenſions made her increaſe. 


Why (ſaid Mr. Allen) I' portend, that e 


ſhall find your ſiſters exceedingly glad to ſee 
us, and very ready to return home again. 1 


have no fear but that their large property may 
be Mg af 


3 That (returned Miſs Capel) I fear the 


leaſt, ou I have ſulicient for us all.” 


« But 8 Mr. - Allen) that. 1s not 


Juſtification adequate for the embezzlement 
of the other.” | 


cc 5 (Miſs Capel aid) bur 55 we myſt. : 


have 2n evil, that will be leaſt ſenſibly belt.“ 9 


Mr. Allen 1 60 Wen | and Nis. 
Allen retorted, cc that as Mr. Allen had faid 
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__ _— that all would turn out for FR bet? te | 

j 28 ſhould acquieſce in his determination, till me 

i ſaw otherwiſe.” But (added Mr. Alle) 

1 have another cauſe to make me facisfied 3 
here is a letter from Charles.” Mis. Allet 4 
flew to him as he took it out of his pocket, 1 

chiding him gently at the ſame time for his 

ill-timed philoſophy, which could, during: this | 
converſation, keep ſuch a momentous circum= 3 
ſtance from her knowledge 4 moment. The 
ſubſtance of this letter was, to inform them 
that he was well, and had been promoted to 
lieutenantcy ; but Col. Broomfield, who was 
his commanding officer, being 1 in a declining, | 
ſtate of health from the climate, had obtained 
leave to return home for a ſeaſon, and had 
engaged him to accompany him, with a pro- A 
miſe to make it worth his while, or, in other 

terms, to provide well for him, which invita- i 
tion he had accepted; but as the Colonel _ ; 
would travel as much by land as poſſible, to | 
recruit his health, they ſhould touch at ever, 

part they could, and therefore not reach Eng 9 
land before Clos if ſo ſoon. 5 5 2 EG 1 1 
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